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2and your preſent care” 
maintaining a publick-' 
| brary, Whercin there are rt a 
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b. ny _ Books both of ] 
| Divinity and Hiſtory, with |: 
other Treatiſes belonging to , 
all Sciences, unto which all ' 
Perſons. have liberty .to re= 


"il; 


ſore, .allowing a Salary to 
the Keeper thereof for that 
.. purpoſe: In which imploy- 
ment I have had the honour 
| to ſerve, having opportuni- | 
| tyto ſpend my time 1n ſuch 
a way as conſiſts with my af- 
t fection, and may trend moſt 
- to the publick or my own 
private good, which I hope - 
F this little Treatiſe , that 
| IT here prefent to publick 
view, may. teſtifie for me. 
But more — am 1 
bound 
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_ bound to Dedicate'this firſt 


Fruit of my Labours unta_. 
(and to [shrowd it under} 
your Worships Protection, 
youallowing me both Books, 
means, and opportunity 'to 

ſuch end, as to benefit my_ 


ſelf and others. © Such Pla- F 


ces, Cities, or Towns that 
are deſtitute of ſuch helps 
as a Library may afford to 
thoſe thar are deſirous to 
ſpend their time in Study , 
may be ſtirred up to follow 
your worthy example, and 
{o shall Learning flourish in 
the Land, andthe contempt 
of it be recovercd and reſto- 
red to its priſtine Glory. So :; 

craving 4 
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craving pardon for my bold- 
neſs, and committing my {elf 
and my little Infant to your 
Worships Patronage, I on- 
ly crave leave to ſubſcribe 
—_— TH 


Your Worlhips Servant , 


Facob Bauthamley. 
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TO THE 


READ FE Re 


T is ſo common a thing in all Hiſtorians, 
for one man to build upon anothers 
Foundation, or to write after another 


mans Copy; that I need not apologize for 
my ſelf, in what I have here collected out of 


that worthy Author Mr. Fox, in his Martyro- 
logy: Beſides, colletions from Authors are 


- uſual and uſeful : In which I have been care- 


ful' neither to wrong the Author, nor detra& 
from the great pains he took to deliver things 
of ſo great conſequence to future poſterity. 
I had no intention at firſt to publiſh-this lit- 
tle piece to the world, but being viewed and 
peruſed by Miniſters of Worth and Learning, 
it was not thought fit ſuch a brief and ſum- 
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mary account of the main and moſt eminent 
Paflages , for nine hundred years from. our 
Saviour , ſhould lye by me in obſcurity , 
which hath made me bold to let it ſee the 
Sun. Probably ſome. may be enlightned by 
it, who having never ſeen the great Book it 
ſelf, nor ever read of the great tranſa&tions of 
thoſe times ; , eſpecially men of meaner ſort, 
being not comnainged with the paſſages and 
ſpeeches of Martyrs that ſuffered in the Ten 
Perſecutions of the; primitive times, nor able 


to purchaſe the grand Book it felf ; but - 


the ſhort view of this little ' Treatiſe , ſuch 
men may inform themſelves of what ſuffer- 
ings have ever: been by ſome in all ages, 
whom God hath called out and made eminent, 


in the witneſſing of his truth. And pitty it 


__ their names ſhould be buried in oblivi- 
The Spirit of God in the Eleventh of 
2 Hebrews glves us a large Catalogue of 


the Sufferers in the firſt Ages 'of the World, | 


and for what end, as may | ha conceived, but to 
perpetuate their memories, and to encourage! 
others: that might luffer 11 the latter ages 2: 


And 
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1 And-not agua the Sand 1 Hiſtory, but aſs | 


Prophane Hiſtories do record the Noble Acts 
of. the great Heroes- that have been i in the 
World, with their. Heroick Atchievements 
for their. ſeveral Countreys good. To. what 
purpole 15 Alexander among the Grecians? 
Tulins Ceſar among the Romans ? T. amerlane 
among the Ti artars ? Sapores among the Per- 


| fans? Amurath and Bajazet among the Turks ? 


but they are all. recorded. as living Mogu- 
ments of Valour and Praile for-their- Vitto- 
ries and Conqueſts ; - and ſhall leſs here, be 
given to the Souldiers of Chriſt, who oVer- 
came their cruel Perſecutors by ſuffering,and 


death 2 And as the Church of. E»g/ard.hath, 


it, The Noble Army of Martyrs praiſe God,:in 
as true a manner as. the gooaly Fellowſhip of the 
Prophets. Many. remarkable Paſſages , you 
may obſerve throughout this Treatiſe, wheres 
in you have .not only the Sufferers ſpeeches 


_ and behaviours in their-torments and: death, 


a4 


and under what Emperours they fuffered 5,45 
alſo the time when, .but the juſt hand of God 
upon the Perſecuting EPPopun themſelyes: 

; few 
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| ow or none of Un coming to 0 timely 
ends. And yet ſuch of them, or other Kings, 
that any way favoured the, Goſpel or Pro. 
feſſors of it , how. God proſpered them in 
their Wars againſt their enemies, . You have 
likewiſe the pride, cruelty, and rage of the 
Biſhops of Rome, their ambition over Kings, 
and uſurpation of their Kingdoms, and their 
ſetting diviſions in all Eſtates and Nations ; 
asalſo their own diviſi Ions among themſelves, 
: notwithſtanding their great pretence of .U- 
nity, which they make to be a great badg of 
their Churches infallibility : | But I leave 
them 5 only will be bold to ſay as the 
Church of England hath it in the Prayer ap- 
pointed on the Fifth of November : Their 
_ Religion is Rebellion, their Faith , Faction - 
and their practice nothing but murdering of 
Souls and Bodies ; and only Pray, From their 
Privy Conſpiracies, Good Lord deliver us. 
Laftly, You have the Entrance, Raign; 
and ſeveral Battels of the Saxoxs, with the 
names of the Brittiſh Princes that withſtood 
Wen 3 as allo the ſubduing the Saxers by 
the 


the Danes, who were | Pa ſubdued | by. 


F the Norman Conqueror. 

f But I will hold you no longer from the 

{ - Book, which if it be accepted by the Cour- 

» teous Reader, it is all Texpec, and I ſhall be 
6 encouraged further to ſerve him, 
Whilſt I am 

| Facob Bauthumley, 
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eA brief Hiſtorical relation of the 
moſt material paſſages, and Per= 
ſecutions of the Church of Chriſt, 


from the death of our Saviour , 


* tothe time of William the Con- 
” querour, && Ce 
YT grmpymmqqiberins C tar having received by Letters of | 
i the miracles of Chriſts ReſurrcRion, and 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, and how he was 


received as God of many, was himſelf alſo 

moved with belief, that he was God, and conferred 
with the whole Senate of Roe to have him ordered as 
God. But the Senate withſtood him, becauſe ſaid 
they, he was not approved and Conſecrated as God 
by them, as was uſual in ſuch caſes: So the very Senate 
following their own Law, ratherthan the Law of God, 
and contenting themſelves with their own Emperour, 
rather than the Son of God, to be their King; it ſo 

| came to paſs by the juſt Judgment of God, they were 
more plagued by their own Emperours whom they ſet 
up themſelves ; as after it came to paſs, , that the City, 
and chief men thereof were devoured, ahd aMliced, for 


the ſpace of almoſt three hundred years together ; _ 
| B . the 
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the ſame Tiberins (aſar, who for x while was in his 
þeþaviour a juſt and moderate ' rince, was afterwards 
rg then a ſharp and heavy Tyrant, who neither fa- 
voured his own Mother,nor Nephems, nor the Princes 
of the City, nor his own Counſellers, whom of the 
mumber of twenty, he left not above two or three 
alive,deflowring maids,and then putting them to death; 
that in-one Cay, as Swetoniys doth report; he cauſed 
twenty to be drawn to the place of Execution; by 
whom alſo through the juſt Judgment of God, and 

uniſhment of him, Pontzas Pilate, under whom Chriſt 
ſuffered and was Crucified, was accuſed and appre- 
bended at .Rome, and was depoſed and baniſhed to 
the Town of Lyons, and in the end did kill himſelf : 
neicher did Herod or Cazaphas long eſcape, as you ſhall 
after hear. And eAgrippa did not long continue in his 
Eſtate, bur was caſt into Priſon. 

In the Raign of this Tiberins, was the Son of God 
Crucihed in the four and thirtieth year of his Age, 
and 1n the ſeventeenth of this Emperours Raign our 
Saviour Chrift by the malice of the ews ſuffered his 
bleſſed paſſin, afrer whoſe death this Emperour 
Raigned fix years, during which time no perſecution 
was raifed agzinſt the Chriſtians, through the com- 
mand of the Emperour. After the death of this Em- 
perour, who Raigned three and twenty years, ſuc- 
* ceeded (ſar (aligula, Claudins Nero, Domitius Nero, 
which were great ſcourges to the City of Rome, that 
the firſt not only took. other mens Wives from them, : 
but deflowr'd Maids, 2s alſo three of hi; own Siſters, 
and after Baniſhed them. And ſo wicked he was, 
that he commanded himſelf to be Worſhipt'ss God, 
and therefore canſed his own Image to be fer up inthe 


Temple at Jeruſalem, which cauſed great diſturbance 
| | among 
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' among the Jews; ſo that the Scripture ſeemed to be 
verified, that the Abomination of deſfolation ſtood in 
the holy place. 

He was ſo cruel, that he wiſhed all. Rowe had but 
one neck, thar he might deſtroy at once ſuch a mul- 
ticude. But that which this Calzguls had conceived, 

_ the -other roo that came after him, broughtto pals ; 
for Clandizs Nero which came next, Raigned 

thirteen years with no lictle cruelty ; eſpecially the 
third of theſe, called Domztize Nero; who Raigned 
fourteen years with ſuch cruelty, that he ſlew moſt 
parc of the Senators, and deſtroyed the Order of 
Knight-hood, ſuch a prodigious Monſter and Beaſt, 
more like than a man, yea, rathergg Devil, that be 
ſeemed to be born for the deſtruon of mankind, 
who abſtained not from his own Mother, and ſo mon- 
ſtrous in  uncleanneſs, thaeFhe committed filthineſs 

3 with his own Siſter, nor ſpared any degree of Kin- 

-J- dred, and after put his Mother and Siſter to death, 

| being great with © hill; asalſo commanded his Tutors, 

4 Seneca and Lucan to be put to death :| he likewiſe 

n commanded Roxpe to be ſet on Fire in twelve places, 
' which continued fix or ſeven days and nights burning, 

and in the meantime ſung the Verſes of Homer, of the 

{cking and burning of Troy, and in the end laid all 

the fault of the burning upon the Chriſtians, and cauſed 

them to beperſecuted for it, till at laſt the Senate Pro- 
clatmed himopenly an Enemy of mankind, condem- 
ning him to. be drawn through the City,. and to be 
whipped to death ; which to eſcape, he fled out of the 
City, unto a Hauſe of his Servants, complaining that 


| | op 
none would do bim ſo much favour as to kill nim, 


and fo he ſlew himſelf. 
_ In the latter end of his Raign, Peter and Par were 
, Byx | put 
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'put to death, in the year of our Lord 69. Afﬀeer 
the death of Nero were Civil Wars raiſed among them- 
ſelyes, in the third year after the death of Peter and 
Paul, Jeruſalem it felt was deſtroyed by Tit Veſpaſtan 
who ſucceeded Nero. Then followed great deſtru- 
'Qion of the Fews, to the number of eleven hundred 
thouſand, beſides thoſe that were ſlain about Galzlee, 
and divers fent to e-Zgypt into Slavery, to the number 
of ſeventeen thouſand, beſides two thouſand thar T;:#s5 
brought in Triumph, part whereof he gave tobe de- 
voured of the Wild Beaſts, and others he cauſed tobe 
ſlain. | 

Andas this vengeance of God was ſhew'd to the Fews 
and Romans, fo the Emperours themſelves did not 
eſcopethe hand of God for their contemning Chriſt, 
but bad their juſt reward, for among ſo many Emper- 
ours that put ſo many Martyrs to death, for three hun. 
dred years together, few or none eſcaped either kill- 
ing themſelves, or by ſome miſerable end or other was 
worthily revenged. 

As to begin with Tiberius who was poyſoned,of the 
three Neroes after ſufficient is declared , and after 
Domitinus Nero, Domitins Galba was within ſeven 
months flaia by Ortho: And after Otho flew himſelf 
being overcome by Yielins; And Yitellivs ſhortly 
after was drawn through the City cormented, and at 
laſt chrown into Tyber ; 7 tus who was thought to be 
agood Emperour, was thought ta be Poyſoned by 
Domitian his Brother, and Domitian was {lain 1n his 
own Chamber, by the conſent of his own Wife, as 
was thought : Commoudus was murdered by Narciſſus » 
the like end had Pertinax and 7ailianus: Severus was 
ſlain here in England, and was buried at York, andhis 
Son Baſſianns flew his Brother S874, and he himſelf 
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| AS. 
ſlain by e Martialzs : As alſo FMacrinns and his Son 
Diadumenus, both (lain of theix own Souldiers: He- 
liogabalus that glutton was drawn through Rome, and 
thrown into Tyber : Severys that worthy and Godly 
Emperour, who ſaid he would not fecd his Servants. 
with the bowels of the Common- wealth, or keep them 
ro do nothing, yet he was ſlain at Mentz, With his 
Godly Mother e Mammea, by HMaximns, whom 
eAlexander Severns of a Muleter, had preferred to. 
great Dignity, which 2faximns after three years, was 
flain of his own Souldiers; Balbinxs in like manner 
ſlain, and Gordzan ſlain by Philip: And Philip the 
firſt Chriſtened Emperour i'ain, or rather Martyred. 
Decins mas drowned, and his Son the ſame day flain 
in Battel; Sallus, and YVolufranns his Son both Em- 
perours, were ſlain by conſpiracy of e/£milianns, who 
roſe againſt them in War, and after three years was 
ſlain himſelf. Next ſucceeded Yalieranus, and G al:- 
enus his Son, which Yalieranxs being a Perſecutor of 
the Chriſtians, went co War with the Perſians, was 
taken by Sapores the King, and made a riding ſtock, 
or {tool tor the King to tread upon whileſt he got on 
Horſe-back, whileſt his Son lay at Rope ſleeping, 
and would not, or could nat deliver his Father from 
the Ignomy upon him, For after this, ſo many Em« 
perours roſe up in the Roman Monarchy, as there were 
Provinces, yet at length Galzenus was killed by {#- 
reolus, which roſe in War againſt him, and Axrelzanns 
was flain þy his own Secretary: As alſo Tacitus, and 
Florinns, the one was ſlijn at Pontas, the other Raign- 
ed two months, and was {lain at Tar/s. Probes, 
though a civil Emperour, was {lain by his Souldiers: 
Carusnext, was ſlain by Lightning : then followed 
impious Dzocleſian, With his fellows > Maximinss, 
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eMaxtintins, Licinias, under whom and Diocleſian, 

great perſecution was raiſed againſt the Chri- 

ſtians for ten years together : Of which, Dzocleſiars 

.and Maxriminus depoſed themſelves together from the 

Zmpire. Galerins the chief inſtrument of the perſe- 

Eton, fell into ſuch a ſtrange ſickneſs, having ſuch 
a ſore riſen in the bottom of his belly, which conſumed 
his privy nfembers, and ſwarmed with Lice and filth, 
not curable by Phyſick or Surgery, confeſfſing it hop- 
pened to him for his cruelty ro the Chriltians,' and 1 
calledin his Proclamations againſt them, and it'is re- [ 
ported he was ſo noyſome tobimſelf by his own (tench, | 
that he ſlew himſelf ;* Maximines was taken with ſuch q 
a pain in his Guts in his War, that he there died : | 
Maxentins was vanquiſhed by Conſtantine, and 
drowned in Tyber by the fall of a Bridge, that he had , 
made to entrap Conſtantine: Licinius w3s depoled, P 

being vanquiſht by Conftantine, and flain of his own ; 
Souldiers. But when Conſtantine came to the Em- | 
pire, and that the Faith of Chriſt was received into 
che Imperial Seat, we read of none in like ſort deſtroy- 
ed, except 7ulianas, and Baſilius, which expelled one 
£eno; and was after expelled himſelf, only Yalens, 
or elſe few were either moleſted,or came to ſuch faral 
end ; fo that we may ſee the juſt hand of God againſt 
54g that contemned and refuſed Chriſt and his Go- 
pel. | 

* Novwv it remaineth, that we ſet forth the perſe- 

- cutions raiſed againſt the People of God, vvithin the 
ſpace of three hundred years after Chriſt, vvhich vve 
commonly count ten, beſides the perſecution moved 
at Jeruſalem by the 7ews, againſt the Apoſtles and Dil 
ciples of Chriſt, of vvhich St. Stephen the Deacon vvas . 


firſt put to death, yyith many others ſlain and caſt into- 
,. ut Priſon, 
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- and yas cauſe of his trouble, hearing the Tribune 
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' ſhop of Alexanaria, Preached the Goſpel in e-Zgypts 


| ther to Peter, vvas Crucified at Patrs, a City of 


Council, boldly reproyed, and contemned their Ido» 
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Priſon, in vyhich. perſecution, Sawlafter called Pant, 
played bis part, being not converted to the Faith, as 
isin the As to be read. - Then vvas Fames the Apo- 3 
ſile of Chriſt, of yvhom it is reported, that vvhen hg. * 
came before the Tribunal Seat, he that brought Þ 


condemn him, as he vvent to his Execution, the man 
that brought him to trouble, cryed out, he vvas a 
Chriſtian, and ſo they vyere led both to Execution,and 
the poor man defired 7ames to forgive him, vyhereat 
Zames pauſing a vvhile on the matter, ſpake to him, 
ſaying, Peace be to rhee my Brother, and took and im- 
braced and kifſed him, and vvere both beheaded toges» 
ther-in the year of our Lord 36. Beſides ZFames, Nt- 
canor, one of the ſeven Deacons, ſuffered the ſame day 
as Steven did, as Dorothess teſtifies, vyho allo reports 
that $:z0x another Deacon, butafter Biſhopin Arabia . 
yvas there burned. Thoma alſo vyho Preached to 
the Medes, Perſians, Parthians, ſuffered death, being - 
flain by a Dart. Simon Zelates Preachrt in Africh, veas 
afrer Crucifed in Frittain, Simon called Cananens, 
Brother to }Jxde, and Famesthe younger vvere both 
ſlain by Trajanus. IMark the Evangeliſt, and firſt Bt- 


and yvas dravyn vvith Ropes to the Fire, and vyas burne 
ed, and buried ina place they called Bzcolxs, he died 
under Trajanus. Matthew is reported to Preach to 
the /nazans, and Tranſlated che Goſpel into their ovvn 
Tongue, and ſhewed ſome Miracles among them, bur 
at laſt he vvas beaten dovva vvith Stones, Crucified, 
and atlaſt beheaded. eLndrew the Apoſtle and Bro- 


Achaia, and vyhen he: vvas convented before the 
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-latry, and never changed his countenance at his ſuffer. 
ing, at his death uttered theſe vyords, O Croſs, moſt 
welcome, with a willing mind 1 come to thee, and joyfully, 

 _ bring the Scholar of bims that did hang on thee, whom ! 
Ekieve loved and imbraced always, and 1o be giving up 

"Me Ghoſt, fell aſleep in the Lord. Matthew the Pu- 
blican, otheryviſe called Levs, Firlt a Publican, after 
an Apoſtle, vvho vvrit his Goſpel in Hebrew to the 
Jews, as recordeth Exſebins, vvas {lain vvith a Spear. 

AMatthigs Preaching to the Jews, vvas Stoned and be- 
headed. Philip, after he had much laboured among 
the Barbarous Nations, ſuffered as che reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles did in Hierapols, a City in Phrygia, vvhere be 
yvas Stoned, and” Crucified, and there buried, as alſo 
his Daughters vvith him. Zames the Brother of our 
Lord , and Biſhop of Hieruſalem confeſſing and 
Preaching Chriſt freely before the People, yyas as 
ſome yvrite,caſt from a Pinacle of the Temple, and be- 
ing yet alive, vvos at laſt knockt on the head yvith a 
Fullers Inſtrument. ” | 


Now follow in order the Ten Perſecntions. 
The Firſt, 


| The firſt of theſe Perſecutions vyas ſtirred up by 
Nero Domitizs the ſixth Emperour, about the year 
of our Lord 67. the Tyrannous rageof which vvas ſuch, 
as Egſcbins reporteth,that a man might ſee Cities lye full 
ofdead mens bodies, the Old and Young, Male and 
\ Female, vvithout reſpe& co Age or Sex, lye naked in 
the Stree's, in ſo mach chat many that kneyy the Pro- 
phecy of Danzel, ſeeing the filthineſs of abomination, 
thought this Nero to be Antichriſt, In this Perſecu-. 
7» "7 Wi ' Ds | tion, 
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tion, Simon Peter was put to death at Rome, as ſome 
write, whole life is mentioned 1n the Scripture, and 
Hiſtory reports he was put to death in the year of our 
Lord 41. 'He came to Kome, and withſtood Simon 
e Mags, and kept the Chair at Rowe five and ewenty. 
years, until the laſt year of Nero, of whom he was 
Crucified, his head being downward, and his feet up- 
ward, which was his own deſire, thinking himſelf to 
be unworthy to be Crucified as Chriſt was, And Au- 
thors report that this Sim age was in great credit 
with Nero, and was ſent by tiim to raiſe a young 
Notle man from death to life, which he could not do; 
but when Peter came, by the power of the Lord, 
calling upon his nameghe raiſed him tolife,and reſtored 
him to his Mother alive, whereby Simon Magus grew 
out of «credit, and was-deteſted in Foxze. Not long 
after Simon Magus threatned to depart the City, and 
in their ſight to fly into Heaven, and appointed the 
time when he would fly away; andat the day appoint- 
ed,making himſelt wings,gottothetopof a Mount called 
Capttolinus, began to fly,bur faith the ſtory, Peter by the 

ower of the Lord, brought him down to the ground 
Ronde, ſo that he brake his Legs, and joynts, 
and there died - wherefore Ners ſeeing this, hated 
Peter, and ſought matter to put him to death, in fo 
much that his Friends deſired him to depart the Cicy, 
but was Crucified as you heard. And it ſeems his + 
Wife ſeeing him go to Execution, he called to her, 
and deſired her with a loud yoice, to remember the 
Lord Jeſus. Paxl alſo after he had Preacht to the 
Gentiles, after his great labours, ſuffered in this Perſe- 
cution under Nero, as the Scripture confirms, And ©? 
Hiſtory relates that this worthy Preacher of the Lord, 


ſufferedin the fourreenthyear of Nere at Rome, inthe 
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ſeven and thirticth year after the paſſion of our Lord. 
Some think that the Epiſtle to the Hebrews was not 
writ by him, but by Timerhy, as Terislian thinks, 
or elſe by Clement, who was after Biſhop of Fome, 
who they fay-was joyned with Pav/. Others think 
he did write it only not for the hatred he bore to the 
Jews, but diflembled, or confeſſed not his name in 
the entry of his Salutation, as 'was uſual with him in 
his other Epiſtles, yet writ as an Hebrew tothe He- 
brews, writing in a more Eloquent ſtile. And that is 
the reaſon why that Epiſtle is more Eloquently Tran- 
ſlated into Greek than his other Epiſtles. Some differ 
about the time of his death, but all grant that he ſuffer- 
ed under this Nero, 


The Second Perſecution, 


The firſt Perſecution under Nero, ceaſed under Ye- 
ſpaſian, which gave ſome reſt to the Chriſtians; after 
whoſeRaign was movyedthe ſecond Perſecution by the 
Emperour Domitian, Brother of Titus, of whom 
Orefius and Enſebins write that he begun mildly, but 


after did ſo rage, that he commanded himſelf-to.be * 


Worſhipped as God, and cauſed his Image of Gold 
and Silver to be ſet up. In his time he put to death 
all the Nephews of 7#de the Lords Brother, and cauſed 
allto be ſlain that could be found of the ſtock of Da- 
vid, In his time Simon Biſhop of Hieruſalem, after 
other torments was Crucified, After whom ſucceed- 
ed Juſtes in thar Biſhoprick. And 1ohn the Evange- 
lift was baniſhed into the Ifle of Patmor, undtr this 
Domitsan, Divers miracles are reported of 10bn, as 


Foes into ſcalding oyl, and turning ſtones to Gold. 


me report he was reſtored by Pertinax, andcameto_ 
| Epheſus, 


H 
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Epheſus, where he was Biſhop, /and Preacht in «Ffe, 
and lived the Age of threeſcore and eight years, and 
writ his Epiſtles there; and ſome Proſecuting the 
ſtory, fay they heard Polycarpus ſay, that 1oba went 
to Epheſus, and being there, went to the baths £6 
waſh him, and ſeeing Cerinthas the Heretick, and an 
Enemy to the truth, in the Water, would not go in, 
or elſe leapt out again ſuddenly, fearing the roof of 
the Bath would have fallen upon him ; ſuch fear the 
people of God had in thoſe times of Communicating 
withthe wicked. In this Emperours time there yyere 
tvvo of the Nephevvs of 1#de the Lords Brother, 
brought before the Emperour, vvho asked them, yyhat 
manner of Kingdom Chriſt's ſhould be, yyho told 
him, that it vvas not of this World, but Spiritual, 
and that he ſhould come in Glory, to judge the quick 
and the dead, and then his Kingdom ſhould appear 
vvhat it vvas. Which vyhen the Emperour heard, be 
lecthem go as vile perſons, and ſtaid the Perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians. So that we may ſee the cauſe 
of the rage of theſe Emperours againſt the Chriſtians. 
Clement, after he had Governed the Church of R ome 
nine years, left it to Exaraſtus, and he to Sixrus, and 
then followed Teleſphorus, Higinus - Pixs, and then 
Soter, and he to Elentherins,of whom there is nothin 
memorable committed to ſtory, * 


The Third Perſecution, 


Betwixt the ſecond and third Perſecution, was but 
one year under 2 erva, after whom ſucceeded Traje- 
nw : who for civil policy and Government was com- 
mendable, much familiar with his inferior Subjes, 
as he ſaid, A Prince ſhould be a {tri& obſerver of Ju= 

| | ſice, _ = 
| % ; :.»£ 4 
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ſtice, ſo that when he made a Prztor, he would charge 
him to uſe the Sword wiſely, and juſtly : yet for all 
this, he was impious, and cruel to the Chriſtians, in 
fo much that Pliny the ſecond writ a fayourable Letter 
ro him in the behalf 'of the Chriſtians, that the Chri- 
ſtians did . nothing againſt the Laws of the Romans, 
worthy death or Perſecution, only they uſed ro meet. 
together before day, and Pray, and Sing Hymnes to + 
a certain God they called Chriſt, whom they Wor. 

ſhipped, otherwiſe they were Godly and honeſt in o- 
ther things : ſo that by his Letter to the Emperour, 
the Perſecution was ſtaid and diminiſhed, and the Em- 
perour writ again to him, that he would not havethem 
ſought out for, only if they did againſt the Law,to pu- 
niſh them, at which Tertullian complains, and ſaith, 
O Sentence of a confuſed neceſſity, he wonld not have 
thems ſought out, and yet cauſeth them to be puniſhed as 
men guilty ; however the rage of che Perſecution ſtaid. 
Notwithſtanding, many falſe and wicked men execut. 
ed their cruel defignes, and ceaſed not to aflli& the 
Chriſtians in many places; and certain of the 1ewsfþ 
Nation ſought to find out any of the {ſtock of David, 
ſo that if any tumult or uprore was in the City, it 
was laid on the Chriſtians. And certain accuſed $4. 
men Biſhop of Zeruſalem, and Son of Cleophas, that 
he was a Chriſtian, which his accuſers were ( faith 
Egeſippus ) found to be of the ſtock of David them- 
ſelves, and were apprehended, and put to Execution 
who themſelves were the cauſe of others deſtruction. 
In this Perſecution, S:weor the Lords Brother, was 
taken and ſcourged many days together, who did con- 
ſtancly hold out and indored, at laſt was Crucified, ti- 
 niſhinghis courſe in the Lord, for whom he ſuffered, 
- being of theage of a hundred and twenty years, as is 


recorded 
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| recorded in Hiſtory, Phocas alſo Biſhop of Ponta, 
' becauſe he would not Sacrifice to 7 eptunum, was by 


Trajanus put into alime-kiln and bot bath, where the 
Godly Martyr ended his life. In this Perſecution ſuf- 
fered S»ſpicins, and Servilianus, two Noble men of 
R ome, as alſo their two Wives, Emnphroſyha, and 


Þ .. Theodora, whom Sabina Converted to the Faich of 
*F+ © Chriſt, and was Martyred. And.ſo did Sera/iaa Vir- 
& - gin, and divers others, as /farerns eArchilleus, and 
E-- Sagar. Inthis Perſecution ſuffered that bleſſed Mar- 

3 — tyr /pratins, fo famous in Hiſtory to this day, ſuc- 

-, ceeded Peter in the Biſhops ſeat, who being ſent for to 

| Rome, heſtrengthenedthe places and Cities as he came 


along, Preaching the Goſpel ant Faith of Chriſt, and 
was given after tothe wild beaſts to be devoured, he 
exhorted all mento ſtick to the tradition of the Apo- 
ſtles, and when he came to Smyrna, where Polycarpas 
was Bilhop, he wrote to the Congregation at Ephe- 


fas, where he made mention of Oneſimus their Paitor ; 


writing to them, leſt they ſhould refuſe Martyrdom, 
and loſe the end they deſired. As he paſſed from 


Syria to Rome, hefought with beaſts by Sea and [| and, 


being day and night bound betwixt ten Souldiers, 
which the more he ſhevv'd benefits to them, the worſe 
they were to him, and yet he was laught at by 
all, he deſired much to come to the place of Executi- 


. :on, yea, faith he, 1 will provoke the beaſts ro come upon 
Me with their gaping months, let fre, Gallows, nild 


beaſts, breaking my bones, pulling aſunder my members, 


' Preſſing my body, nay the torments of Hell and the De- 
' .._ wil come, I careno! for all, ſo 1 may win Chriſt, And 


when he beard the Lyons roar,and going to bethrown 


 tothem, Come, faith he, 1 an the Grain and wheat 


of Chriſt, 1 ſhall be ground with your terth, that 1 may 
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be found pure bread before the Lord. Beſides this bleſl- 
ed Martyr, many thouſands were put vo death, and 
Martyred under this Emperour. | 
Next Trajanus was Hadrian Emperour, under 
whom ſuffered Alexander Biſhop of Reme, and his 
: two Deacons, as alſo Zeno a Noble man of Rome, * 
E with ten thouſand , and two hundred more, 3 
' as Hiſtory reports: Hadrian being at Athens, pur- *F 
pvſed to viſitihe Country of Eluſna, to do Sacrifice # 
ro the Gods, and gave leave in the while to any to 
Perſecute the Chriſtians; whereupon Quadratus a 
man Famous for lcarning,yvho was at Athens, being Bi-  } 
ſhop of that place, anda Diſciple of the Apoſtles, did } 
offer an excellent and learned Apology to the Empe- 
rour, in behalf of the Chriſtians, wherein he did de- 
clare the Chriſtians to be cruelly and evil intreated withe 
out cauſe. And ſo did Ariſtides, Sirenus, and Cra- 
v5, Who all writ in defence of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, very learned and grave Epiſtles to the Emperour. 
So through the goodneſs of God, the Emperour be. 4 
ing moved with the Prayers and Epiſtles of theſe learn- 'v 
ed and excellent men, ſo turned the bearc of the Em- 
perour, that be being better informed of the order, 
and profeſſion of the Chriſtians, became more fayour- | 
able to them, - and direfted his Letters ro Minautiny, | 
and Fandanns in Aſia, thatthey fhould forbear the Per- 
ſecution of the Chriſtians, having nothing elſe of crime 
objcfed againſt them, but only the name of Chi. 
ſtians. 
After the death of Hadrian, who died by bleeding at 
_ theNoſe, ſucceeded 4ntonias Pixs,inthe year of our Lord, 
140.andReigned three andtwenty years, who for his mo- 
deſty and clemency to all men, was called Pius Godly ; his 
ſaying was,he hadrather ſave one (itizen, than "_ a 
| thor. 
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thouſand «Adverſartes ; yet the State of the Chriſtians 
was much as Hadriay leftit, ſetting out no publick ' 
Edits to Perſecute the Chriſtians : yet the tumnltuous 
rage of the Heathen was ſuch, they did not ceaſe to 
ffli& the Chriſtians upon any misfortune happening ro = ? 
+ them, imputing all miſchief to them, ſo that in divers | 
places, ſome were put to death, though nor by the 
conſent of the Emperour, be being ſo mild that he 
moved no Perſecution, and if any was raiſed, he ſtaid 
it ſo ſoon as hecould, as may appear by his Letters to 
his Officers 10 ſeveral places, 


The Fourth Perſecution, I 


Afterthe death of this Emperour , the mild and 
quietPrince, and who among them all came to the 
moſt quiet end, Antonius Verns, and Lacins his Bro- 
ther, Reigned about the year of our Lord, 162, A 

; man of more ſtern and ſevere behaviour, yet inPoli- 
| tick and civil Government commendable, as alſo learn- 
edin Philoſophy, yet to the Chriſtians ſharp and ſe- 
vere, and moved the fourth Perſecution after A er0. 
# - Among whom Polcarpws' Biſhop of Smyrna, in the 
rage of this Perſecution ſuffered in Afia, asallo twelve 
more Martyrs in ia ſuftered grievous torments, be- 3 
ing whipped fo fore, that their veins and Arteries 
appeared,and the very intrails of their bodies and bow- 
els were ſcen, and after that ſet on ſharp ſhells, edged 
and ſharpened, as alſo Nailes and Thornes ſpread for 
them to go upon, that the multitude wondred at their 
patience and conftancy,and at laſt after all, werethrown 
. to the wild beaſts and devoured. Polycarpms being 
| ſoughtfor, was ſolicited by his Friends to flee out'ot 
_ the City, and fo did go and hide himſelf in a Coun» + 
| | oy, = 
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try grange, living privately at the intreaty of ſome of 


| his Friends, but being aſteep one nigh:, had a dream 


that his bed was on fire, and fo awakened, whereas 
in a Viſton he was told what ſhould become of him ; 
ſhortly after the purſuers came after him, ſo that his 
Friends intreated him to flee again, and being on the 
top of the Houſe; where he might have eſcapedif he 
would, bit he would not, ſaying, the will of the Lord 
be done ; ſo that he came and ſpake chearfully to them 
that came to take him, and with his grave countenance 
carried himfelfſo ckearfully, that his purſuers were a- 
mazed. But by and by he cauſed the Table to be 
ſpread, that they might Dine with him before they 
went, deſiring nothing of them, but that they would 
vive hiri an hours reſpite in private to pray, which they 
oranted him, But his heart was fo repleniſhed with 
grace in his Prayers, that they that heard him could 
not but be ſorry that ſuch a Godly man ſhould be put 
todeath. But as they weregoing on 1n their Journey, 
he was compelled in ſeveralplaces to behold the Sacri- 
fices, and deſired to do Sacrifice to their Gods, which 
he refuſed, but Preached and ſtrengthened the Chri- 
ſtians as he care along, andRlikewiſe the people, or as 
ſome ſay, it was a voice from Heaven, calling to him 
with loud voices, now to play the man. Being come 
before the Emperour, he was deſired to Swear by the 
Emperours good Fortune, (as was uſual ) buthe de- 
nied. They threatned him with Fire, what tell you 
we of that, ſaithhe, of Fire that will extingmiſp, what 
4 that to the Fire of Hell, that mill burn everlaſtingly 
the wicked who ſhall be condemned toit > But coming 
near the place of Execution, he kneeled down, thank - 
ing God his Father that had called him to ſuffer : and 


as the Fire yyas kindled by the cormentgrs, and the 


Fire 
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. lous matter which we were - preſerved co tell to others. 


Fire began to flaſh out vehemently : we (-ſaich the 
ſtory) ro whom ir was given to diſcern it, ſaw a;marvel- 


For the Fire being made like a: roof of an. Houſe, and 
after the manner of a Ship mans. Sail filled- with wind, 
the Fire ſo encompaſſed the body of the; Martyr, as 
With a certain wall, and he in| the middle: not as fleſh 
that burned, but as Gold and Silver purified, and we 
felt ſuch a ſmell and * avour, as ie were of Myrrhe or 
other precious balm, that had given a ſcent. | Art laſt 
when they ſaw his body would not burn or conſume, 
they commanded one to thruſt him through with-a 
Sword; and ſo he did, and ſo much blood iſſued from 
him, that all wondred, bath Elc& and Infidels.- © 
This Polycarpus was a Diſciple of one of the'Apo- 
ſtles, and a Teacher of the Charch at Smyrna, many 
heard him ſpeak of the 2 poſtles, arid; cbeir doings, 
and that had heard the word of Life, with their 6wn 
ears, Beſides that bleſſed Martyr, many ſuffered 
in Aſia, and were ſcourged with rods, beaten, whip- 
ped, and having their bones broken, Among thereſt 
Faſtinus, a famous Philoſoper and Mariyr, 1n Ptole» 
mar, and : acizs in a City of eAgype called Alexan- 
aria, Beſides many Martyrs of Vienna and Lyons, 
which were Spectacles of conſtancy, and writ totheir 
Brethren in Lyons from Phrygia, and Aſie, acquainting | 
them with their ſufferings, and to encourage them to 
hold our tothe end in tbe profcflion of Chriſt, A» 
bout the ſame time wrote Heraclutzs Annatations on 
the New Teſtament, being one of the ficrlt that began 
to Write ſuch.- [Theophilus Biſhop. of Ceſarea, and 
Dion ſins Biſhop of (orinth, a man Faitbfully learned, 
who writ td Pe7:/#7 a Biſhop, notto lay any Yokeof 
chaſtity on-any of his Brethren. ' And writes alſo of 
fb _. Diony« 
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Dionyſus Arcopagitus, that he was Converted by the 
Preaching of. Sr. Paxl,. as is recorded in the As, and 


was made after Biſhop of Athens: About this time. 


- wrote (lemens Alexandrinus, a man of notable and 
ſingular learning, whoſe Books remain (ſhewing the 
order''and- manner of the Books and Goſpels of the 
New Teſtament, as alſo mentioning the keeping of 
Sunday Holy day, of which we find no mention be- 
fore, butonly in Jaftinus Martyr, and hedeclares 
that two times, eſpecially, the Chriſtians mer together 
to pray. - Fhe firſt, when any Convert was to be Ba 
p_ - And the ſecond time was Sunday, which was 
ept for 'two reaſons. © Firſt, becauſe on chat day 
_ God madethe World. And Secondly, on that day 
Chriſt ſhevved himſelf firſt to his Diſciples after his 
ReſutreRtion. About this time the Goſpel of St. Mat. 
thew vvas Tranſlated or Writ in Hebrew, and left by 
St. Bartbolomew, and vvas brougyt to the Library at 
Alexandria, In this time one Pantenys vvas the firſt 
that read 1n open Schools, vvhich is thought vvas the 
beginning of reading by the Chriſtians in Univerſities. 
And about this time vvas the controverſie betvvixt the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, about the obſervation 
of Eaſter, as ſhall be ſhevved vvben yve come to it 
hereafter. | | 
Sanitus a Martyr, inthe midſt of his torments, en- 
during fo much as vvas poſſible for humane nature to 
bear ,the Judge asking his name, and vvbat Country he 
yvas of, vvould make no anſyver but this, 1 am s 
Chriffian; The Tyrants being forevexed, command- 


ed Plates of Braſs red fire hot, to: be clapt to theten- 


der parts of his body, and yet though his body vvas 
ſcorched, he ſhrunk not, but yyas bold and con- 
Rant, being moiſtned vyith the vyater vvhich came ”_ 
= _ | ; : j | 
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the ſides of Chriſt, though his body was ſo ſcorche 
and drawn together, that he had almoſt loſt the ſhape 
of a man; in which bis ſuffering he obtained great 
plory to Chriſt, overcoming his Adverſaries by ſuffer- 
ing, and inftructing others ( that «ere vveak and fear- 
ful.) That norhing is or can be terrible vyhere the 


- love of God is manifcſt. But the Perſecutors not 


content vvith his former trorments, added a ſecond vvay, 
vvhereby his body vvas ſyvoln that it could nor be 
rouched, they thinking to make him deny bis Faith, 
and terrifie others ; but it proved othervyiſe, .that his, 
puniſhment vvas rather a Medicine, for his body did 
return to the ſame ſhape, fo that be had the uſe of his 
Members : Which ſome that vvere fearful ſeeing, 
vvere encouraged, vvho yvere about to. deny Chriſt : 
"As one Bib/:des beins brought to behold the torments, 
hoping ſhe vvould blaſpkeme Gad, but ſhe tbinking 
of the Fire of Hell, avvakened out of the ſleep of 
death, and reviled the tormentors, ſaying: How do 
you think we ſhould eat young Infants, ( of which they 
were acculed ) when we will not eat ſo much as the 
blood of any beaſt, being (hbriſt#ans ? So confeſſing 
her ſelf a Chriſtian, (he was Martyred with the reſt; 
Beſides. many others that were put ig Priſon and dyed, 
Photinuy Deacon of the Biſhop of Lyons, fonrſcore 
and nine years of Age, ſo Feeble that he could ſcarce 
draw breath for Age, yet was lively, being brought 
before ne Jodge, many rich Citizens prefling afrer 
him, who ſpake diverſly of kim: The Judge asKing 
what was the Chriſtian God's name, told him, he 


24s not worthy to know : With which Anſiver he 


cauſed bimto be. beaten, throwing what came next 
hand at him, uſing great torments, and after threw him 
into Pciſon, where be died in two days after. 
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Saturn Saniftus, after cruel broiling on the Grid- 
_ and other torments, glorified God by Matrtyr- 
om. 

Allo Blandina a weak Woman, ſuffered Martyrdom 
joyfully, | | 

eAlexander a Phrygian and eMttalus being brought 
out together, the Governour granting eAlexander to 
the People, was baited again by the Wild Beaſts, be- 
ing ſo before, andin Yriſon; and when be had ſuffered 
all the Agony they could invent, he was ſlain, never 
giving ſo much as a ſigh, but Praiſed the Lord. But 
eAttalus being let in an Iron Chair began to Fry, ſo 
that the Sayour of nis body began to ſmell, yer ſpake 
to the multitude in the Roman Language, Behold, 
faith he, this i to eat man's fleſh which. you do, but 
we "xy neither eat men, nor commit any other 
wickedneſs as you accuſe uw, And being demanded 
What was the name of the Chriſtians God, be anſwer- 
ed, Our Ged hath no ſuch name as yours, Then ſaid 
they, See ?f he can help you. 

Klandina and Ponticus a Child of fifteen years old, 
were brought ou: at the laſt days Spetacle, ro affrighr 
others that were to ſuffer, thar ſo they might turn 
them to ſerve their Idols; who at laſt after many tor- 
ments patiently ſuffered, gave up the Ghoſt : Blan- 
aina like a good Mother, gave hcr Children exhorta- 
tion, ſending them before as Valiant Conquerours in 
Martyrdom, came at laſt her ſelf to the place of Exe- 
cution, with as much joy as the bad gone to a Wed- 
ding: after her pittiful Whipping.and caſting to the 
Wild Beaſts, ſhe was put inco a Net, and thrown to 
the Wild Bull, and being gored and wounded, yet 
fclt nothing in regard of the conſolation ſhe had in 
Chriſt: at laſt yas ſlain; the Heathen Executioners 
COn- 
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confefſing, never Woman endured ſo much fo pati- 
entl;, and yet theſe Heathens every day inventednew 
kinds of torments for the Chriſtians. 

A mong others that ſuffered under Antoninus, was 
Tuſtinus, who bad Writ two Apologies or Epiſtles 
for the Chriſtians, to the Senate of Roxze one, the 
other to the Emperour. Jxſtine was born in Paleſtina 
at a City. called Neopols : whoſe Father was Priſcies 
Bachins, who in his youth ſet him to School to learn 
Philoſophy, wherein he became Famous, and having 
tryed other Sets, at laſt became a Platoniſt, trying all 
ſorts of Philoſophers: But when he came to ſee the 
ſuffering of the Chriſtians thought i: impoſſible ſuch 
people ſhould be given to any Vice, being abl=s to 
indure ſo great adverſity, yea, the moſt cruel death: 
So he began to be in love with the Chriſtians, and to 
favour tne Chriſtian Religion, conceiving it was ra- 
ther the malice of men, than any wickedneſs in them 
that made them fo to ſuffer, Being thus affl:ed in 
his mind, he went into a Country Village or Grange, 
where he thought to be alone; but there met himan 
Ancient Man, with a c-mely Viſage, as he was by the 
Sea-fide, and reaſoned wich him a great while, the 
old man declaring to !jjim that there vvas no true fſavin 
knowledge among the Philoſophers, vyhich neither 
knevy the true God, nor vvere inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and further reaſoned vvith him of the emmer- 
rality of the Soul, of the reward of the Godly, and pu- 
niſhment of the wicked ; ſo that 7aſtine yielded and 
asked hovv he might come to the knouledge that he 


ſpake of ? The old man told him be muſt fearch-and 


read the Prophets, and adjoyn Prayer to it, for they 
yvere much more Antient than the Heathen Gods or 
Philoſophers, and yyere inſpired by the Holy Ghcſt, 
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and did not regard mens inventions ; and had ſuch 
clear demonſtrations of things to come and paſt,as con- 
cerning the Creation, the coming 'of Chriſt many 
years before, which all came to paſs; ſo that they 
wereto be credited above the falſe ſeducing Prophets 
that could not Propheſic of ſuch thing to come. And 
ſo the old man departed, withing 7aſt5ne to do as he 
had defired him; and he ſaw him no more. ' Immedi- 
ately after this 7uſtine was ſn in *amed as with fire kin- 
dled in his breaſt, that he began toflove all that favour- 
ed Chriſt, and was Baptized, bu- where is uncertain, 
only St. Zerome ſaith, preſently after he went to Rome, 
and uſed exerciſes whichhe called Uzarribu, diſputing 
with Creſcensthe Cynical Philoſopher. However this 
Is certain, he was a great defender of the Chriſtians : 
at laſtthrough the malice of Creſcens he ſuffered Martyr- 
dom under Antoninus Verus,a little after Polycarpus in 
Aſia; And ſo you have the diſcourſe of Juſtine and 
other Martyrs of France, who commended Ireneus 
( being made Miniſter ) by their Letters to Elenthe- 
31245 Bithop of Rowe, which Irenzus was a hearer of 
Poljycarpus, and after the Martyrs death was made Bi- 
ſhop of Lyons and ſucceeded Photinus. About this 
time were in «4 one AApollinarius Biſhop of Hiere- 
poli, and « Melito Bilhop of Sardis, much commend- 
ed of Tertiullian, who exhibited Apologies to the Em- 
peror in behalf of the Chriſtians to ſtay the perſecu- 
tion, 25 did Ozadratus and Ariſtides to Adrian, mar- 
velling much tnat the godly (huyld ſuffer ſuch cruelty, 
and T'nievesor Robbers by the high way ſhould be 
col-rated, ' which no good Prince would futfer. The 
jaid e Melito writing to Oneſimus giveth us the true 
knowledg and catalogue of the names of the. Authen- 

tical Books of the Old Teſtament, and declareth them 
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to be, viz, Five Books of Moſes, Joſtua, Tndges, 
Ruth, 4 Kings, 2 Paralipom. Pſalms, Proverbs of $0- 
lomon , Wiſdom , the Preacher, Song of Songs, Fob, 
Iſaiah, Feremiah, 12 Prophets in One Book, Daniel , 
Ezekiel, Eſdras :; where you may ſee what were ad- 
mitted Authentick, and what otherwiſe. Bur to di- 
oreſs alittle z ſome think the Apologies of theſe men 
{taid the perſecution ; but others more neat the truth 
think it aroſe from a miracle ſhew'd in the'Emperors 
Camp by the Chriſtians. The (tory is this ; Ar what 
time Marcus Antonins and Marcus eAurelins Commo- 
aus Emperors and Brethren joyning together, warred 
againſt the Quades, Vandalls, Sarmates, and German, 
their Army by reaſon of an eminent aſſault ofthe -Ene- 
my, was ſhut and cooped up ina ſtreight and narrow 
paſſage, as alſo in a dry hot place, which" brought 
much diſcomfiture to the Army, and abated the cou- 
rage of the Souldiers; where ona ſuddain a Legion of 
the Chriſtians withdrew themſelves from the Army fo- 
litarily, proftrating themſelves before God in Prayer, 
and obtained a double relief, God piving pleaſant 
ſhowers from the Element, ſo that the Soaldiers and 
Army wererefr.(hed, and their thirſt quenched; and 
not only ſo, but by the continual Lightning in the 
Enemies Camp they were ſo diſcomfited and affright- 
ed, that they fled from the Chriſtians, as'Terexlian 
witneſſeth, This ſo pleafed the Emperors" that they ' 
waxed more gentle and mild to 'the Chriſtians, com- 
manding to give the Chriſtians thanks not only for 
themſelves, but for the preſervation of all their Army. 
Some refer this to the time of { «cins (ommouduns, and 
not to Anrelins (ommodnus; However chings ſtand, this 


is certain,after AntoninsCommodus and AureliusCommo- © 


dur, ſucceeded Lncin; Commoans the Son of Yerns, who 
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raigned thirteen years, 175. Inthe time of this Coxp- 
moans, though he was incommodious to the Senate, 
yetthere was Univerſal peace to the Church of Chriſt. 
Somethink it was by reaſon of Marciat e Emperours 
Conctibine,, - who favoured the C hriſtians; How- 
ever itwas, whole Families and Noble Perſonages of 
Rome wereallured to joyn themſelves to the Church of 
Chriſt, of: whom was e-Fpollonius a Noble man and 
Senator of ome, who was maliciouſly accuſed by a 
Servant af-his own, ( as St. ferome reports ) but by a 
new-.Law. made, he that accuſed a Chriſtian fallely 
ſhould be put to Execution, and ſo he was, havin 
his Legs broken + Bur the Martyr by an Elder Law, 
that a Chriſtian once being arraigned withour recanta- 
tion ſhould; be beheaded, and ſo he was. 
This Cammodas upon his Birth- day habited himſelf in 
a Lions'Skin, . making lacrifice to Zapiter, proclaiming 
' Hercules to be Patron of the City , there being the 
{ame tinie-in the- City. of Rome YVincenrtins, Euxuſebins, 
422 Potentianas, all learned men, who follow- 
| the ſteps of the*Apoſtl:s, Preached againſt the 
blindneſs and ſuperſtition uſed , boldly reproving the 
IdaJatry of: the People, whereby one 7rlias a Senator 
and others were converted ; whichthe Emperor hear- 
ing -of,. ſent one of his Captains to compel them to 
come before. him, commanding they ſhould facrifice 
to: Hercales,; bur they ſtoutly refuſing, after grievous 
cormentsand ;great-miracles done by them, they were 
at ſt preſſed to death with leaden weights, as Vincen- 
tins hath'i it in his' Tenth Book, Chap. 119th. 2 
' But-now+:to' return to the order of the Roman Bi- 

ſhops, beginning where we left, at Alexander ; the 


' next that ſucceeded was Xrſt#s or Sixtus, yvvho made 


Joie tr1 ing Ordinances, and governed ten years, as 
F et 
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ſome Write. Then came Teleſpborus and was Biſhop * 
Eleven years ; be commanded Lent, and three Maſſes 
to be ſ1id upon the day of Chriſt's I ativity : Aﬀter 
him came Higinus inthe year 142, he brought in one 
Godfather and one Godmother at Baptiſm, as alſo the 
Dedication of Churches, Then came Pius, who made 
ſtri& Laws againſt the Pricſt that ler fall ſo much as a 
Crumb of the Holy Myſterres of the Lords Table, Then 
came in /nicetus, Soter, as alſo Eleutherius in the year 
of our Lord 180. About this time God ſtir'd up 
( among other learned men ) Serapion Biſhop of An- 
tioch, as alſo Egefpprs an Eccleſiaſtical Writer , as 
yvitneſs Jerome and Emnſcbins. 


The Fifth Perſecution, 


| Aﬀeer the death of Commudus reigned Pertinax but 
few months, afer vyhom ſucceeded Severns, who rai- 
{ed the fifth Pecſecutionin the year 195. And he raigned 


eighteen years, Ten of vyhich he was very favoura- 


ble to the Chriſtians ; Bur after by ſiniſter and mali- 
ctous ſuggeſtions was otherwiſe, commanding that no 
Chriſtian ſhould be ſuffered , vwhereby an infiaite 
number was put to death, about the year of our Lord 
205: The places moſt ſuffering were Africa, Alexan- 
aria, Cappadocia, and Carthage :; of whom the firſt 
that ſuffered was Leonides the Father of Origen, who 
was beheaded, with whom Origen his Son ſhould 
have ſuffered, being about ſeventeeen years of Age, 
ſuch a feryent deſire he had of Martyrdom for Chriſt, 
had not his Mother priyily conveyed away his Cloaths 
1n the night ſeaſon, ſo that for ſhame to be ſeen, he 
was kept from going with his Father, tobe athome : 
but though he could not go, yet he writ to his Father 

RTE being 
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© beingin Priſon, Cave tibi, &c. Take heed that you 
turn not your purpoſe of ſuffering for our fakes, 
( meaning his Mother and himſelf, ) This Origen had 
ſuch a myſtical ſpeculation in the Study of Learning, 
eſpecially of the Scripture, that he would oft move 
Queſtions to his Father of the meaning of ſuch and ſuch 
places, in ſo much that his Father would ofcen unco- 
ver his face being aſleep, and open his breaſt to kiſs it, 
giving God thanks that had made him Father of ſuch a 
Child, This Or:gen by his Learning, (their Goods 
being confiſcate by the Emperour) did maintain his 
Mother and{x Brethren by keeping School, at laſt gave 
himſelf to theStudy of tbeScripture,and profited ſo much 
therein, thar he conferred the Hebrew with other Tran- 
flations, They that write of him, report him to be of 
a ſharp quick Wit, of ſpare Diet, and he is faid to 
write ſo much as feven Maids and Notaries could Pen 
every day ; and is accounted by St. ferome to write 
feven thouſand Volumes, the Copies of ſome of them 
he uſed ro ſell for three pence a piece for ſuſtentation 
of himſelf and the Family, And when the Martyrs 
wentto their Death, he vvas many times fo bold as to 

o and kiſs them and imbrace them, ſo that he vvas 
| Clkadhnes endangered of Stomng by the multitude. 
Among his Scholars vvere Plutarch Serves, Heracli- 
des, Phats, Potamenia vvho ſuffered as Martyrs : Po- 
tamenia a Virgin, vyhich one Bafilides receiving to have 
her to Execution ſhevved her compaſſion, and vyould 
not ſuffer the rude multitude to raile upon her, but 
rebuked them; yvhom to requite, ſhe told him ſhe 
yvould pray for him: and fo yyhen ſhe had ſuffered, 
andhe ſavy her fuffer ſo quietly, did after confeſs htm- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, and that Potamenia had prayed for 
him, and he fayy a Croyyn put on his head, ſo vvas 
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next day beheaded, receiving the Crovvn of Mattyrs - 
dom. Beſides many that ſuffered, ſome eſcaped yyith 
Life, as Alexander Biſhop of 7ernſalem, vvho vyas 
made partner vvith 2 arciſ/zs, yvuho being unwieldy by 
reaſon of Age, being one hundred ſixty and three 
years old, vvas notable for the fun&ion, and fo Alex- 
ander continued Bifhop the ſpace of forty years natil 
the Perſecution of Decius, under yvvhom he yyas Im- 
priſoned and died in Ceſarea, and licenſed Origen ta 
Preach in his Church. In this time yvere eLndoclus, 
eAſclepiades; and Irenens Martyred. After vyas Ter 
t#llian a man expert in Greek and Latine, vvhom Yineen- 
tizs, and Lirinenſis praiſe. 
 Butnow toreturn to the Biſhops of Rome : Aﬀeer 
Elatherins mentioned before, came Yiftor yyho did 
Juietly in the time of Severus, bur after vyas a great. - 
irrer inthe controverſie of Eaſter, in thoſe days of 
the primitive Church, vvho vvould have Excommus- 
nicated the Churches of e4ja abour certain ces 
remonies, hadnot irenews Biſhop of Lyons ſtayed him: 
For certain it is, that the Apoſtles gaveno heed to the 
Obſervation of days and times, only attended the Apo- 
ſtles DoErine, and the vvord of Salyation, only de- 
fired they vvould abſtain from things ſtrangled, and 
from blood ; which blood is thought to be menti» 
oned for this reaſon: the Chriſtians yvere reported 
to Murder their Infants ; ſo to clear themſclyes they 
did let them knoyy, that it being againſt their ovyn' 
Layy to ſhed any mans blood, they did not 'only 
abſtaia from that, but'alſo from the blood of common. ' 
beaſts, and that Lavy being given by the Holy Ghoſt, 
vyas continued to the ſame end, during the time of 
Perſecution by the Heathen Gentiles, Neither yvas 
the Obſcryation of rites and ceremonies, meats or 
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drinks, days, times, places or veſtures greatly regard- 
ed, nor uniformity to them required by the Apoltles, 
but all kept'the Unity and concord of the Faith nor- 
withſtanding ſome outward differences, and this was 
in the year of our Lord 200, and fo continued till the 
Council of Nice. Then began Eafter day to be re- 

uired as neceſſary, and they counted Schiſmaticks that 
diſſented, With Y:#or ſtood many Biſhops, and on 
the other {ide ſtood the Biſhops of 4a, eſpecially Po- 
lycrates Biſhop of Epheſus, alledging the examples of 
Philip the Apoltie, Fohn the Evangeliſt, Polycarpas at 
Smyrna, all obſerving it as we do now. But Yi&or 
would Excommunicate them, but [renexs perſwaded 
him otherwiſe. After Yiftor ſucceeded Zephyrinus 
in the time of Severus, two hundred and three years, 
which ſome write ſatfixteen years and two months. In 
whoſe time, Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatie, Saturi- 
nu, Satyrus, Secananlus were thrown to the wild 
beaſts and devoured: only Secundaulus died in Priſon, 
and Saturinns was beheaded. This Severxs raigned the 
Term of eighteen years, and in the end of his time 
came into Britain with his Army, and after many con. 
fligs with the Brerrarns in the North, madea Wall of 
Turf and Straw, and ſtrong Stakes the length of a 
hundred thirty and two miles from the Tine to the 
Scottiſh Sea, and then removed to York, and by the 
breaking in of the Scors and Northern men, was be- 
fieged in York, and ſlain of his own Servants and Soul. 
diers. 
'After whom followed Varins Hehogabalns in the 
Empire, one more like a beaſt than a man in all Glut- 
tony, in filthineſs exceſſive, ſo given to rioting and 
delicacy in diet, that when he was near the Sea, he 
would ſend for fleſh into the Inland, and when in the 
2 | 2 | Land 
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Land ſend for all kind of Fiſh : :and' he is reported, 
that he had to Supper ſeven thouſand Dithes of Fiſh, 
and five thouſand of Fowl ; and never wore one Gar- 
ment twice ; but at laſt notwithſtanding all his pride 
and pomp, was ſlain, after he had: raipgned two: years, 
of his own Souldiers, and drawn through the Streets, 
and caſt into Tyber - and having no iſſue Adopted for 
his Son Aarelias called Alexander Severns the Son of 
« Mammea, who entred his Raigh inthe year of our 
Lord 224, and continued thirteen years, being com- 
mended for his wife and yertuous carriage, a great fa- 
vourer of Vertuous and Learned men, one that was 
liberal ro ſuch, a grear fayourer of Juſtice, and a great 
| hater of corrupt: Judges ; inſfomuch chat if any was 
| foundrto be ſuch, he with his rwo fingers would put 

ou: their eyes, diſmiſſing all idle vagrous and looſe 
Fellows from his Court: A great tavourer of the 
Chriſtians, and reſtoring their places of Worlhip: 
infomuch, that when a certain place was challenged, 
occupied by Cooks and Tiplers, that belonged to the 
C hriſtians , he decided the buſineſs, ſaying, /t was 
more reaſon it fhould be uſed for the worſhip of God, 
than for (o0ks and Scullions; and ſo cauſed the place 
to be reſtored to the Chriſtians, though there was 
no particular Chriſtian Churches at that time.built in 
Rome. 

«Mammea the Mather of this Alexander, whom 
Terome calls a Devout Religious Woman, hearingthe 
fame of Origen, ſentfor him to A4ntizoch, deſirous to 
hear and ſee him, to whom he reſorted, and remain- 
eda ſpace with the Emperour and his Mother, and ſo 
returned to Alexandria again, Soin this time, though 
the Church of Chriſt had nor herperfe& peace, yet had 
ſhe ſome tranquillity from Perſecution, Inand _ 
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- this time one Oc:/a a Virgin, which had been inſtru- 
Qedand converted by Vrbanus, and wasa means to 
convert her Husband, was brought before the Rulers, 
andadjudged to the bot Bath, wherein ſhe continued 
cold : then was brought out and Beheaded, the Exe- 
7 cutioner having two or three {itrokes before he cut it 
4 off, and after it was off, it lived two or three days, as 
the ſtory ſaith, | 
 . eMgepatns, (alepodins, Pammackins with his Wife 
and Children, and two and fotty others were Mar- 
tyred, Simplicins, Quiritius, and Falia his Mother 
alſo Martyred : Tiberixs, and Yalieranus Brethren be- 
ing beaten with bats and bruiſed, were after Brz- 
headed : concerning whom [I think they ſuffered un- 
der Decins or e Maximnus, rather than under Alex- 
anaer. 


The Sixth Perſecution, 


if: After the death of Alexander and « Mammea, who 
/ / were both ſlain and Murdered in Germany, was 
Ez e<Maxiwus choſen by the Will of the Souldiers, ra- 
ther than the Authority of the Senate, about the year 
of our Lord 237: who for hatred to Alexander's 
S Houſe, raiſed the fixth Perſecution againſt the Chri- 
&F  Afiians. Andthough no doubt but that many ſuffered 
&. underthis Emperour, yet by the merciful providence 
of God, ke rajgned but three years, After whom ; 
ſucceeded Gordianns in the year -of God 24e. A 
man ftudious for the' good of the Common weale : 
But this Emperour after he had Governed with much 
peace and tranquillity the Monarchy of Rome, he was | 
fain of Philip Emperour after him. | 


In 


In the days of this Emperour, was Pontianns Bi- 
ſhop. of Kowme, and many notable Fathers raiſed 
up in the Church, as Pheleres Biſhop of Antioch, and 
Zehenus : to theſe may be added Ammunins che 
School-Maſter of Origen, the Kinſman of Porphyry, 
an Enemy of Chriſt; yer this Ammonias being better 
endued with grace, left many good Books behind 
him in defence of the Chriſtian Religion, About this 
time was Julius Africanus the Scholar of Oragen, 
Unto theſe Doors may be added 2 atalins, who 
had ſuffered Perſecution conſtantly, but was at laſt 
ſeduced by Aſclepiodotas and Theodornus, which were 
the Diſciples of Theodorns, to be a Biſhop of their 
Sec, promiſing to give him one hundred and fifty 
Pieces of Silver every month, and being joyned to 
them, was by a Viſion from the Lord in great mercy 
forewarned, who will not ler one of his ownto periſh; 
yet being blinded by lucre and honour, was at length, 
I ſay, warned of God in a Viſion, and was all night 
ſcourged of the Angels, and wakening in the Morning, 
was ſo ſore in his body, chat he roſe, and putting on 
Sack-cloth, went into the Congregation to ZLephyris 
785 weeping, lamenting, and ſhewing his bodily 
ſtripes, and prayed them to receive him into Commu- 
nion again, and ſo was admitted as he deſired. | 

After the death of Pontianus, eAnterins ſucceeded 
Biſhop of Rome: Next him was Fabianys, of whom 
more hereafter ; and after them Hppolyrzs is mentioned = 
for a Biſhop and Martyr in Arabia, And mentionis + .» 
| made of great heaps of Martyrs buried by ſixty toge-= 
ther; and Hiſtory ſaith, that Hippolyrns was drawn in 
Pieces with wild Horſes , through Fields , Dales, 
Buſhes and Thornes, and ſodied. 


After 


ge 
s 


for Chriſtianity ſake were ſlain of Decins; as allo tor 
having committed theit creaſure to Fabianns Biſhop of 


KR ome, 


Tie Seventh Perſecution. 


This P/:lip being ſlain, Decins invaded the Crown 
in the year 250. by wiom was raiſed a terrible Per- 
ſecution, noted to be the ſeventh. This Fabianns 
was made Biſhop of Rome by a miraculous appoint. 
ment of God : For as the Congregation was mer to 
chuſe a Biſhop, this Fabianus coming our of, the 
Country tothe EleQion, thinking -nothing leſs than 
of himſelf to be choſen, ſuddainly a Dove came flying 
into the Congrega.ion, and alighted on his head, 
which the Congregation ſeeing, they all with one 


mind choſe him to be their Biſhop : But after, for 


what reaſon is uncertain, though ſome conceive for 
the hatred this Emperour bore to Philip, Fabianus 
' was Martyred in the beginning of this Emperours 
Raign, ſending out moreover his Proclamations, that 
all which profeſſed the name of Chriſt, Mould be ſhin. 
In the Raign of this Emperour, Origen that was ſo in 
his beginning, comforting and kiſſing the Martyrs, 
: was made ſearch for, ſo as he could not be covered in 


any place nor hid, yet laboured much in the Church 
; | affairs 


AY 
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 "Aﬀeer Gordidnis raigned Philip as you heard, who 
with bis Son Philip Governed the Empire ſcyen years 
in the year of our Lord 246. This Emperour was 
Chriſtened by Fabianus and Origen, wio by Letters 
exhorted hit and Severa his Wife to be Baptized, 
and fo he was, being che firſt Emperour that brought 
Chriſtianity into'the Imperial Seat, However others 
report, this is certain, that this Emperour and his:Son 


TT 


| bim, ſucceeded Dionyſus Alexandrinus, Babilus 


. philia died Martyrs; Olympiades, « Maximns Noble 
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affairs by writing , exhorting, and expounding the 
Scripture about the ſpace of fifty years, unto the 
time of Decixs : Under him he ſuffered "racking , 
Dungeons, and much torment, . bc{ides terrible death 
and burning. Yet ſome write, that .after he was 
brought co che Altar, and, enticed to uncleanneſs with 
an ugly Ethiop, rather. than he would commit un- 
cleanneſs with her, he burnt incenſe to the Altar, 
for which he was Excommunicate ; and being driven 
with ſhame and ſorrow from Alexandria, went to | 
Jeruſalem, and coming .to the Congregation, was 
deſired to make an exhortation, which at laſt he took 
the Book to dogand turning it; read in the fiftieth Pſalns 
theſe words: # hat haſt, thou to ao 10 take my Lays 
in thy mouth? but. could. go no futther, | ſhutting 
the Book, bewailing himſelt , the whole Cpngregati- 
on weeping with him alſo; . and ſome report thathe 
died in great poverty and miſery, and was buried in 
Tyr, inthe year of our Lord 255, andthe ſeyentieth 


year of his Age. | : 
Afﬀeer Origen, came Heracles his Uſher, and after 


Biſhop | died. in Priſon under this Decz#s, as did 
Alexander Biſhop of Feruſalem above named; and 
in Antioch, Vincentins [peaks of. forty Virgins Mar- 
tyred:. ASalſo of one Peter of Phrygia, who ſuffer- 
ed bitter torments for Chriſts ſake, 'Alſo in Babylon 
divers were led into Sparn, and Martyred under De- 
cixs, Hiſtories make mention of Germanus, Theo- 4 
philus, Caſarins, Polochranius, Neſtor, who in Pam. 


men, Anatolia a Virgin, all Martyrs, as' Dionyſus 
Biſhop of «Alexandria mentions in his Epiſtle,'and 
ſo Exſebins reports 1a his 1ib, 6, Cap». 40, 4b 42+ 
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' all ſuffering the ſpoiling 'of their Goods with joyful- 
neſs. Mention is made of Apollomia a Virgin being 
ſomething Antieat, whom they brought forth, and 
daſhing out all her teech out of her mouth, made a 
preat Fire, threatning to caſt her into it, if (he would 
not blaſpheme Chriſt: at which the making a pauſe a 
while, ſuddenly leapt into the Fire, and was burned 
to death... Les | 
Allo Serapion they took out of his own Houſe; 
after they had' aſſailed him with many torments, and 
broke almoſt all the joynts of his body, they caſt him 
down froman upper lofr, and ſo compleated his Mar. 
rtyrdom. | 
' But at laſt it pleaſed God to ſet great diſſention 
among tlie Perſecutors. themſelves, which turned 
their cruelty "againſt one another, and fo the Church 
of. God had a breathing. time from the rage of Perſe- 
cution, 

But long it laſted not, bur there came a cruel Edi 
againſt the Chriſtians by which many ſuffered, and 
ſome cowardly forſook the truth, and burnt incenſe 
tothe Idols, others conſtantly ſuffered, as Macer a 
Martyr, Alexander, Epinaftas, and fourceen Women, 
Hieron, Dioſcorus, lfidorus, - Nemeſion, Ammond , 
Zenon, Ingenius, Theophylaft, ſome of which ran 
into their Councils, confeſſing openly they were Chri- 
ſtians, to the Amazement of the Council, 

Hilarion who was commanded by his Maſter to do 
Sacrifice to the Gods, was ſore rebuked becauſe: he 
refuſed ; and when he could not by any means'con- 
ſtrain him, . he took a Pike, or ſharp Stake in his hand, 
and ran it through his body. get 

Cheremon an Aged man and a Biſhop, fled with his 
Wife and Children into che Mountains of Arabia, and 

A ns never 
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(35) 
never returned, being ſought after by Friends, could ne- 
yer be found. However we may ſee in thoſe days that 
Biſhops had Wives.Some there werethat did renounce 
their Faith, and were made SpeRacles of Gods Judg- 


ments : as (yprian reports of one Exaraſius Biſhop 
of Africa,who forſook his Flock,and made Shipmrack 
of his Faith; as alſo A «crocraſtus a Deacon, . yet 
repented after as ſome ſay;' yet others held conſtant 
| to the end. The ' fame (jprian relates a Noble 
ſtory of one of his Collegues a Prieſt , beipg op» 
preſſed with weakneſs and afraid of death, and 
bis Execution drawing nigh at hand, he deliged 
to depart and be diſcharged; and, as he was thus 
intreating 'and almoſt dying, there appeared to 
him a' young man gf a tall beautiful countenance 
and revererit Majeſty, whoſe body was ſo bright, 
that it couli not be beheld with carnal eyes, to 
whom this young man ſpake with a cettain indig- 
nation of mind, and ſaid, To ſuffer yois dare. net , 
to go out you will rot, what would you have me 
to do rinto you? Such .renouncing the Faith was 
abour this time , 'that by reaſon of the weakneſs 
of Chriſtians, ſprung up the error of A ovatus , 
and made. a great Alb banice in the Church. 'This 
Novatus being a Prieſt of Carthage under Cyprian, 
held this error, That after any did renounce the 
Faith 'of Chriſt, and Sacrificed to Idols, they 
were not to be admitted into the Church ,: though 
they did repent: which ertor did make great di. 
ſturbance in the Church, and ſome held with 


7 . bim; but after Novarzs left it, and was recon-, 

ciled to the Church of Chriſt. However there 

was a Synod held at Rome of ſixty Bilhops in the 

+ time of Cornelis, and in- the Raign of Docins , 
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in the year, 2f5,, the hear of Perſecution being a 
little calmed; yet after this Cornelizs Biſhop. of 
Rome; "died a. Martyr, The ſame * Cornelius is 
ſaid” to, ſet out , Decretal Epiſtles, and certain 
things not. agreeing with the Church of Chriſt : 
But 'at laſt "being accuſed of Writing Letters in 
commendation of*.Chriſt and Chriſtians, which 
he confeſſed | to Cyprian, though there Was no=- 
thing Detogatory to the Emperour, yet was af- 
ter beaten with .,bats to death , commending his 
Biſhoprick, to Stephan his Deacon, and fo ended 
his" life in Martyrdom” © . 

' About this time ſuffered eAvrelins, and IMap- 
palitg, who boldly went into the Council, and 
being” condemned told them boldly , they ſhould 
fee. them .run to morrow for a Wzger, and ſo were 
then: brought out and ſuffered: their Martyrdom con- 
— = 

 And'thns much of the Tyranny of this Decius 
againſt Gods Saints, and the; juſt hand of God 
agaiolt him: For as he flew Phelip and his Son, 
ſo he and his Son were ſlain in going to War 
againſt the Gothians; and being in danger to be 
taken, to eſcape the Barbarians hands, he ran 
into a Whirle-pit and was drowned , and never 
found after. Neither did the. Empire eſcape, 
but a great Flague fcll on the *Heathen , that 
laſted ten years, neycr an Holiſe in eAlexan- 
dria- being Free,: whici though it fell on the 
Chriſtians as others, yet the Chriſtians conti- 
nually viſited the Heathen, and relieved them 
with their charity, and ſhewed pitty. to. thoſe 
that (hewed no pitty' co them nor their own Fel- 


lows. | Pg 
= . 


> 


J* "| 


.Damaſus reports he ſat three years, and was behead- ' 


(37) 

And it is. obſeryed,. the Plague came from the 
hot Countries, and raged violently in, all the Rg- 
man Monarcby,eſpecially wherethe Emperour hadſent 
his Edits againſt the Chriſtians. And after this. Decrzs 
who raigned but two years,came in bytreaſon Galusand 
Volafiangus his Son, Emperours 1n the. year 2559; con- 
tinuing their Raign but two years, | 'Fhis; Gal#s al- 
though in the beginning he was ſomething quiet, - yet 
following Decius ( by whom he. ſhould; haye -rather 
taken heed ) ſet forth. Edics againſt the Chriſtians ; 
though we do not find many that fuftered.death :© The 
chicteſt of the Perſecution. being, exilement of the Bi- 
ſhops and Guides'of the Flock. of. Chriſt; : 5//: + 
The firſt was Cyprian, Biſhop of Cartvages) beiides - 


certain Prieſts who were: condemned to the. metele 
Mines, which were, Nemeſpas, Felix, and Lucius; 
whom Cyprian comforced and exhorted- by Letters, 
giving them ſweet, comfort and conſolation :+ as alfo 
to Segrizs, and Rogatiannus, who were in Priſon, and 
bonds forithe truth. In-the time. of. this Gallas: was 
Lacins Biſhop of Rome ſent to Baniſhment;; ' but-afzer'a 
time hereturned to his Church. .' And,-Jome Authors 
report of his pride, and his ſetting forthr ordinances, 
which ſtogd nor with;:the. Biſhops of thoſe times; yer 
"Euſebius reports he took: upon bim the pompous ſtile 
of the Koman Biſhops, and took Prieſts from; their 
own Wives, and held the Chair but eight months: But 


ed the ſecond year.of Palerianand Galiznus Emperours. 
After the Raign of this Galzs and Voluſianns who 
raigned two years, e/Emilianus, which flew them both 
by:ctvil ſedition, ſucceeded intheir place, who raign- 
ed bur three-months; and was {lain. --Nextto-whom- 
raigned Valerianss and :Gatiennt his Son being Empe- I 
£ | - D; | rourss ; .** 
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(38) 
rours. - /Abone che change of theſe Emperours, the 
Perſecution of Galss ſomething abated, partly by the 
change; and partly for the great Plague raigning in 
moſt parts of the Empire. But Yalerianss in the en- 


.* trance of his' Raign for three or four years was right 


courteous and\gentle to the People of God, and 
well accepted of the Senate. Inſomuch as that none 
of all the Emperours-that profeſſed Chriſt, was ſo 
loving and'familiar among his Subje&s and the People 
of God, repleniſhing his Court' with ſuch as were 
the Saints and 'Seryants of Chriſt, inſamuch' as his 
Courc ſeemed to be a Church of God': But atlength 
by the malice of Sathan and evil Counſcllers, rheſe 
days-laſted not long: For being ( as was thought) 
charmed, and enchanted by a wicked eBg1ptian, a 
chief Ruler of - the Synzgogue, arid a Charmer and 


Wicked Sorcerer , -yvho did many things by his magical 


Arts againſt the- Chriſtians; this Emperour vvas ſo 
infatuated with this eZpyptien, that he wholly turned 


to '[Yols'and execrable Impiety, quartering young 


Infants'and Sacrificing Children ro the Heathen Gods; 
And ſo 'proceeded ih his- cruelty, that he moved 


- the eighth Perſecution againſt the Saints of Chriſt, 


which-this wicked e£g»ptian could not abide, this be- 
ing'the hindrance of his wicked enchantmeats in the 
"oe Pre nn 
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The Eighth Perſecution. 


In: which Perſecution the \chief Adminiſters and 
Executioners''were Emilianus; Preſident 1n </£gypt» 
Paternys, Galerixs; MAaximms Conſuls in Africa,” ' But 
. sf oF | el : WICE/ RP ee - oy ! ': hs 


OLE 


» Kee 
" AR; . 
abs f "F 
: F F- 


a _—_— 


4 
þ 7 + "> 7 FRY & 
> [Y S WS IR of . + "9 MIL 4 oh be. "athe” wa 4 + Lo 
. ; 4 » SUMO K g4 . 
"i - \ 
( 3 9 J 
s 


as the Egyptian was the outward cauſe, ſo Cyprian 
ſheweth more ſpecial and. ſpiritual cauſes in his Eccle- 
Gaſtical Epiſtles, viz. The Prieſts being puft up with 
pride and lucre, and not walking in the ways of the 
Lord, beſides many diviſions: and diſcords among the: 
People of God themſelves: And did deelare, that by 
a certain Viſion, he was warned of the Perſecution 
that ſhould come, and that he forewarned them of it. 
The ſtory is this : That be ſaw a certain- old Father 
ſitting , at whoſe right hand fat a young man very ſad 
and penſive, and at the left hand ſat another Perſon 
having in his hand a Net; And as he maryelled at the 
matter, it was ſaid to him, .T he man on the right band 
i ſad and penſrue, that his precepts are neglelted and 
not obſerved; But the man on the left hand # merry 
and danceth, that occaſion u given to him to have 
power over the man that zz afflicted. pk 

And at another time Cyprian reports of himſelf, 
That the Lord in goodneſs and mercy vouchſfafed to 
his Servaiit to direct him concerning his coming ; 
and told him that he. ( meaning himſelf) (hauld bo 
of good comfort,tor peace ſhould come to the Church 
afrer a little while that ſome were tried, and admo- 
niſhed him to be ſpare of 'diet in eating and drink. 
ing, leſt his mind (ſhould be carried away from Holy 
Duties, | Moreover this Cyprian 1n an excellent Epi- 
ſtle ro the; Emperour , doth defend the Chriſtians 
from thoſe Calumnies and flanders laid upon the 
Chriſtians by the Heathen, St. Jerome much com- 
mends him for his Learning, Education, and Con» 
verſation, eſpecially for his (ommentaries upon Jonah, 
which Prophecy Cyprian reading, was through the 
grace.” of Chriſt a'means of his Converſion ; as alla 73 
by the help of Cecilins a Prieſt reading that Pcophecy 74 
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was Converted, and ſo was ordained Prieſt, and no 
long after Biſhop of Carthage, and was, as Nazian- 
zen reports, ſo Fimous in the Government of the 
Faſt church,” that he was called the B:/hop of the Chr. 
ſtian mer. And after his Converſion vas very care. 
ful of the affliQed Bretbren, giving great pare of his 
ſubſtance among. them, commanding his Officers 
every where to be careful of them. He was a great 
reader of Trrullian, infomuch as no day paſſed with- 
out reading fome part of him. But was at laſt Ba- 
niſhed by Paternus the Pro-conſul of eAfrica, and 
returned again in Galienus time, And Maximus 
ſucceeding him, finding (ypriar in a Garden, cauſed 
him to'be apprehended by his Serjeants, and. to be 
brought'to the Idols'to 'do Sacrifice, which he would 
not do; whereat the ' Pro-conſul brake out into 
theſe words. Long haſt thor ' lived in a Sacrilegs- 
0145 way, and been an Enemy to the Gods of the Ro- 
mans, and the Holy Laws, and the Sacred Emperonrs, 
which could newer reduce thee to their rites and Cere= 
monies, 'At length he judged him to haye his head 
ſtricken 5; and ſo willingſy and patiently he did ſub- 
mit himſelf ro the ſtroke of the Sword, and ended his 
life in the Lerd, in the year of our Lord 259. Xi- 
ſeu being then Biſhop of Rowe. He writ many Books 
with great Elegancy and Wit. Yincentius makes men- 
tion of twelve abuſes he obſerved in the life of Man, 
which follow, 7 Sn —_— 
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2 Senex ſme Religions: erred 


3 Adoleſcens ſine Obedsentia: 

4 Dives ſine Elcemoſyna: 

5 Famina fine Pudicitia - 

6 Dominns ſine Virtute: 

£ 7 (briſtianus Contentoſas : 

- - -- 8 Paxper Superbus : 
9 Rex Imquas:. erm 1 
IO Epiſcopus NN egligens BY ; 
11 Plebs fine Diſciplina : T7 
Iz Populus fine Lege : WE 


A Wiſeman without good Works, 
An Old man without Religion. _ . . 

A Young man without Obedience, 

A Rich man without Alms. 

"A Woman without Shame, aaa 
A Ruler without Virtue. [ 
A Chriſtian Contentious. | s 
A Poor man Proud. | 4 s 
A King Unrighteous.. . .. by 
A Biſhop Negligent. z01 
People without Diſcipline. | 
Subjeas without Law. 6 


And though {yprian and other Servants of God be 
to be'highly:commended, yet we are far from Cano- 
nizing them for ſach, as that they did merit as.the 
Papilts do fet in their Calendar, neither muſt wigts 
tribute ſo much as to think but that they had their 
infirmities and blemiſhes and errors ;- and ſo there 
was in moſt of the Doors of the Church ___—— 
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(43). 
ſomething which was worthy of reprehenſion : | As 
we may fee in Orrgen,. although a man in his "time 
famous and admirable for bis Learning, yet we know 
he held not in many things as the Church doth now. 
And as for Polzcarpus, the Church hath altered whac 
he held about Eafter. 1gnativs himſelf cannot be de- 
fended in all things, making ir as great a fin for a man 
to faſt upon a Sarday, as to kill Chriſt himſelf, renews 
held that God did not 'make. man perfe& at the be- 
inning: he ſeems alſo to defend Free-will in man, 
and that Chriſt ſuffered after he . was fifty years 
6ld. | | 
Tertulian, whom (ypriexs ({carce ever laid out of 
his hand, 1s noted to be a (hiliaff, and of e Montanns 
Sed, and ſeems to defend the poſſibility: of keeping 
the Law, and condemns ſecond Marriages. 
Jaſtinus ſeems to defend the fall of Angels by Wo. 
men, asalſo Free will and keeping the Law. Nei- 
ther was our Cyprian Free, though the Scholar of 
Tertullian, and did hold Rebaptiſm of thoſe that were 
Baptiſed of Hereticks, about which Srepbenss and he 
had great Contention: beſtdes. other Doors, as 
eAnſtine, Ambroſe, Hierome, Chryſoſtome, none of 
them ſo clear, but went with their peculiar faults and 
errors to the Grave, About this time and: under the 
ſame Emperour, ſuffered X;ſfus. or. Sixtw; the fe- 
cond of that name, Biſhop of Rome, being accuſed 
that -he iwas a Chriſtian: he . with his. fix Deacons 
and I emeſis were Beheaded >: Lamrence at the ſame 
_ Timebeing grieved that he mighe not fuffcr 11th them ; 
buttbe Biſhop told him, that within three, days-he 
ſhould follow after : In_the mean time he bad-him'go 
-horhie and: diſtgibute his Gaoeds and: [ſubſtance :to the 
;Poor it be hydl any ipaſſcſonsor treafute. :: free 
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(43) 
the Judge hearing, commanded him to bring his trea- 
ſure to him, as the ſequel of the ſtory declares; whoſe 
example and words deſerye to be kept freſh and greets 
in all Chriſtian hearts. This Lawrence thirſted after 
the Cup of Martyrdom, and was troubled that he 
ſhould nor ſuffer with his Maſter S$:x:#s; But Sixtus 
told him that he muſt ſuffer greater confliQs bei 
young and luſty; But, faith he, I am Feeble, an 
thou ſhalt more gloriouſly Triumph over 'the Ty- 
rant. 
| Butto come to the ſtory ; being before the Judge, 
he demanded with a ſtern countenance where his 
Treaſure was, and where he had beſtowed the Trea- 
ſure of the Church > who craving three days reſpite 
to anſwer him, promiſed he would then declare. it. 
In the mean time this Laxrence cauſed abundance of 
poor Chriſtians to be Comps and when the 
day came that he ſhould make his Anſwer, roldthe 
Judge, ( ſtretching out his Arms over the Chriſtians ) 
There was his Treaſure, and precious to 'him, in 
whom the Faith of Chriſt raigned ; they were the 
Manſions of Chriſt, and what more precious Jewels 
could Chriſt haye than ſucb, and of whom Chriſt ſaidy 
1 was bungry, and you fed:me, naked and you cloathed 
mer, &c, At which words, who can expreſs the 
madneſs of the Tyrant, how he {tamped and ſtared, 
his eyes and cheeks glowed, roared and cryed out like 
aLyon, and called, Kindle the Fire, make no ſpare of 
Wood, this villain hath deluded the Emperour, away 
with him, Whip him with Scourges, Jerk bim with 
Rads, Buffer him with Fiſts, Pinch him with fiery 
Tongs, gird him with burning Plates, bring the ſtrong- 
elt Chains and the Fire Forks, lay him on Bedof 
Iton, and when the Bed is fiery hot, q _— 
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hand and foot, on-with him, broil him, tofs him, turn 
him, do every one of you his Office, on pain of my 
diſpleaſure.” . The word was no ſooner ſpoken, bur 
after many cruel handlings, the meek Lamb was laid 
on the Bed of Iron,; which was to him as a ſoft Bed pf 
Down, ſo miraculouſly! God tempered the Element 
of Fire; :that-inſtead of conſuming pain, it was a Pallet 
of Nouriſhing reſt: ſo that not Lawrence but the Em- 

erour was tormented; the one broiling in his fleſh, 
the other in bis heart, When this Trumphant Martyr 
had been preſſed down with Fire-forks, and Fire-pikes 
a great ſpace of time, in the mighty Spirit of God he 
ſpake to the yanquiſhed Tyrant. | 


T hu fide is roaſted enongh, turnup O Tyrant Great, 
Aſſay Roaſted or raw,whichthink'ft thou the better meat, 


© rare and unaccuſtomed Faith, and invincible Pa- 
tience, that by ſuch: means doſt recreate, refreſh, and 
ſtabliſh;thaſe that are burned and-affli&ted! - And fo 
this glorious ' Martyr overcame' the Tyrant, At the 
ſight and hearing-of Lawrence, a Souldier ſtanding by 
was Converted and defired ro be Baptized; For 


which being called beforethe Judge, he .was Scourg- 


ed, and after Beheaded. | | 
Dionyfiur of Alexandria and his Fellows, Marcion, 
Fauſtin and Cheremon, and others were Baniſhed into 
Cephro, a Town in Libya, with charge not to Preach : 
But as they vvent they did Preach, and vvere a means 
of the Converſipn-of many from the- Heathen Idola- 
tries. , Fanſins continued long to the end of the 
Perſecution ; at laſt being very Aged, vyas Behead- 
ed, dying a Mattyr. . And Dzonyſius himſelf continit + 
ed'tothe tyveltth year of: the Raign of the Emperovrz 
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and being very aged departed in peace in-the year of 
our Lord, 268, | Y; r ad; | 

la (e/area Paleſtine ſuffered alſo about ' the ſame 
time Priſcus, Malcns, and eAltxanaer :and at Car- 
th ige (uffered no leſs than 300, which after, examina- 
tion by the Judg, and a Lime-kilne- being hard by, 
were, threatned if they would not do ſacrifice .ro: the 
Heathen. Gods , they ſhould. be ſmothered in it; 
which they refuſing run ſuddainly into it, and . were 
ſmothered with the duſt and ſmoak of the Kilne. .. 

In, Africa alſo ſuffered e Maxima, Donatilia,. Se- 
cunda, Virgins ; who after they were tormented and 
{ſcorched in the Kilne and on the GrideIron, were 
caſt to the, Wild Beaſts which would not touch them , 
but were at laſt with the Sword beheaded, Tin 
. , The ſixth year of Yalerianus and Galienus, we. read 
of Yittor and YVittorinus, why, lying 10. Priſon three 
years with (laudianns and Boſſa his Wife, did luffer © 
great torments and death for the name of Chrilt. ; 

Anrelias Prudentins mentions one. Fruituoſus Bis 
fhop, of Tarracona in Spain with bis two Deacons , 
Anugurius and Eulogins, who being in Priſon ſux days, 
were brought out and burned, being condemned of 
e/Emilianus, and bound hand and foot were caſt into 
the Fire : but their hands remained untouched with 
the Fire, and their bodies whole, the Element of Fire 
fling from them : whereat with hands lift up to hea- 
ven, they beſought the Lord that it might return upon 
| them and work upon them; and preſently - the force 
of the Fire returned and did ſpeedily diſpatch them , 
to the admiration of all that ſtood by. And as this 
godly Biſhop was preparing himſelf ro. the Fire, he 
would not ſuffer any to pull off his: hoſe or ſhooes, 
but was willing to de it himſelf ; and when they 
| brought 
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(45). 
brought him drink, and with tears beſought him ts 
drink, he refuſed it, and prayed them not to ſhed any 
tears for him: And going to the Fire, he willingly 
and conſtantly ſuffered, and with much chearfulneſs 
ſhed his Blood. And thus far this wicked Emperour 
continued this Perſecution fix or ſeven years, and after 
felt the heavy hand of God himſelf : For making his 
expedi:ion againſt the Perſians, whether by Treaſon 
or how it was is notknomn, he fell into the hands of 
Sapores the King, being about the Age of Eighty years, 
by whom he was in a wretched manner ordered to be 
led up and down the Country, and was made a ſtool 
forthe King to get upon his Horſe back ; and fo con- 
tinued this blockiſh butcherly Emperour to the end 
of his life. The like ſevericy of God light upon Clax- 
dirs the Preſident, who 'by 2 terrible Judgment of 
+ God, 'as one writes, was poſſeffed and yexed by the 
Devil in ſuch ſort, thathe bit off his own Tongue in 
many pieces, and ſo ended his miſerablelife. Neither 
did Galerns eſcape; For beſide the miſerable capti- 
vity of his Father, fuch Earthquakes and_ tumults did 
happen in ſeveral places of che 'Empire, that he was 
not able to help or ſuccour his Father, though he 
would have done it. But being ſomething terrified 
by his Fathers example, he did moderate the Perſecu- 
tion of the Chriſtians, and ſent out his Proclamations 
to that purpoſe ; Yer notwithſtanding one /Marianns 
a Nobleman of Ceſarea, who was in order to a place 
that fell to him, was accuſed that he was a Chriſtian by 
one that ſought the place himſelf ; who coming before 
the Judg and confeſſing he was a Chriſtian, was judged 
to be beheaded, Whoſe Body a rich Citiz:n took up, 
and wrapping it in clean Linnen and rich ſumptuous 
weeds, committed it honourably to be buried, = 
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Bat to return to the Line and: Order of the Bis 4 


ſhops-of Rome. After Nite his Martyrdom, the 
Government of the Church was cominitted to Dis- 
#yſins, in the year 266, who ritled: nine yeats» 
After whom ſucceeded Felix in the firſt year.of Pro. 
64s the Emperour, about the year 280. And 'then 
followed Emntachivs and Gaines both Martyrs. | Abour 
the times of theſe Biſhops lived Theodore Bilhop: of 
Neo. (zeſarea, who otherwiſe is called  Gregarias 
e Magnus, The days of this Galtenns being expired, 
followed Clandine a quict Emperour.:: he jraigned _ 
but two-years. Afcer whom came his Brother Quin» 
relianms, 2-quiet Prince, .who continued: but fevenceen 
days, and had to his ſucceſſor Azrelianzs , under 
whom, as Oroſius in his Book doth number, was 
the Ninth Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, 


. The Ninth Perſecution. 


Aurelianss, as'others before him, ſhewed himſelf 
at farſt a wiſe moderate Prince, and ſacommendablein 
correQing vice, that it was a Proyeb; - That he was 4 
good Phyfreian, but his Medicines mere very ſharp 4rd 
bitter. This Emperour if he-was ſick; never ſent for 
Phyſicians, but cured himſelf by abſtinence z neither 
was he unfruitful to the Common-wealth ; and ſomos» 
derate to the Chriſtians and Familiar, that he would 
ſometime. ſit in their Councils; beſides telcrating 
their Religion : But after a while through finiſtes 
ends, and bad Counſel, as Princes neyer are without 
ſuch about them, this Emperaur became a crucl Ty- 
rant, not only altering his ſeverity to others, and 
laying it on the Chriſtians, but beginning with the 
death of his o4n Siſters Son. But after be had begun 
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to moye or purpoſe Perſecution, the hand and mer? 
ciful. working of God overthrew his purpofe. For as 
he. was ſending his Edits and Proclamation againſt the 
Chriſtians, ' the ſtroke of tlie hand of the Lord was 
upon him, when he was going to ſet his hand to the 
Proclamation: For in the fifth or ſixth year: of his 
Raign he was ſlain betwixt Bsſance, and Heraclins, 
in the year of our Lord 2758.: Neither is there found 
any more recorded of his Perſecution. Next to him 
followed Pablins eAnnins Tacitus, who raigned but 
fix months, After whom ſucceeded Florianns, who 
raipned but ſixty days. And after him followed 
«Marcus eArrelins Surnamed Probus, of whom more 
follows, | | | 
In the mean time good Biſhops and Miniſters be- 
ſtirred themſelves to Preach and relieve ſuch as were 
in Priſon, and to relieye the Saints, and many by 
ſeveral ways were ſer at liberty and maincained by the 
Charicy of Anatholins Biſhop, and Exſebins their own 
Deacon, who were much unlike the Romiſh Biſhops 
now in ſaving mens Lives. ditk 38: 
* Thenext Emperour was & Marcas Aurelius Probus, 
a Wiſe 'and Vertuous Prince, ” Valiant in Watrlike Aft- 
faires, and as Fortunate in ſucceſs, during whoſe time 
no Perſecution was raiſed in the Church, Andas in 
Religion, it was ſo in the Common: wealth ; -anatters 
were ſo carried, and ſo much Peace was, thathe uſed 
to fay, There needed no more Souldiers, ſeeing there 
were no more Enemies to fight againſt. And tor that 
cauſe he ſet his Souldiers in Smyrna and Merfſis to 
work in the Mountains, to Dig-and to Plant Vines, 
- for he-would not -haye them Idle, not ſo much a5;in. 
Winter: by reaſon of which at Iſt he vyas: {lain 


of his oyyn Souldiers, after he had Raigned fix 
: years 
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years and four. months. in. the: year of our Lord 
284. | _ | ER” 5 
 Carus with, his. two Sons; Carinus and I unitria- 

#1 ſucceeded.in the Empire, whoſe Raign continued 

but three years, which Carws, in the' Perſian War 
was {lain by "Lightning, 2 merianiu was with his 

Father in Perſja, who was much commended for his 
Valiantneſs; An excellent Orator and Elogiient,' as 
by his Writings to. the Senators doth appear. *But 
Sorrowing and Weeping excedlively for the death bf 
his Father, cauſed. ſuch a ſoreneſs.in his eyes; that 
keeping himſelf. cloſe and private upon that occafi- 
on, he was flain by his Father.in Law 4per, 'who dil. 
ſembling his death, iv was ,not efpied, tillthe ſtench 
of his body being carried about, | his death was ut. 
tered. 0 ES: PRES: 

. This Cargs going againſt the Perſians, lying at 
entioch would have gone into the Churches of the 
Chriſtians to behold their myſteries: But Cyril the 
Biſhop would not ſuffer him ſo to do, ſaying, It 
was not fit for one that was polluted with Idols, 
to.go into the Aſſembly of the Chiiſtians; Whereat 
Carns was ſo incenſed and diſpleaſed. with 'this 're- 
pulſe, that he ſlew Cyri! the Godly Biſhop , and 
therefore was juſtly flain, as you ſhall hear afrer- 
ward, This Cares with his Son being flain'in the 
Eaſt Parts as is declared; the other Son; Carinas, 
raipned alone in Italy, where. he. overcame Sabinus 
ſtirring for the Empire, and raigned with much 
wickedneſs, till the returning. again of the Army 
from the Perſian. War, who-then ſet up Drocleſiar 
to be Emperour, by vvhom the aforeſaid (rims 
for the yvickedneſs of his Life vyas overcome,. being 
forſaken of his oyyn Army , and a; length ſhih by 
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the hand of the Tribune; vyhoſe Wife he had before 
defloyvred. | 

Thus the Father and'tyyo Sons ended their Lives, 
_ vyhoſe Raign continued not aboye three years. In 
"all. vyhich time the Church continued vyithout Per- 
Fecution four and' forty years, unto the nineteenth 
year. of Dioclefan; Many Chriſtians not only hay- 
ing Offices and Regiments in the Armies, bur vvere 
ehtertained yvith .much Familiarity in the Emperours 
Court, and vyere in great Favour vvith the Empe- 
' £our himſelf. As vyas Dorothens. vvith his Wife and 
Children; as alſo Gorgenins, vyho for Dofrine and 
acamning.; vere. in the Princes Court yvith great 
Honour and Fayour. But after through corruption 
and Malice, as it falls out in Emperours Courts, it 
yyas othervviſe; For as the ftory reports, men by 
caſe and reſt began to degenerate ſo, that one Chri- 
ſtian NN OS another, one Biſhop apainft ano- 
ther, raiſing ſtrife and Sedition, and through Hypo- 
crifie Perſecuted one another; that at laſt yvere per- 
. formed the vvards of Feremiah the Prophet, That 
the Lord overthrew the Honour of Iſrach, and took 
their Royal Ornaments from them; So that the Tem- 
ple vyas burnt, the Scriptures alſo, vyhereby men 
vvholly ſtrayed from the vyay of truth, as appeared 
alteryvard, 


; , 


The Tenth Perſecution. 
| This Perſecution by the hand of God vvas ſo'ter- 
rible, that it laſted ten years together. Although ir 
paſſed by the hands of many Tyrants, yet it princi- 
pally bears the name from Dioleſian, vvho vvas 
Emperour; as is aboyeſaid, This Divclefian haying WM 
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an Ambition to be Emperour, his Concubine told * 


him he ſhonld not be 1o till he had killed a Boat. 
"He thinking of it uſed the exerciſe of Hunting Wild 
Boares ; bur ſeeing no ſucceſs, he uſed this Proyerb, 
| Ego Apros occido,, 8&c. I kill the Boares, bt 
others eat the. fleſh. At length being nominated 
Emperour, and ſeeing {per vvho had ſlain Name- 
rianus, ſaid to the Souldiers, that Aper had killed 


him vyrongfully. And ſo ran upon Aper and killed 


him vyith his Svvord, fulfilling his Concubines Pro» 
phecy,.. (for «per gn a Boar in Latine. ;) 
Being eſtabliſhed in the Empire, ſeeing many Com» 
motions ariſe, and being not able to ſuſtain the tron- 
ble himſelf, he choſe for his Collegue Maximin- 
##s Surnamed Hercalins, Father of Maxentims ; 
vehich. tyyo Emperours, becauſe Wars aroſe in 
Divers places and Provinces of the Empire, choſe 
tyvo: other. noble men to them, viz. Galerins and 
Conſtantinas, vvhom they called Ceſars. Of vyhom 
Galerins, vvas ſent into Perſia in the Eaſt parts, and 
 Conſtantinus yyas ſent into PBrittazn to this our 
Country of England, to recover the Tribute, where 
he.took to Wife Helena the Daughter of King Celtns, 
vyhich vvas a Maid excelling in beauty and famouſly 


brought up in Learning, of vvhom vvas born Cox- _— 
ſtantine the Great, All this vvhile there yvas no Þ 
Perſecution moved againſt. the Chriſtians, but they - 


quietly and moderately Governed the Common. 4 


vveahh, and ſo long God proſpered their Armies 
every vyhere, both in .e/Egypr, Perſia, France, and 
Dritta;n, ' But Deoclefian, putt up in Pride, made a 
great Feaſt yvith Maximian, and in his Tritmph 
gave commandment te, ſhould be Worſhippyd as a 
God, ſtiling himfelf Brother to the Sun and Moon, 
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adorning his' Shooes with Silver and Gold and Pre- 
cious Stones, commanding People to- kiſs his Feet. 


And then by the juſt Judgment of God, and through: 


grievous. fins committed, began the great and terri- 
ble Perſecution of the People of God by the rage 
and cruelty of Dzocleſian, about the ninetcenth of tis 
Ratgn, in the year of our Lord 308, who about 
the month of e March,. when Eaſter was at hand, 
commanded all the Churches of the Chriſtians to 
be ſpoiled, and burned the Scriptures ; -giving forth 
his Edi&s for that purpoſe: As alſo diſplaced the 
Magiſtrates that were Chriſtians, and Impriſoned 
the inferior ſort; the Governors and . Biſhops of 
the Church he tormented, ſcourged and put to the 
Rack ; and ſuch in:olerable tor:ures were exerciſed, 
that ſome gave over their Profeſſion, others moſt 
zealouſly ſuffered: As a certain Noble-man of Nt. 
comedia, who when the Edicts and: Proclamations 
came down againſt the. Chriſtians, and were ſet up 
in the publick places , the ſaid Noble.man ran and 


.took them down, and rent them in pieces, not 


fearing the two Emperours which were then intheCity. 
For-which he was put to a moſt bitter and cruel death, 
which he indured with Faithand conſtancy to the laſt 
gaſp. And then did' Perſecution ariſe,not only in thecivil 
State, , but allo in the Camp among the Souldiers of 


the Army inthe Eaſt and Welt Parts ; many of the 


Souldicrs beivg put to their choice, cither to do Sa- 


 Crifice to their Gods, or to lay down their Armour : 


which many of them did, ſaying, They world not lay 
down Arms only, but life it ſelf, if they were forced 
hereunto, .rather than they would obey the wicked de- © 


 Crees and commands of the Emperour, And ſo what 
by.. Flatgery and- ſubtle ways, by little and little the 


OS 5 7 Perſe 


-» 
5M 
i C 


þ ry nt... Ne Ot WEI 
O—_—  .s * 
- . 
. 


4 We) - ER”. 
S*% 


(53) 
Perſecution increaſed, and fo far brake forth, that 
many abjured_ their Profciſion, -Bur at laſt jt was fo 
hot in all Cities and places, that blood was ſhed, 
and many cruel torments provided againſt the Chri- 
ſtians; as Euſebirs reporcs, lib. 8. (ap. 7. of many 
Martyrs in: Paleſlina, which he knew himſelf, 2s alt 
in Tyre and Phe&nicia given to the Wild Beaſts, .and 
yet. were preſeryed wit-out hurt, the Beaſts having 
no. mind to devour them, and were by the tormen- 
tors thrown {into the Sea and drowned. Art that 
time vvas the Biſhop of S:don, as alſo S;[vanm with 
nine and thirty more committed to the mettal Mines, 
and there periſhed. Pamphilizs the Elder of Ceſarea 
and the Glory of that Conpregation, , dyed a 
Martyr. The Perſecution was mainly againſt the 
Magiſtrates, and the Elders and Governours of the 


' Church. Many Martyrs ſuffered in (appadocezs, Mee 


ſopotamia, Tarſus, and Pontxs, among them many 
who were chief Officers and Princes of th= Courr, 
whom the Emperour had uſed and made of them as + 
his own Children, Peter a moſt Valiant Martyr, 
who after man Scourgings and beatings with other 
torm-nts, being naked, was lift up and beaten with 
whips fo ſore, that you might ſee his bare bones, 
ard after was Salt and Vinegar mingled together , 
and poured .on the moſt tender parts of his body, 
and laſtly roaſtedat a ſoft fire, as one'would roaſt meat, 
and ſo asa Victorious Martyr ended his Life. Whoſe 
conſtancy many beholding,” confeſſed they were Chri- 
ſans, and ſyffered alſo ; as Dorothers, and Gorgent- 
44, both: of the Emperours Privy Chamber, were 
ſtrangled by the' Halter. Many great men in Nico- 
2eadia, .and eAntjoch, as Lycianus; for the Tyrant 
thought, if the Great men ' were out of the Way, 
TRAY Ee? - 2% -I'3* s E? Oo he 
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(54) 
he could do what he would with the reſt; Inſfomuch 
as Hermianus, that MonKer, cauſed Serenathe Wife 
of Dioclefian to be Martyred for the -Chriſtian'Res 


ligion., So that all natural affeRtion was laid aſide: 


The fame Exſebins makes mention of many thou- 
ſands being put all in a Temple, which the cruel 
Perſecutars cauſed to be ſet on tire - over 'their heads; 
fo that Man, Woman, and Child were all conſum- 
ed. In. Arabia _Meletina weremany put to death : 
As alſo in e-£g pr ſuffered. Exgenius, Anxentins 3 In 
Alexanaria, Petrasthe Bilhop, Fauſfius,  Didins, Am- 


 wonins and many others, As alſo in Thebes Biſhops 


and Souldiers to the number of ſeventy nine, . As 
allo in. France and Prettain. At Sebaſtia in Spain 
ſundry ſorts. of torments were invented for the Chri. 
ſtian Souldicrs who, were put to death; and it 1s 
reported by MMaruricins himſelf, wha animating. the 
Souldiers to Faith, and conſtancy , . the Emperour 
cauſed every tenth man to be pur to death: Bur the 
Souldiers Pertitioning the Emperour, that they; were 
Obedient as Souldiers to him, but to do any thing 
againſt the Chriſtians, to exerciſe cruelty on them 
they, would nor;. yet they were Tythed again, and 
put to death : But when the Emperour ſaw, he could 
not do any good of them, having wearied himſelf 
by tormenting, he brought his whole Hoſt an thoſe 
Souldiers that were Chriſtians, and overthrew and 
flew chem all. And yet when all was done, the Chri- 
Rians grew ſo faſt, that he was tired with Perſecuting. 
At laft the Emperours gave over their Empire;. and 
lsd a ſolitary life after they had. raigned;/two and 
twenty. years, ſome ſay three and twenty, Docle- 
fan puttivg himſelf thys from the Empire, lived at 
$a/ona, and aximianus at Hediolanum, in the ger 


Rs Py | 


Lk en 


— all 


| | then vyas choſen Licinias in his Room, vvho vvith 


. Or ao CM 


is (55) NS 
of our Lord 309. This ftrange alteration gaye oc- 
cafion,. and fo it cameto' paſs that: there were man 

Emperours in the Common-wealth at one time; fo 
that Conſtantins, 'Galerins, and | Maxim divided the 
whole Monarchy of the Empire among them, ' two. 
Governing the Eaſt parts, and Conſtantins the Weſt; 
who choſe to them other Czfars to_ Govern ; But 
(onſtantius only contented himſelf with Spain, France, 
and .Brittain, atid refuſed Africk and. Zaly, leaving 
them to Galeria; and Maxim, who choſe Severns 
to them with. his two Sons,. and Conſtantine choſe 
(onftantine his own Son, But yvhen Severus came 
to his Souldiers in Aſia, they that vvere the Ro- 
»4n Souldiers cryed out for their old Emperour, 
that had left his place, and they levy Severes; and 


Maximus vyere the Ceſars that after Dioceſan, Per- 
ſecuted the Chriſtians , "continuing the Perſecution 
nigh ſeven or eigtit years, unta the year of our Lord 
318. | ; 5s | 


his owt Coffers. By vvhole vertuqus Life the Chri- 
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* But «Maximus ,was.2 man of Tyrannical diſpoſi- 
tion, given to all hs gh Ribauldry, Idolatry and 
Witchcrafts, uſing Magical Arts and Enchantments, 
2reatly Perſecuting in the taft thoſe that were Chri- 
Rians, Notwithſtanding he was revoked from it 
by 'the juſt hand of God upon khini; for he was ſo 
raken ia the priyy parts of his body. with a Fſtula 
conſuming his Entrails, and his other parts were fo 
putrified, that his Phyſicians could not endure the 
Rehcb, infomuch as he cauſed his Phyſicians to be 
ſlain. * Ac laſt being ſwola with' Far and Putrefa- 
Gon,  bethinking . himſelf-of his wickedneſs, con- 
felled to Cor? and thoſe” that were about him his 
cruelty to tht Chriſtians, and defired them all to for- 
bear the, Perſecution, and that they would pray for 
his, Health; and To the Perſecution was ſomething 


Miyed , . and in all places. and Cirjes Proclamations 
and Edits were ſet out for the ſame purpoſes which 

SET ifs (of, CHALETS v : 19407 34 -+YT% IT 
fare of the inferior Officers were not well pleaſed 
Mito chat conrjougd che; Revſecygany, bye. yet it was 
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leſſened by the Emperours Edi&s, they thinking it - 
not ſafe to repugn Authoricy. that had given order 
io. ſtay the Perſecution. And Sabinxs, who had 
the, chief Office and Dignity, .wrote to the Officers 
and Subſticutes under him to ſtay the Perſecutian , 
ſignifying the Emperours pleaſure, as Enſchins re- 
ports 4b. 9. (ap. 1. Sothatin many Places, Synods, 
and -Councils were called, Priſoners ſet at liberty, the 
very Heathens themſclves extolling the God of the 
Chriſtians, Only one T heortechnw an Enchanter and 
a wicked perſon, made an Image of Japiter, | come 
manding it to be Worſhipped, and. by his Enchant- 
ments made it ſpeak, The Emperour commands it 
to be Worſhipped , and to Banikh all the Chriſti. 
ans out of the City : and this being publiſhed, the 
Perſecution began again afreſh. And then the Hea- 
then did deviſe and lay iJanders upon the Chriſtians, 
that they on Sundays met to deviſe Deviliſh and ma» 
licious thi:zgs, beſides the abuſe of Women; and 
theſe ſlinduis were publiſhed as if they had, been 
true, ſo that the Emperour ſet up his Edids againſt 
the Chriſtians in eyery City in Braſs, whereby the 
Perſecution was renewed in the ſeveral places above 
mentioned, Neither could the Chriſtians live ſafely 
or quietly in any place. But mark the juſt hand 
of God; Whereas the Tyrant did boaſt of what 
plenty and proſperity would enſue it, all provedfalſe, 
For ſuddenly fell. ſuch Peſtilence and. Famine by un- 
ſcaſonable Weather, beſides Wars; in the Provinces 
where the Perſecution was, that one meaſure of 
Wheat was at two thouſand five hundred pieces of 
Money of Athens Coyn; by reaſon whereof many 
1in..Cities and Villages died, as alſo ſo many Hus- 
hand-men and Country-men,.. that few were left to 
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tilt the ground , and divers rich men brought ont 
their treaſures and gave it for ſuſtenance, others ear- 
ing herbs and grafs, ſuch as did poyfon their bodies : 
by rezſon whereof in every City, the Streets, Lanes, 
and Alleys werefull of dead bodies pitiful ro behold; 
As likewiſe among the Perſecutors themfelves , the 
Preſidents and Officers of Cities and Provinces recei- 
ved the infeftton, and turned up their Heels ; others 
bake up houſe and were conſumed with Famin@: 6 


that out of eyery houſe'tmo or three dead bodies were 


carried out to one Funeral, and the Chriſtians were 
fain to bury them that were dead, and to relieve chem 
that were living. Andſothe wiſdom of God, turn'd 
the wiſdom and rage of maninto folly; for the courſe 


they took to deſtroy the Chriſtians, by it they were- 


deſtroyed themſelves, and nothing could prevail againſt 
the Goſpel. And the faid EMaximes ſeeing his en- 
terpriſes'all to fail him, went into France under co- 
four ro ſee his Son, but it was indeed to kill Conflan- 
r11ne, as was detected by Fanſia his Wife; and the faid 
Conſtantine was preſerved, and «Maximas retiring 
back to Rome by the way was apprehended and putto 
death, and fo there was an end of Haximus and his 
Perſecution. 1 Et” 
Now to return to Maxentize, who all this while 
overncd in Rome with tyranny and wickedneſs in- 
intolerable, like another Pharaoh or Nero;for he put to 
death moſt of the Noble men in Rome, defloured 


- Maids, inflamed ſo with luſt that he was an Enemy to 


all womanly Chaſtity, committing filthineſs with 


mens Wives, abſtaining from no adufterous'a&t, and 
in houſes kiffed the Husband and would commit filthi- 


nefs with the Wife. Among the reſt one Chriſtina, 


whom when he had munilered her Flusband, he _ 
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have raviſhed, but ſhe craving leave fielt to retire her 


elf into her Chamber to pray, and ſhutting the door 


upon her felf, to prevent the Tyrans luſt, New her 
ſelf; the Seryants/ woudring ſhe was fo long, brake 
the door, and found her deid. * This Tyrant was 
uſually addi&ted to- Charms, invocating Devils, pry- 
ing into the ſecrets of Nature, would rip up Women 
to ſee where the Infants lay, and yetin the mean tin 

ſhew'd ne open Perfecution of the Chriſtians ; till ax 
laſt raging againſt them, the Senacors and Citizens ſee- 
ing his filthineſs,and vexed withhim, ſenttheir Letters 
into France to Conftantine complaining of his cruelty, 
defiring | bim to eaſe the City and Country of him; 
who hearing of it fent his Letters firft to him to. re« 
ſtrain his rage and filthy doings : But when no Let= 
ters would ſerve, he gathered his Army together both 
in France and Brittain, to repreſs the rage of the Ty- 
rant. /So being ſofficiently Armed with the power of 
Man,and above all with the power of God,entred on his 
Journey and eame into tal about the laſt year of the 


Perſecution, 318, Aaxentivs underitanding of his 


coming, and truſting to' his Enchanters and Magick 
Arts more than the good will of his Subjeqs, which 
he lictle deſerved, durſt not ſhew himſelf out'of the 
City nor- encounter with him in the open Fields, bur 
privily; in certain Straits laid wait for him where he 
fhould paſs, with whom (onſtantine bad divers skir- 
mithes, and by the power of God did ever vanquiſh 
them, /and pitichem ro flight ; yet was he in no great 
comfort, but in ſome fear of Mexentize by reaſon he 
was informed of: his Enchanters: ' but drawing nigh 
to the City, he caſt his Eyes up to Heaven many 
times, at length he ſaw a marvellous brightneſs: in 
the South part, about the goiog down ofthe Sun, #p- 
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pearing in the ſimilitude of a Croſs with certain Star 
of 'equal bigneſs, giving this Inſcription like Latin 
Letters,'In Hoc:VInG', 1 this overcome; which 
Viſion « Euſebins, '  icephorns, Sozomen, and others 
| _ Witneſs to be true; and for che\more credit, ſome of 
I them heard-Corflanine himſelt ſay and ſwear the truth 
of it, and reported'it to athers,” and-that he was aſto- 
nied at it what it ſhould mean. And further he re- 
ported, that. the ſame night Chriſt appeared ro him 
in his ſleep with the ſame Sign he had ſeen before, 
and bid him make the ſame figuration and carry it about 
kim in -his Wars, and he ſhould have the Vifcory. 
Yet though this Sign was given him by God, and the 
Letters, In Hoc Vince, they were not given.to 
mduce any ſuperſticious worſhip of the Sign of. the 
Crols, as thoughby the yery Letters or Sign he (hould 
have Vicory, (as ſome think : ) But it was an admq- 
nition to belieye.in him, and to ſeek by knowledg 
and faith that Chriſt that was crucified on the Croſs 
forthe ſalvation of mankind, and ſo ſt forth the glo- 
ry -of his name. Py be 
»Butthe next day Conſtantine cauſed the Figure of the 
Croſs to be maſ1e 1a Gold and Silyer with precious 
Stones, and as his Banner to be carried before;him , 
with, hope and confidence in Victory, coming , near. 
the City, armed by God from Heaven, Maxentins 
perceivingit,could nat chooſe but iflue out of the City, 
and ſendeth all his power. to joyn, Battel: with him in 
the. Field beyond:7yber ; and: cratrily breaking the 
Bridg: called; Pans. ilvins, be. cauſed. another, fridg 
ro.be made: {lightly of: Turtt and Earth, covered. with, - 
planks and boards, to iatrap,Conſftaptine if he-(hould 
cometo the: Citya!iPur, as the, Pſalmsſtlaith], The Pie, 
be tigged far another,' he fell into it himſelf ; foratter,it 
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came to paſs when the, Armies joyned:;Battel,  Aſaxens 
2445 25 Overcome -and. put toſuch a {trait that, he and 
tus Army were forced to retire back to the City, and 
to. go over the ſame Bridg to getto the City, and the 
Bridg breaking, he himſelf being over weighed: wit 
Armor and overborn by his Horſe fell into the Riyer, 
and was carried violently down the Flood , and mol 
part of his Army. with himſelf drowned, repreſentin 
another Pharaoh who was drowned before the 1 
raelites : And much like did Conſtantine vanquiſh 
Maxentins and delivered the Chriſtians, as the 1/7ae- 
lites were delivered from Pharaoh, who likewiſe were 
Perſecuted three hundred years as. hath been declared. 
And as they and «Moſes ſang praiſes to the Lord, for 
their deliverance atthe Red Sea, ſo no doubt but the 
Chriſtians did rejoyce and ſing gloriouſly to the Lord 
for ſa great deliverance. Never any. Victory was io 
commodious to mankind, whereby liberty was pro- 
cured to the Chriſtians for many generations. For al- 
beit ſome Perſecution was in the Eaſt, yet in the Weſt 
and at Rome there is not mention made of any Perſecu- 
tion moved, or Martyr died after this heayenly Vidto- 
ry unto the time of ohn :ckliffe and Fohn Huſſe , 
compleating the thouſand years for the binding up 
of Sathan, which the Scripture declares in the Re- 
velations. PS 

So happy and glorious was the ViRory, that the 
Citizens ſent for him into the City, and entertained 
him with much joy and gladneſs, Surnaming him 
Conſtantine the Great, and ſet up his Image in, Braſs, 
in the Marketplace with the Sign of the Croſs, . with 


this Incription in Latin, Hoo SaLuTARL, &c- 


With this wholeſome Sign the true token of Forti- 
tude, I haye delivered our City from the Yoke or 
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the Tyrant. Upon this, great reſt and tranquillity 
4d enſue to-the Chriſtians, though in the Eaſt the 
rail of rhe Perſecution was not ſtopr for two or 
three years. after; bat -yet -no open Perſecution or 
_— of the Chriſtians, was to the time afore- 
© Then did Conftantine ſer forth his publick Edids 
and Proclamations in all parts for. rhe Chriftians li- 
berty, and that none ſhould be forbidden to joyn. with - 
them if they would, as you may fee in the Atts and 
H40n; pa » To - En: Ch cod Be ET 
- Dzocleſan being at Salona, and hearing what Con- 
fantine had done, was much caft down, and for ſor- 
row died, . or Poyſoned himſelf, as fome think; And 
though: Maximus in the Eaſt received the Edits 
of the Emperour, and Zzcinims under pretence obeyed 
and pretended the quiet of the Chriſtians , . yet he 
fought with Licznins, .and in the Battel was gver- 
come, and came home and took ſuch diſpleaſure at 
his Enchanters and Sorcerers, being deceived by them, 
that he commanded them to be killed-and put ro 
death, and ſhortly after glorified, the God of the 
Chriſtians, and gave them perfe& liberty, and a 
while after by the vehemency of this diſeaſe died, 
and ſo in appearance there was no more Tyrants left 
alive. eq SL: | _ 
| But Zicinis being a Dane born, and made.(eſar 
by Galerizs and joynd with Conftantine as is beforeſaid, 
did all with adifſembling mind : For Stories: report 
him to be a man given, to Lechery, p:ſfing 1n 
riches, and a great hater of learning, which he te:m- 
ed a Poyſon or Peſtilence, and thought no Vice be- 
came a man worſe than learning Laws. Aftermuch 
diſſembling with Conſtantine, he proved an — ond 
| | ate, 
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ſlate, 2nd werit about to conſpite the death of {on 


Pantine, who had lozden him. with ſo many benches, 
. Bur when he could not prevail, he deadly hated him, 


and reje&ted the Chriſtian Religion, 'inſomnijch thac 
he caft off all his Servants that were Chriſtians , 
and by little and little Baniſhed them the Court, 
and fecretly perſecuted them : though he durlt not 
do much, yev he pur feveral to death; inſomuck that 

many Chriſtians fled into the Wilderneſs ; and 
many Villanies he committed and would have o- 
ver-run. the Chriſtians, had_ not the hand" of 'the 
Lord cut him off, being flain by Confluntine in 
Battel. _ 

Divers Battels were fought by Licinixs before he 
was ſlain; as firſt in Hengaria , then he fled into 
Macedonia and I icomedia ; but at laſt being van- 
quiſhed by Sea and Land, he yielded himſelf unto 


_ Conſtantine, and by him was commanded to live a. 


yate life in Theſſalia, where at lengch he was 
by the Souldiers, and ſo there was an end of all the 
Tyrants in this Perſecution. 

It remains now to ſhew and fet down ſome parti- 
cular Martyrs not named, which were of note for 
their carriage and boldneſs in their ſufferings. The 
firſt we begin with was Aibanrs, a Martyr of Eng- 
land, who having lodged a Clerk that fied by reaſon 
of the Perſecution , perceiving as he lodged in the 


houſe, his continual watching andpraying with faft- 


ing, began himſelf to do the like, till at laſt he be- 
came a perfe& Chriſtian : and being inftru&ed by 
bim and his wholeſome exhortations, left the blind. 
neſs of his Idolatry, and was Converted. Which 


the Emperour hearing of, fent Souldiers: to bring s 


erk, 
+® 


— 


the Clerk: But wha changing OOOE with the. - 


"Tr 
Clerk, and putting . on-. his, he- went-to the Judge, 
Where they were. Sacrificing to. the Idols at the Al- 
- tar. | Bu: the Judge knowing-it. was 4/bar, rebuked 
-him ſharply, that he! would give himſelf to the Soul- 
.diers to- fave him whom he harbored; Burt «Alban 
boldly anſwered, | he was a Chriſtian. The Judge 
asked of what ſtock? o matter for. that, ſaid 
eAlban, 1 am a (Chriſtian, and. will not Sacrifice t0 
Devils but to God, who made Heaven and Earth 
#nd all the World, . At which words the Judge was 
ſo enraged, that he commanded the Executioners 
to ſcourge him, endeayouring to overcome him by 
ſtripes, who ſuff.red joyfully and patiently, But 
=. they had uſed all the torments they could, 
and could not overcome him, he commanded him to 
be Beheaded. 

Many Miracles and - Fables - are reported of him, 
but we leave them to the Legends, And it were to 
be wiſhed, the ſtories of other Saints and Martyrs 
were not ſo corrupted with fables and. lyes. He 
that was harboured, is thought to be Anphibaln: 
who fled into ales, and vyas brought back again to 
the ſame place and put to a cruel death, being tied to 
a ſtake and made to run about it, having bis Bowels 
drawn out, being: thruſt at with Swords and Daggers 
| to cauſe him to go about, and after all was ſtoned to 
: death. With «4 1bar ſuffered two Citizens Aron 
and 7rlizs : till which time in all the Nine Perſecu- 
tions, none were martyred in England, But before 
Conſtantine, Chriſtianity was deſtroyed , Churches 
deſtroyed; Scriptures. burnt, many, Men and' Women 
 Martyred ; but the firſt and chief ringleader was this 
Albanus. From whence we ſhall return' to other 
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Countries Aſclepiades invaded Antioch intending - 
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to. deſtroy. all the Chriſtiansz: which. Rowewe -per- 
ceiying, told the. Chriſtians,'that the Wolyes' were 
corrie, and: exhorted the peaple of God -not. to fear 
them. But Romanus was led out, and cruelly- with 
Whips and torments handled';. yet did: he Preach 
the living God, and told them he was ſorry to; ſee 
them ſo corrupted to ſerve dumb Idols, 

And before the Judges made a vehement exhor- 
tation, expreſſing the abomination of Idolatry, and 
exhorted them to ſerve the. living God, - , At/which 
words eAſclepiades commanded the Executioners to 
ſtrike him on the mouth, that ſo ſtriking his 'teeth 
out he could not pronounce: ' then: was he buffered 
\ on the face, his eye-lids torn, his beard pluckt off 
by little and little from the fleſh ; Finally his ſeem- 
ly Face ſo defaced, that it could not be known ; 
Tne meek Martyr ſaying only, 7 thank thee, +O 
(.aptain, that thow haſt opened me. many months , 
that I may Preach my Lord and Saviour Chriſt, 
The Captain aſtoniſhed at him, commanded the 
Executionets to leave oft. the torments, and threat«- 
ned cruel fire to him, reviling the Noble Martyr, 
and Blaſpheming God, ſaying, Thy Crucified God 
was but of yeſterday, our Gods are. of more An- 
tiquity., However Romanus would not give oyer 
Preaching of Chriſt; And deſired the Captain ro. 
bring him a..Child of ſeyen years old, and the Ca- 
ptain ſhould, hear what it .wquld fay. . At length 
they brought him'a pretty Boy; which done, Tel 
ne, quoth. the Martyr ro the Child, whether u it 
more reaſon we ſhould worſhip. one God. in (rift, or 
elſe many, Gods? To which the Babe anſwered, 
moſt reaſon we 'ſhould Worſhip -the true God. which 
was but one and the. ſame, . and that there, are. many 
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Gods, we Childrm cannot believe. Thou Traytor g 
quoth the Tyrant to the Child, who taught thee ? 
No matter , faid the Child, with Wolves Milk I 
ſacked in this leſſon. Burt the Mother being called, 
ſhe gladly approved of what the Child ſaid. But the 
Child was drawn up atid whipped, which drew ma- 
ny rears from the eyes of the SpeQators, to ſee the 
mercileſs a&t of the Tyrants: But the Mother rejoyc- 
ed, willing the Child to remember 1/aack. And 
though they pulled off 'the Childs Hair and skin, yet 
the'Mother-encouraged the Babe. Art laſt the Child 
I and Romarxs were led to the place of Execution,the 
1 Mother only kiſſing the:Child, And as the Hang-man 
was about to apply -his Sword to the Childs neck , 
+ ſhe ſang after this manner: «Al! land and praiſe to 
11% #hee O' Lord, &c. - Then was a mighty fire prepared 
tt. for Romanns, which was quenched by reaſon of a great 
rain that fell, And firſt they plucke out his Tongue, 
and yet he ſpake, and notwithſtanding many torments 
uſed to him, they were forced to bring him to Pri- 
ſon-again, and there ſtrangled him, and ſo ended his 
lite and- pain togerher. Beſide this Romanue, there 
was/one Gordsus a Centurion went and uttered him- 
icIf to beia Chriſtian, and endured many torments by 
- Scourging,” Gibbets, and other ways; yer remained 
he bold and conſtant in' all: at laſt they inticed him 
with words. But when they ſaw all would not do, 
they condemned him to the fire, many kiffing him 
that were of his Friends, and deſired him to take a bet- 
rer way. But, laith he, 7 am ready to as theu- 
ſand deaths, rather than dtiny Chriſt. Arlaſt be was 
led to Execution, and never changing his countenance 
or colour,” willingly 'gdve himlſel: tothe fireand died. 
Much like this of *Gordivs, is the' ſtory of Turnacan 


| iv C 


FEW» Ee = TT TT, 


ot 


TT... -.. | I 
eAsyptiay, who being a Souldier by Profeſſion, For- 
ſook all, going inro' the Wilderneſs, and gave him- + 
ſelf to Faſting, Watching, and Prayer, ad Medita» 
ting onthe Scriptures; and returning into'the City, 
where there were paſtimes, and' ſports, atid a great 
multirude, he with aloud voice Proclaimed fiimfelt's 
Chriſtian, and upon the ſame was brought to'the Pre- 
ſident, and being queſtioned, he owned God'that 
madethe World,, in whom was light and nv darkneſs. 
And then was he tormented ſeveral ways, and ap laſt 
Beheaded ; and ſo he loſt his Head, but wor his olyn 
Soul. £ yy 
 Baſilius, in his Book of the Forty Marrs, reports; 
that the Marſhal coming with the Emperours Edi&; 
that whoever confeſſed Chriſt, ſhould ſuffer torments 
and death,brought fourth theGibbers, Racks,therewete 
Wheeles to terrifie people; at ſight of which many 
began to ſhrink away from their Profeſſion, But forty 
there were that were young Gentlemen and Sonldiers 
that didabide the confli& of Martyrdom, and neither. 
feared Rack or Gibbet, or other torment ; and being 
brought forth, they did freely confeſs they were Chri- 
ſtians: inſomuch that the Marſhal went abouc to per= 
ſnade them by fair means to ſave themſelves, and theit 
Riches and Honour; But they faid, they wonld mot 
change their Profeſſion for all the Riches and Honbuit 

of the Emperours Court ; and brake forth*in an Ofa- 

tion, that they regarded riot Honour or wealth, and” 
for Chriſt were r2ady for Gibbet, Rack, or any rormnynt. 

Whereart the rude Marſhal ſorely offended, deyiſed a 

new way and kind of Puniſhment ; 'and ſeeinga Pond” 

hard by, that ay vpon the Worth, Wind, | he Guſed | 
them "ts; be* broypht to-the Pond; and all a*wholte 

Winter night to be laid naked therein, Whereat che 
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( 68) 
Geptlemen-putting off their Cloaths, ſaid, zhey were 
putiting..o the Old man. But as. ſoon.:as it was day, 
they wer : brought forth.of the Pond, all theparts of 
their bodies being, ſtark and Riff, yer, having breath ; 
they, yere then. caſtinro a moſt ychement fire,and burnc 
to, alhes, But by ,bance one of them being more 
ſively, than the reſt,: the. Executioners. ſaid to his Mo- 
ther;; that they would ſave his Life : But the Mother 
tokipg him, by the. band and admoniſhing him, brought. 
bim to the pile of Wood, ang deſired , him to take 
Ws Martyrdom upon hjm with the reſt of his Compa- 
nions; which accordingly he did, as 1s Hiſtoried in- 
Sozomen lib, 9.-Cap.-:2.. In the like ſort (pra a 
Phyſician, born in Alexandria, ſpoken of for his 
Learning, as alſo 4thanaſia with ber three Daughters, 
bythe Sword were put to death. Sehaſtzan a Lieu- 
tenant and a French-man, one of the Generals of De- 


ocleþan's Army, having encouraged. his-Souldiers ard: 
given; the Martyrs exhortations to continue in their 


Profeſſion, of Chriſt, was brought. to the Field: and 
ad many ſharp Arrows thruſt through. bis body by 


his, owy.$ouldiers and dicd. + And theſe alſo were 
numbred. with him, Tranquil ,. Claudine, (aftor 


Marcus, and many ,Qthers. Agricola and Vitals 


uete Martyred in: this Perſecution, and Honourably 
buried « \&Fenes allo tor her unſpoited Virginity and 
' Chaſtity, deicrves no lels praiſe than for her Martyr 
dom,and did baldly reſiſt the EmpercursEdi&s,and was 
nat turned afide for the cruel rorments which ſhe ſuf- 


fered; but at laſt after ber; Prayer made to God, was- 


by the Executioners hand put to death,. baving by one. 


blow, her bead cut off, ang fo by ſuch ſhort pain was: 
brought tocher death, .. Many Miracles are reported of , 
ket, bur Jet ghery; paſs, | Bur though 1 ſuch things, 
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many fſtories.are corrupted with:falfe miracles> if 'rhey 
weretruly tryed, this I ſhalt writei of good Katherine, 
who I doubt not was a Woman'of great:knowledg, 
and her life full of holineſs, and at:her. death yeas:: full 
of excellency and conſtancy, (yet all things-ſtoried. of 
her I ſcarce-behieve : ) She openly refiſteTitheEmpes 
ror and withſtood him to his Face for bis cruclty.: At 
length (he was put to the Rack, andthe four ſharp cut- 
ting Wheeles, Having after all: her head cut off 'by the 
Sword about the year of our Lord: 3io, Ofywhom 
Simon Metapbraſins diſcuſſeth largely. And? Bafi 
makes merition of one Jxlitta being ſpoiled of: her 
goods, who did once abjure, yet after ſtanding to her 
profefiion,: was brough: to: the Altar, and Incenſe be. 
ing prepared for herto offer and do ſacrifice, ſhe' refu» 
ſed, crying out, Farenel Riches, welcome: Poverty; 


. Farewel Life, welcome Death : at laſt was commangdetd 


to the Fire ; and there making 'many godly/exhottaz 
tions to the people, eſpecally to the feminine Sexthie 
they ſhould not fear but labour and travel in the-way 
of godlineſs,  in-the end imbraced:the'Fire;; and: ſlept 
ſweetly in the. Lord, Divers other Women there 
were, aS Barbara a noble Woman of Thwuſcis,'' who 
after impriſonment and cords, as alſo hot burning 
coles pur to her ſides, was at laſt beheaded;.. As alſo 
Fauſta a Virgin, Enalaſia, Amnyſia;: Lucia, : Agatbay. 
all holy Maids and Virgins ſufferid,' and glotified God 
by their conſtant Martyrdom inthis laſt and tentb.Per+ 
ſecution ; as alſo Caim, Epſebins,.' e Meltiades;| all Bis 
ſhops of Koxzd, were Martyred.' Befides the cruel 
Perſecution in Perfia by Sepores the King, inthe year | 
T28, Stories mention one | Selexcia - with the. Biſhop 
called Simeon, with other matters too large to. relate. 
Inſomuch that.the miſerable eſtate of the Chriſtians in 
Toft Pi” 4* Perſia 
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| Perſia: cane tothe ears of Conſflantine, and revolving 


inhismifd what'to-do, and having ſome Embaſſadors 
fromPerfia that.cameto him with ſome requeſts to be 
granted; 'Conflantine ſhewed them the more fayour, 
and grarited their requeſt, becauſe they ſhould ſhew 
the'more. fayour to the Chriſtians : As alſo writ his 
Letters to'the King of Peri in their behalf, 
- It ;may be' peradventure wondr:d at why God 
ſhould ſuffer bis People and faithful Servants to be fo 
rerribly handled and vexed wrongfully, as who reads 
tbele Stoties may ſee 5 being ſo cruelly Perſecuted to 
death the ſpace of ſo many years. ' To-which I have 
littletg:fay,- only in the words'of St. Ferome, Non ae- 
bens; '&:c, We are not to be troubled at the iniquis 
of theſe things, ſeeing it was ſo from the beginning, We 
ſee in Cainand Abel,' Jacob and Eſay, alſo the Chil- 
dren of iſrael under Pharaoh; the Lord himſelf cruci- 
fied by the Jews, and a Thief preferred before him : 
all which may be ſufficient. for us to know , that 
theſe-croubles and perſecutions come notby chance or 
fartune, bur by the provident appointment,and forewar- 
ning of God:yea Chriſthimſelf forerold of theſe ſuffer- 
ings inthe Goſpel:Neither did God ſend theſe Perſecu- 
tionsbut he premoniſhed them of them by ſpecial Re- 
velation to-his Servant.7obn in the Revelation, wherein 
was faretold themanner of the troubles, by whom, and 
howlong they ſhould laſt;the very time and number of 
years alfo when chey ſhould havean end,if the Apocahpſe 
be well underſtood. For as there is:no doubt: but by 
the Beaft with ſrven Heads being the Whore of Babylon, 
drunk with the blood of the Saints," is ſignified the 
City of Rome ; ſo in my judgment" the making War 
forty two months in the XIII Fevel, is'to'be expoiin» 
ded, by raking eyery month for a Sabbath of _ 
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on, and the hotter the Perſecution grew, the more 


(71 1 
that is, reckoning for ſeven years a month; [ris true, 
that forty two ſuch Sabbaths of years' SM Ie 
together, make up juſt rhe years betiixc Chriſts death 
and the laſt year of the' Pefſecarion by "Mae; HAS, 
when Conſtantine fighting under the banner bf 'Chrilt 
overcame him, and made an end'of the Peri 
the Monarchy of 8ome: The.number of which fears b 
plain computation come to two hundred if intety - Ha 
to the which add the other fix years under'th& Toric. 
cution by Licinine in Afia, and it” fillerh' ip Fall three 
hundred yeas; and ſo long continued the'Perfecttion 
of Chriſts People-under the HEitheri Tyraints/ and Enj- 
perours of the Roman Monatchy,' according 6 the 
number of the forty two? thbnths, | whertin the Beaſt 
inthe thirteenth of the un or} pe had: pS Wer t& friake 
War. 

For the better explication! whertof, becauſe 'the 
matter is of no 'ſmall-importance atid odhicy "te the 
Church, and leſt any ſhould think ' or doub "the" to 
follow any private interpreration of 'my' OWn3"'1 
thought good to communiteate to' the Reade# thin 
which hach been imparted'to me-in the opening of 
theſe myſtical numbers in the aforeſaid Book of the 
As I was in band with theſe Hiſtories, conſidering 
the rage of theſe Perſecutions, the intolcrable- toxs 
ments 'of theſe bleſſed Saints," ſo- cruelly racks; rent, 
torn, and ' plucke! i pieces' with all kind of t6#tiftes; 
pans" arid puniſhments could be deyiſed ; I: could Hot 
without ſorrow behold theſe bloody paſſons:&ir hap- 
ne&d'to mie as to Titus Livius, who wiring of the Wars 
of Carthage, wis ſomovedin wricing thereof, Ae fi 
arte aliqna labort ac periculs ipſe pariter fuiſſet : 1 went 
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grief fan them increaſed ; not only pittyiap their caſe, 
; but £ like a-fool) reaſoning with God why he ſhould 
ſuffer bis. Servantsto be {o handled, as if mortal things 
_ Were. Dot; governed by. heavenly providence, which 
;mult needs be confeſ}.they are. But I went on and 
[Mill muling, knowing, by Scripture. that the 2/raelites 
P their Captivity. had ſeventy years limiced, and-then 
WEre : promiſed deliverance. As alſo under the 4ſſy- 
Ian; yrant, ſixty two weeks were appointed and then 
deliverance : :But:jn this cruel Perſecution I could find 
,no.determjnate.time or end ſet for deliverance. Where- 
up9n, much maryelling: wich my ſelf.; I ſearched the 
Book of the Revelation, to ſee if anything there might 
de. found ;, where I well perceived the Beaſt there .de- 
Jerjhed that made War with the Saints; to-be the Em- 
pire of Rozze, yetasto the time of theſe Perſecucions- 
.undex the, Beaſt I-found-gothing co ſatjsfie my. doubr s 
for albeit 1 tound there forty two months,of 4 time,tumes 
ard half z time, of one thouſand two hundred and ſix- 
ty 495, yet all theſe by computation cameto nothing 
ut three,years'and a half, nothing near the time of 
theſe Perſecutions,. which laſted the ſpace of three 
bundred years. ' |, - fn 1s; mT 
Thus being yexed and turmoiled in Spirit about the 
numbers and years, reckoning of them; ſo it hapned 
ons Sandaey morning lying in my Bedand muling about; 
theſe matters, ſuddainly it was anſwered tomy mind 
28, with, a Majeſty, .thys inwardly faying tome, Thos 
Foal count theſe, months by Sahbaths, as the weeks of Na» 
niel/are counted by Sabbaths. ( The Lord Ltake to wit- 
neſs this is true, )  Whereupon I being thus, admo- 
nifhed, began. to. reckon the forty; two months" by, 
Sabbaths : Firſt of months, that would not do. then- 
by Sabbaths.of years, wherein I began to feel ſome, 
1339" «©, Wo : | probable 
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probable-underſtanding; yet not ſatisfied therewith, 
to have the matrer ſure I eftſoon;.went to a Friend bes 
ing a Merchant: of my acquaintance afid witneſshereofz 
to: whom the. number of theſe forty two months bes 
Jong propounded and examined by Sabbaths of years; the 
whole ſum was found to ſurmounttorwo hundred ninez 
ty four years, which contained the full and juſt ſum ofthe 
aforeſaid Perſecutions, neither more norle(s. Now this 
Claſp being opened,the other numbersare plain that fol- 
low, and may be manifeſt to the intelligible Reader to 
be underſtood : For where mention is made of thret 


years 4nd a balf,of atime, times and half at time, allo of 


one thouſand two hundred and fixty days all theſe come 
to one reckoning and {igfifie forty-two months;* by 
which months as is ſaid is ſignified the whole time of 
thele Perſecutions,' as here in order may appear... 


The « Myſtical Numbers in the Revelations Opened. | 


Firſt, Where mention is made,.; KRevelat. Chap: It; 
that the two Prophets ſhould Propheſie, one thouſand 
two bundred ſix:y days, - and that the Woman flying 
” into the Wilderneſs ſhould be fed there one thouſand 
two hundred ſixty days, who knoweth not thati'one 
thouſand two hundred ſixty days make three years and 
a half, that is, forty two months ?. ARIL! 

Secondly, Where we read Chap. 11. the bodies of 
the two aforeſaid Prophets. ſhall lie unburied in the 
Street of the great City the ſpace of three-days aid a 
half, and after the ſpace of three days and a half they 
(hall revive again ; let the hours of theſe three days 
and a half which be farty two, be reckoned for a 
Sabbath of years, or.elſe every day for a month, and 
they come to forty two months — 
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- Fhirdly, Whereas in the ſame Book Chap. 12. is 
exprefſed, that the Womanthad two Wings given her 
to flic into the Wilderneſs for atime, times and half a 
time 3/ give for one time one year or ' one day,” for 
two times two: years or two days., for half a 
time: balf a day or year; and ſo it is manifeſt, that 
theſe three years: and a half amount to forty two 
months.” | 7G 
..., Fourthly, Account theſe | forty two months afore- 
faidimwhich the Beaſt had power to make War, Rev.1t. 


by Sabbaths of years, that is ſeyen years for a month | 


or every month for ſeven years,andit amounteth to the 
fam of two hundred ninety four years. 

:And fo you haye- the juſt years, days, times and 
months of theſe aforeſaid Perſecutions under the Beaſt, 
neither ſhorter or fonger, reckoning from the: death 
of John Bapt:ft under Herod the Roman King to the 
_ end of eMaxentius and Licinins the two laſt great 
Perſecutors, the one in the Welt the other inthe Eaſt, 
who:were both vanquiſhed by this godly Conſtantin, 
and-ſo-peace was given to the Church : Albeit not'in ſo 
gangs wiſe, but that divers troubles and tumules after 
enſued, but they laſted not long, and the chief brunt 
of *theſe Rowan Perſecutions which the Holy Ghoſt 
cbiefly conſidered aboye all other in this his Revela- 
tons, thus ended inthe time of this Conſtantine, 

' » Then-was the great Dragon, to wit the Devil in 
this fierce raging Perſecution of his, tied up fora'thou- 
faridi5ears after,' ſo. that he could not ' prevail/ in any 
ſuch ſorr, but that the power and glory of the Goſpel 
by little and lictle increafingand [5 | 

joy and liberty:ſo prevailed, that at length it got the 
upper hand and repleniſhed the whole earth, rightly 
verifying therein the water of Ezekzel which iſſuing 
oe et 7 Eg vw | a out 
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. |.- outof the right fide of the Altar, the farther it ran, 


the deeper it grew, till it laſtly repleniſhed the whole 
Ocean Sea, and healed all the Fiſhes therein. - And fo 
the Goſpel inthe courſe thereof, proceeding of ſmall 
and hard beginnings, kept ſtill his ſtream; the more 
it was ſtop, the faſter it ran ; By blood it ſeeded, by 
death ir quickened, by cutting it multiplied, and 
through violence it ſprang , tillat laſt through violence 
and. oppreſſion it burſt forth into perfe& liberty and 
flouriſhed in all proſperity. And had it been that the 
Chriſtians had wiſely and moderately uſed their liber- 
ty, it had ſo continued: But abuſing it in_ pomp 
and pride, living in. Worldly ecaſe,; they forgot their 
former eſtate, as it came after-to' paſs; whigh- in 
time and place conyenient you ſhall hear (the Lord 
willing. ) SR 
And thus much for the Prophetical numbers ſpoken 
of in the Revelation, wherein is to be noted-the Exer- 
nal-Wiſdom and providence of God, ſo diſpoſing and 
Governing his Church, that no trouble and adyerlity 
happeneth.co it, which his provident Wiſdom doth 
not foreſee and ordain ; neither doth he preordain any 
thing-which he doth not perform, foreſeeing the be+ 
ginning of ſuch Perſecutions, and limiting the end of 
them, how long they ſhall continue, and when they 
ſhall have an end, adn. Lets 
In much like ſort-we read that the ſtoek of 1/7ael (in 
the Book of Geneſis) was four hundred years in the Land 
of eZgypt, during the ſpace of which four hundred 
years after the death of Zoſeph, ( which beareth a plain” 
figure of Chriſt ) they were bardly entreated, and 
cruelly afflicted in the Land of e/Zgypr, by the e-£gy- 
ptiarz for the ſpace of three hundred years, reckoning 
from the death of Foſeph, to the deliyerance out of 
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e#oypt. Semblably theſe Chriſtians after Chriſt's 
death, ſuffered cruel Perſecutions under the Romar 
Tyrants. | en fl O70, 

Thus much by the way I thought good to inſinuate, 

Teſt any ſhould muſe, or take offence in himſelf, why 
the Lord ſhould ſuffer his Church to be ſa long under 


wfflictions, wherein charice and' Fortune of man is not 
ito have any place, but the preordinate counſcl of God, 
diſpoſing the ſame not only when and how long the 
aMli&ions ſhall laſt, but when they (hall havean end, 
a5the two and forty months-in the Revelation I1,12,and 
xz Chapters ſhew and'declare; which months contain- 
ihg two hundred ninety four years, -if they be rightly 
Sithered, make the full time betwixt ue time of the 
Perſecution of Chriſt under the Fews and Herod, till 
the laſt year of Perſecution under Licinim ; which 
was from the Nativity of Chriſt, in the year of our 
Lord 324 ; from the firft Perſecution of Chriſt, in 
the year 294, as is exprefled. After the which year 
it pleaſed the Lord, after he had ſhewed his ſeverity 
upon his own Houſe, to (hew mercy again, andto 
bind up Sathan the oldSerpent according to Rev. 20. 
for the ſpace of' a thouſand years, that is, from the 
time of this Licenims, to the' time of John wickliffe, 
and John Huſſe;. during all which time,: though ſome 
conflicts and tumults have been'in' the Church, even 
among the Biſhops themſelves, ' yer no ſtirring or UI- 
niverſal murther of the Chriſtians was moved-before 
the Preaching of /ichl;Fe and others, as in the proceſs 
of the ſtory ſhall appear. = CHNH5 30 37774: 

' * Dooclean and «eMaximian reſigning up their Sove» 

J3 raignty- (as is aboveſaid ) at A 50omedza-'in Bythinie, 

' - committed the charge 'thereof unto” Galerizs and Cone 


cruel Perſecutions, miſerable bondage, and extream . : 


| 


" O7) 
| flantion; upon which occaſion great peace followedes 
.the Church of Chriſt, moſt eſpecially tothe Weltern 


parts and Proyinces:. For theſe; two. Emperours con- 


firmed by the Senate, choſe to themſelves.the whole 
Empire co Goyern, and divided: the Empire betwixe 


.themſelves, as two ſeveral Eſtates, not ſubje&_to'one * 


Government as, formerly, which was the fatal end of 


| the Imperial Glory. Unto Galerizs fell the Provinces 


of. Sclavonia, Macedonia, Thracia, «Egypt, with the 
Provinces of «fa : and unto. Conſtantizs his Lot, fell, 
Italy, France, . Britain, Spain, Germany ; and he 
Ele&ed Conſtantine his Son ſo Famous in Hiſtory. 
The other-of Africk, and the reit being too ſpacious 
to. Govern, being minded to Govern well rather than 


much, he gaye over Africk to Galerixs, being too. re- 


mote from his reſidence and eye. of his direction. 
This good Conſtantizs the Emperour,, by birth a Ree 
9an, his Father named Emtropue, his Mother Clandia 
Niece to the Emperour (laudizs, did at firit attain the 
Dignity of a Senator, being wiſe and Valiant in War, 
is commended by Eſebixs tor his Piety to God, | and 
Clemency to men, and did not partake with his parts 
ner in cruelty or ſtaining his Governmenc with the 
ſlaughter of Gods Saints; which God ſo highly hon 
oured and Bleſſed, that this. Godly Father left a more 
Godly Son the Heir of his well gotten Empire ; who 
when he was made Ceſar, was forced to forlſake his 
Wife Helena, .and to Marry Theodora Daughter in 
Taw to. Maximian to afſure himſelf. in the Empire, 
This Helena was the Daughter. of. Calins a BritziſÞ 
Prince, as ſome Authors affirm, and was ſtiled Vene- 


rabilss &: piiſſuma Augu/ta,cleanſing Zernſalem of Idols, 


building a Church in the place where; our Lord ſuffer» 


ed, Yet Jews and ſome Gentiles 1n reproach « called hee: 
| Stabu- 
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'Srabularia or Hoſteſs, becauſe ſhe found out the Crib 
where'6ur Lord was laid, and founded a Church in 
that Hoſtlerey, and therefore called Hoſteſs by way 
of reproach to the Chriſtian Religion ; like another 
Helena which 7oſephms ſpeaks of, who coming to 7e- 


| Yaſalem in time of great Famine which was in the days 


O Clandins, ſent for dried Figs and Corn to COyprias 
and '!beftowed great quantities of them.on the poor. 
This Conſtantine being here in Brittain and lately 
returned from War againſt the Pi&s ; fell ſick art 
York', where the Imperial Throne of Majeſty was 
ſet ;*at- which time Conſtantine his Son , being fled 
from-and eſcaped the hands of Galerius, with whom he 
was left Hoſtage, haſted from Rome, having belay*d the 


| way with Poſt-horſes for the purpoſe, and left them 


honghed for fear of purſuit, and came with all ſpeed'to 
York to his Fa hers preſence, at which the Father was 
ſo joyed that he fet himſelf upright in bis bed, and in 
the preſence of all his Councellors ſpake ro this pur- 
poſe unto Conſtantine his Son : /t now ſufficeth, and 
death 14 not at all fearful to tne, ſecing 1 ſhall leave 
my unaccompliſhed ations to be performed in thee, my 
Son, in whoſe Perſon I dowbt nor but my memorial ſhall 
be retained at in aMonnment of ſucceeding fame. Pro. 
tel the innocent, and wipe away all tears from the eyes of 
the Chriſtians, for therein [ have tonnted my ſelf moſt 


| happy. To thee Illeave my Diadem and the arfence of 


it, taking my faults only with me to the grave to be bu 
ied in everlaſting oblivion : but leaving my vertacs (if 
ever T had any) to revive inthee, And fo he tock 
leave of his Life and Friends, after he had far Ceſar 
ſixteen years, and Emperour two; and died in 
the year ofour Lord 306, and of his Age fifty fix, as 
Mr, Speed hath \t: A ON 

54 Con- 
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Conſtantine the Son of Conſtantine as you haye heard, 
a godly Son of a godly: Father is mitch commended 
for his yercues and liberality ta the'poor, for his geche 
gifrs to the Church which matty Chronicles make mens 
tion of, freeing the Church-men and Miniſters from 
all Tribute and Tok; his:donations to Schools nd 
Univerſities, with his Letters to all bits Provinces and 
Dominions to .ſet up the Chriſtian Religion, and to 
cauſe the Perſecution to ceaſe do at large appear in 
the eAts and Monuments of the Church. And here is 
anend of thoſe lamentable and doleful- Perſecutions of 
the Primitive Church during the ſpace of three hun- 
dred years, from the Paſſion of Chriſt to the coming 
of this (onſtantine, by whom as by his ele& inſtrumene 
it ple-ſed the Lord tagive reſt and peace to his Churches 
after long trouble, and then was the murthering ma- 
lice of Sathan reſtrained and tied up for a thouſand 
years through the great mercy of Chriſt : To whom 
be honour and glory, Amen, | 
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The Second. Book, Containing. the 


- \next three hundred years Follow- 
ing, With (uch things as eſpecially 
.. followed and happened in En- 


gland, from the time of King 


Lucius, i Gregorius , and 


bertc. 


N D now becatiſe the tying up of Satban 
gives ſome reſt to the Church, let us leave 
the Church Aﬀaires, and Proſfecute ſuch 
things as more nearly Concern England 

and Stotland, 

And firſt let us begin with King Laciws, by whom 
the Faith began in England, as Writers hold. And 
for ſo much as ſome Popiſh Writers make a great Con- 
troverſie concerning the Faith and firſt planting of it 
here in this our Realm, it (hall not be out of the way 
ſomething to ſay and ſtate the Queſtion, whether the 
Church of England received the Faith and Chriſtian 
Religion from Rome or not > Which though it be 


granted, '_ 


S 
C) 


ſo after to the time of King Eg- 
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granted, yetic little ayails for their purpoſe that would _ * 


haveit ſo. For though it ſhould be granted that Erg- 
land received the Faith and Chriſtian Religion in*rt.e 
time of Elathberius.then Biſhop of Rome one hundred 
and eighty years after Chriſt, and alſo in the time of 
ef uſtin whom, Gregory ſent hither fix hundred years 
after Chriſt ; yet it followes not, that therefore we 
muſt fetch cur Faith and. Religion from Kome as the 

chief Well head and Fountain of all godlineſs. But as ' 
they are notable to prove the ſecond, ſo neither have 
we cauſe to grant the firſt , that our Chriſtian Faith 
and Religion was derived from Rome, which we may 
prove.by many Reaſons. And the Firlt from Gildas our 
on Country-man, in whoſe Hiſtory it appeareth 
plainly that Brain received the Faith in the time of 
Tiberius the Emperour under whom Chriſt ſuffered ; 
and he faith moreover, that 7oſeph of Arimathea after 
the diſperſion of the Zews, was ſent of Pt:lip the Apo- 
{tle from France into Brittazn in the year-63, and here 
remained in this Land, and fo with his fellows laid the 
firſt Foundation of the Chriſtian Faith among the Brze- 
1th People, where other Preachers and Teachers affer 
confirmed the ſame. The Second Reaſon is from Ter- 
tullian, who lived near the time of Elatherins, in his 
Book {ontra jwudecs, wherein he manifeſtly imports that 
the Goſpel was received and diſperſed abroad among 
many Nations, and among the reſt names Breitain, and 
ſaith, 5 the wildeſt places of it the Goſpel mas preached, 
which mult needs « before Elutkerius wrote to Lie 
cins. Thirdly, Origen writes as much: Befide the. 
reſtimony of Beda, that writes, Eaſter was kept here 
afterthe manner of the Greek and Eaſt Churches, which 
was the: full of the Magn, what day of tne week ſoever ic 


fell on, -and not-on the Sunday as we now uſe'to do. 
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So that it may be gathered, | the Goſpel came rather 
from the Eaſtern Churches, than from Foxze.' And 
NTeephorns in his ſecond Book and fortieth Chapter 
teſtifies, that Sim Zelores did ſpread the Goſpel to 
the Weſtern Ocean, meaning this our Country of 
Brittain., And again the word: of Peter Cluntacenſss 
may be added, who'writing to Bernard, faith, that 
the Scots celebrated Ealter after the manner of the Greck 
Churches, and not of the Romans; neither would they 
be under the Roman Brfhop, or Legate in the time of 
Gregory, nor would aamit tbe primacy of the _— of 
Rome. 

Laſtly, we may kad that befare Lucins Writ 
to the Biſhop of Rome, England had received the Chri- 
ſtian Faith.. By all which it is probable, that our Re- 
ligion and the Goſpel came by the Eaftern Churches, 
rather than by Tome. Bur admit all that can be, that 
Elutherius Biſhop of Rome did help to the increaſe of 
the Faith in England, which was but newly ſprung up 
among the People, which I will nor ſtick to grant, 
what hath the Church of Rome got thereby ? For let 
them but grant us the ſame Faith and Religion as was 
taught in Rome, and derived (as they ſay) from Elx- 
therins to us, and we will defire no more. For 
then was there no Univerſal Biſhop above others ; 
then was not the Bilhop of Rome 'aboye all Councils 
and Churches; which Doctrine came not in till Pope 


- Boniface his time, which was four hiindred years after. 


And beſide, in &ntherizs time was no name or uſe of 
the e Maſs, neither any Sacrifice for + the acad, noe 
Puroatory, no offerings by the Prieſh for the dead. 

And we may underſtand by (7prian, there” "waz.no 
Tranſubſtantiation , which was not brought 1n- ts 
thouſand years _ neicher Prayers'fgr the dead; 

| which 


C 
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which came not in till the time of 1reve and'Conftans 
the Emperour. Neither was the Marriage of Prieſts 
forbiddenſbefore Hildebrand. One thouſand years al- 
moſt after the Sacrament was delivered in both Kinds 
to the 'People, as doth witneſs Cyprian. Neither was 
there any Dirges or Trentals, nor no ſuch things in- 
truded into Baptiſm as 1s now. For Auſtin and Pay 
linus Baptized in Rivers, and not in Hallowed Fonts. 
So that it.muſt needs appear we received not the Faich 
from Rome, or elſe they themſelves perſiſt hot'in tht 
Faith that was then taught in ome ; neither will they 
themſelves hold and perſift in the Faith then taught, 
or Religion then iti Foe, nor ſuffer us ſo 'to'do:that 
would.” About the time and year of our Lord 180, 
Ring Lacizs Son of Cola; which. builded Colcheſter, 
was King of the Briztains and Poſſeſſor of this Land 
called England; he hearing of the miracles done by the 
Chriſtians, dire&ed his Letters to the Bilhop of Rome 
to receive of him the Chriſtian Faith ; although about 
the ume Hiſtorians varie. Burtlet us return unto Elw- 

therius the good Biſhop of Rome, who heating the 
requeſt of this King, and glad to ſee his mind fo dif- 
poſed, ſent him fome Teachers and Preachers of the 
word, as Fuganus and Damianus, . which Converted 
' theKing and People, and Baptized them with the 
Sacrament of Chriſts Faith, Converting them from 
Idolsro ferve the living and one only God. And fo 
truth and Religion with fincere Faith increaſed, and 
ſuperſtition, ' and Idolatry decayed. There was then 
in England twenty and cight head Prieſts called Fla- 
mints, and three Arch-Biſhops called «Arch. Fla-. 
ines. Theſe eight and twenty Flamrnes were turned.to , 
eight ahd'thenry Biſhops,” And the three « £5ch-FIe-. 
mintz to three Archi-Biſhops, haying their Seats ofie 
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at York,: the ſecond at London, and the third at Glamor- 
gan near or in Wales. And thus the Kingdom was di- 
vided, every one under his own Biſhop, in good or- 
der.. And then did the King ſend for the Komar 
Laws; upon which ths Biſhop of Fome ſent an-Epiſtle 
to the King, wiſhing him to have recourſe co the Scri- 
. prure, for the Roman Laws might be liable to reproof, 
' but the Laws of God could not ; and therefore he 
bid him to rule his Kingdom by the Laws' of the Scri- 
pture. So then wai the King Chriſtened and the Go- 
ſpcl receivedin the Land, and continued flouriſhing 
the ſpace of two hundred and fixteen years, till the 
coming in of the Saxons; notwithſtanding many of 
the Emperours of Fozze had not received the Goſpel 
after wbat time England was Converted, fo that great 
perturbation was not only in Brzzta;n, but in Germany 
and Ztaly, by reaſon of the Heathen and Infidels in 
Rome and other places ; ſo that the ſtate of the Goſpel 
was notquiet, but through Dzocleſian and AHMaximi- 
an l{eventeen thouſand: Martyrs - are numbred to have 
ſuffered, as hath been. (hewed. But the main cauſe 
of the Perſecution and trouble in Breetarn, was, the 
King dying without iſſue, great ſtrife fell among. the 
Nobies of the Land, about ſucceſſion ( as is ulcal n 
ſuch caſes: ) ſometimes the Idolatrous 8omans, atlength 
the Saxons prevailed, ſo that the Land was inwrap- 
ped in trouble and deſolation. For aftcr King Lucixs 
death, the varons could not agree, . and ſo the Kemans 
-ſteptin and took the Crown from all their heggs.in:o 
their own hands, and then one King murdered ayetber, 
ill at length came in the Saxons and depriyed both the 
Romans and Brittains of the Land, as . in,the fol-.. 
Ling Hiſtory may appear and be ſeen, - Kivg Lacias. 
after he had founded many Churchcs, and given great. 
- riches 
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richesto them, deceaſed with great tranquillity-inhis 
own Land, and was buried at @lpcefter the fourteenth 
year of his Baptiſm, and year of Chriſt 201. | And he 
Reigned eighty ſeven.ycars as ſome- report, Thus 
much of King Lacie, | | 

| But to touch briefly of the ſtate of Brittarn betwixt 
the time of Lucins and the entring of the Saxons who 
were Kings thereof, and in what order they ſucceeded, 
or rather invaded one another, this Catalogue here 
under-written will ſpecifie, x 


L#aCcius, a Roman. 

Severus, a Roman, TEE 
Baſſianus , a Roman by the Father, _ 
Ceraſius, a Brittain, 

Aleftur, a Roman. 
"Aſclepiodotes, a Britain. 

(wlus, a Britain, 

Conſtantius, a Roman. \ 
Conſtantine ,/a Brittain by the Mother; 
Oftavins, aJewiflian. 

e Maximianns, a Roman. 

Gratianus, a Roman, 

Couſtantinas, a Brittain by the Mother. 
Conſtans, a Roman by the Father. 
Portigerns, a Jewiſſan. 

Portinzerns, a Brittain, © 

Portiger ns, again. 


By which you may ſee the lamentable condition of 


the Land being divided into,two forts, differing in 
Country as well as Religion; when, one raigned, they 
were governed by Infidels,and when the Britt ain ruled, 
they were governed by CR Hoy beit theſe In- 
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fidels never ſo prevaile@ eo'raiſe a general Perſecution 

In all the aforeſaid TenPerfeentions, but' the laſt Per- 

ſecution by. Diecleſian. * But 'the land ' became weak, 
Conſtantine (departing and raking away his Army, and 
in it ſome of the beſt and ableſt Souldiers being Brie- 
rains, 'and fo he marched to Rowe, whereby he obtain- 

ed great ViEtories, and brought much rranquillityto the 
Churches 'of Chriſt, And'Maximias following his ſteps; 
took\moſt of the ableſt Fighting men to fubdne France,” 
and as they wanted ſupplies ſent ſtilf for more to the: 
number of an hundred thouſand Souldiers, as ſome 
report, At whichtime Conatus bis Partner being 1n 

France, ſent for eleven thouſand Virgins from Eng- 
land, who with Urſ/#la the Prince Dioners Daughter 
being ſhipped over, many of them periſhed in the 
Sea and ſome taken by the Infidels, who becauſe they 
would not be polluted by the heathen w:re deſtroyed 
and miſerably diſperſed, ſome one way fome another, 

ſo that few eſcaped. So that poor Brittain being left 
naked and deſtitute of Friends and helps, fled to the 
Romans for ſuccour, who art laſt forſook-them ; ſo 
that the Archbiſhop of Loxdon was confſtratn'd to ſend 
to Little Brittain for Conſlantinus the Kings Brother, 

and the: Realm vas in ſome quiet during the life of 
the good Biſhop. ; But as the Realm was almoſt never 
quicr from the beginning without civil War, fo atlaſt 
came wicked Yortigerus who cruelly cauſed Conſtans to 
be murdered ; who then fearing his rwo Brothers, 
eAurelinusand Uter, being then in Little Brittain, he 
ſent for the aid of the Saxons being then Infidels; and 
not only ſo, but he married an Infidelthe Daughter 
of Hengift call*d Rowt#:”', Whereupon the faid YVorts- 
ger not long after by'Hengiſt and the Saxons, was with 
ke Trcaſon diſpoſciſed of his Kingdom, and the = 
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 & wfter, who reigned over the Prettains. And yet the Prie- 


| both reigning as ſome ſay fifty three years, who were 
I | 


' lr on lth: als 


ple of Brirtain driven our of their own Country, the 
Saxons ſlaying with ſubtilty and cruelty at one meer- 
ing of the Barons and Nobles of Br:ttain to the num- 
ber of two hundred ſeventy one Perſons, ſome ſtories 
fay four handred and ſixty. This-wicked a& was done at 
Almsbery or at Stoneheng, at whoſe Monument ſtones 
fill hanging ic ſeemsithe Britain Nobles were there 
buried. Others Tay the Brittains were ſlain at a Ban. 
quet, orat an Aſenibly of the Brizrains with the Sax- 
ons, the Saxour coming with privy Knives contrary to 
promiſe made with them, and being aſſembled the 
Saxons giving a\'watch-word in' their own language 
ſlew the Briztains unawares unarmed. And though 
this could not" be done without God's permiſſion, yet 
Gildas and fome others ſhew cauſes from God of ſuch a 
judgment on the 377#rarns for their cruelty, pride, and 
Covetouſneſs, &c. 


7 he Entring and Reigning of Hengiſt and Horſus , 
| and of te Saxnns in England. 


This was the fuſt entring of the Saxons or eAnples, 
being yet Infidels, which was about the year of God 
460. Although the {aid Hergift and the reſt had little 
quiet in Brettain, but” were' driven out by Ambroſius 


tains werenot ſo driven out but they returned and poſ- 
ſefſed ſome parts of Cambria call'd now wales, Hengift 
rezgning' as ſome ſtory forty three years, and died in 
Kent; others ſay he was taken in war by Ambroſius 
and Vter Pena#agon,and beheaded at Coningsburg, after 
he had raigned thirty nine years, After Hengi/t reign- 
ed 'Oſca twenty four years, and after him his Son Ota, 
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privily ſlain by ter Pendragon. T he Saxons after they 
were ſetled in England divided the Kingdom among 
themſelves, into ſeven parts. -The firſt was King of 
Kent: The ſecond was to be King of +#ſtx, hich. held 
his Pallace at Orceſter.: The third King was of the 
Weſt-Saxons: The fourth was King of Eſſex: The fifth 
was King of the Eaſt- Angles, that is to ſay,of Cambridge, 
Northfolke,: and Suffolks : The ſixth King was of Mer- 
celand or Mercia ; in his Kingdom were contained the 
Counties of L:ncely,. Lecaiſter, Huntington, Northam- 
pron, Oxford, Derbey, Warmicke : The ſeventh King 
had all the Countrey beyond Hmamber, and vas called 
the King of Northumberland. T heſe ſeyent Kingdoms 
alrbough-chey continned nor long ,' but-at- laſt were 
joyned-into one, coming.into the poſlcfſion of the veff= 
Saxons; yet for the ſpace they .continued, it was with 
2 continual war amongſt themſelves, .. And' as for the 
| race and order of them, it is ſet down more at large 
in the Atts and Monuments. = 
But although the Brizzazns were bereay'd of their 
Land by the Saxons ſubtilty ; ' yet they were not ſo dri- $ 
yen out but that the face of a Kingdcm remained about 
Cornwall or ales, and by the valiant acts of the Frit- 
tains, ſome one while had one part and ſome another, 
unto the time of Carecius: when tte Brittains were de= 
poſed by Gormundus whom they themſelves ſear for 
out oFureland, requiring bis aid againſt Carecius their 
wicked King. Burt by that means the poor Britains 
utterly loſt the Land, and were driven. into Cornwal 
and Wales in the, year of Chriſt 5po. What the or- 
der of theſe Kings was, with their names, -times and 4 
places of their Reign, in the Table under-writ 1s ex- 7 
preſſed. But by the way it is to be noted, that ((0%- 
hantinns Secundrs had three Children , vize Conſtans 
i. who, _ 
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| Ss... 
who was made a Monk in Fincheftr, and after: made a 
King; the ſecond was Awrelivs 'Ambroſiug, and thie 
third was Uter Pendragon. This being premiſed we 
ſhall enter our Table following. | | tes 


A Table of ſuch Kings of Brittzin which Reign- 
- edrogether with the Sexors after their com- 
ing into the Land. 4-1} cereal $40 


portiger. Conſtantings. 
Te, wry : { 3 * Bl 
Jorttmer, *© CAnrelins. 
Fortiger again. _ Comanns. 


Aurelins. Ambroſius. Vortiger us. 
per Pendragon. Malgo. 
Arthur. ' © Carecinns. 


Theſe you muſt note and underſtand did not ſo 
Reign as that they had the full government of the Land 


or whole Realm, but only parcels of 'it, what "they 


could hold'by force of Arms and'win from''one ana- 
ther. But-at laſt the Saxons came in ſo faſt that the 
Brittains could neither hold what they had, nor reco- 
ver what they had loſt, leaying an example what” it 1s 

tolet in a forrain Nation to their Dominions, eſpe- = 
cially to joyn in Marriage with Infidels, as this Yorti= 
ger did with Hengifts Daughter, which was the Mother 
of all this miſchief, giving the Saxons not only ſtrength 
but occaſion to a:tempt that which they did. Neither 
were the-Nobles of England inſenſible or unconſide- 
rate of the ſtate of things, but being highly and wor- 


thily offended did juſtly. depoſe their King and in- 


throned Yortimer bis Son in his room ; by the which 
. 5 . 5 +2 
Vortumer the Saxon was repulſed and driven into Ger= 


(95) 
muy; and continuedtill the death of Yortemer, whom 
Rowen Daughter of Hengiſt cauſed to be poyſoned;z 
and fo'they:hroughtii) Yoreiger again. So Vortiger 
being reſtored and brought into his Kingdom! again, 
by his Wives intreaty ſent for Hergi/t, who came in 
with-a Navy. of three hundred Ships well appointed, 
which the Nobles of.the Kingdom hearing of, prepa- 
red themſelves againſt him': But Hengiſt fo excuſed 
himſelf t{;rough Rowen his Daughter, pretending he 
came not agaiolt the #ritt4ins,” buc to proſecute Yorts- 
mer, pntF: <3 he would take the Kings part againſt him 
and thoſe of his Army that did .remain, and that he 
would leave theTand'when they pleaſed : In the mean 
time if they would appoint'time'and-phce of meeting, 
things ſhould be. fo* concluded ,* and that' he would 
ſtand to what agreement they ſhould make, or what 
the Counſel on both fides ſhould order. 5$o the place 
of meeting was appointed at Almsbery; and the:time 
appointed coming, Hengift gave order to every one of 


his patty $0, carry.each a long knife in his hoſe, and. 


upon a watch- ward.given-to fall upon the Britt:ſh.No- 
bles and kill themy 5 which accordivgly - was done , 
and the. Nobility. flain as you heard before. The Br3t- 
tain Nobles thus:flains they took'the King and bound 
him, for whoſe ranſom they  requited* London, Yorks 
and Lincols to be delivered them; : which being done, 
they began to. make bavock of the. Britzzſh Nation, 


killing thePrjeſts, : burning the Scriptures, left nor any 


thing undone which might ſhew their tyranny z in ſo 
much. as the King ſeeing fuch lamentable ſpoil of his 


people, fled into--2/es 1n the year of our Lord, 46z;' 


In'the mean vvhile Ambroſins and Vier Pendragon Bre- 
thren to King'Gonſtans, underſtanding the woful eſtate 
of the Realm, did ſpeed over into England, and to - 
| © þ _ tishe 
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(91) 
tisfie the defiresof the Brettains as foon as they came 
over Ambreſius was Crowned their King, The King 
ſeeketh out wicked Yortzger who had killed King Conftans 
his Brother, and finding him in wales in a ſtrong Caſtle 
wherein he had immured himſelf, ; ſetteth the Caſtle 
and him on fire, and then went againſt the Saxons, and 
with E/etheir Captain ( new come over:) bad many 
conflits. © Hiſtory reports that Horſas the Brother:of 
Hingiſt was taken in the Field. fighting. againſt Agre- 
lins Ambroſius, - who it is faid conſulted with his Coune 
cil what to do vvith him; ' vvhereat the Biſhopof Gle- 
cefter ſtanding up; gave counſel thatihe ſhould 'be ſer- 
ved as Sammel ſerved. Hpag, who hew?d him in pieces, 
and as his Sword had made other Women Childleſs;-{a 
bis Mother (houtd be Childleſs of him-: and ſo it is.re- 
ported that Hor ſus was taken dy the Mayor of. Glo- 
cefter out of the Cicy, and there beheaded, This A#- 
relins and his Brother UVrer were nurſed and brought 
up in Fondon, and inftructed bytherArch-Bifhops and 
after the murder of *Conſtans- their Elder Brother 
were conveyed to 1rrtle Brittain,' the King'tbeing their 
Kinſman where they were, till they were ſent for intd 
England againſt the'Sarons, So that it is evidents; that 
though their Father was a Roman, they were Brittains; 
and hada Brittairto their Mother. - 2-148 
| After the death of Azrelizs, who 1s thaught to be 
poyſoned by the ſubrilty and crafty means of Paſcen- 
tins, ſucceeded ver Pendragon, who fighting againlt 
Ofta and Coſa being Saxons, took them and brought 
them to london there to be kept; but they breaking Pri- 
lon got away and fled into Germany for more aid, 
with whom the Brittains had many conflicts: But the 
Idolatrous Saxons prevailed againſt the Chriſtians z be- 


Ing more in number and ſtrength, waſting the Realm. 
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| (92) 
Which ver the King ſeeing was: much grieved with 
the deſtruQion of his people, and falling ſick cauſed 
his bed to be brought into the Camp, where God gave 
him ViQory ; and O&a and {oſs being Main, it ſo chan- 
- cedthat in ſhort ſpace after 7rer the King died, being 

as'fome thought poyſoned, which poyſon was caſt in- 

to Fountain where he uſed to go.to.drink, which 
wat inthe year of our Lord 516. About which-time 
came in. Shepha and #3 zgarivs, two Nephews of (ers 
etice King of the weſt.Saxons, which came 16 yiolent- 
ly that:they of the Welt part of England were not able 
to'refilt them, but by the mercy of God, was raiſed 
up King Arthar,.:the Son of Hter Pendragan, who was 
preſently Crowned)” and reigned yiftoriouſly.: . And 
howeyer many tales are told of him, yet by the. provi. 
dence of God there. was much quietneſs ta the Brie- 
tains during his life and certain of his Succeſſors, | 

After «Frthut, came Conftanrine the third, and after 

him eAurelizs Comanu and Fortigerus; after whom 
followed algo. noted in, Hiſtory for a Sodomite, 
Afrer-all came Carecius the [aſt King of the Brutains, - 

by whoſe means and reign of the Saxons all good Mi- 
niſters and Clergy were utterly driven out of the 
Realm, The Arch-Biſhop of London, as alſo many 
others, fled into wales, called then Cambria, But the 
great reaſon of the weakneſs of the Realm, that they 
could not oyercome the Saxons, was Conftantine and 
eMaximian,vvho going out of the Land took the beſt 
and ableſt Souldiers away with them, yyhereby they gor 
many notable Victories in other Countries, (o that the 
Kingdom of Englayd was left deſtitute, But ſome 
there are that aſcribe the cauſe of the ſubdaing the Na» 
tion by the Saxons to the fins of the Chriſtians, who 

beginning to enjoy ſome reſt, abuſed the mercies of 
. = ON” God 


(93) 

. God and beeame proud and covetous, ' which' G/de 
and other Authors complain of , that moſt men .ex- 
ceeded in pride and luxury, hating the good which 
before they did profeſs, and 4nclining to the evil and 
vvicked Perſons, fo that they: were juſtly puniſhed 
of God, | | - 
But to rexuen to the. race of the Saxons, Though - 
there vvere many vvicked Kings among them , tor 
which they were after puniſhed by the Danes and Noz- 
mans atlaſt ; yer ſome among them were good Kings, 
of vvhich the firſt was Erhelbertus or Erhilbrit} King 
of Kent, who by means of Beraa his Wife, and alſo by 
the preaching of Ax did firſt receive the Chriſtian 
Faith in all this Land of the Engliſh Saxons. Next ty 
himin placel give it unto Oſwaldas King of I orthune- 
berland, who not only defended the Chriſtian Faith 
himſelf, but vyas a Preacher of it to his own Nobles 
in the Scottiſh language. Next to bim cometh his Un- 
cle Edwin, vvho by means of Pawhnus Bilhop was a 
receiver of the Chriſtian Faithy- and after him Stgebere 
was the firſt Chriſtned King of the 8aft- Angles, as al- 
ſo Sebert, vyho was the firſt Chriſtned King of Efex, a 
oreat promoter of Learning and ſetter up of Schools. 
and Univerſities : In whoſe time St, Pawls b-gan to be 
builtin London, And ſo was Ethelbert King of the Eaſt- 
Angles a good Prince, who being perſwaded by his 
Council ro Marry { though againſt his Will ) went 
peaceably to King Offa, for the eſpouling of his 
Daughter Edz/r5d, meaning innocently, but was by the 
Devilich device and Counſel of King Offa his Wite 
ſecretly Beheaded, _ and made.away. But after Offa 
repenting of the deed, for SatisfaQtion caufed the fult 
Peters pence to be given out of England to St, Pyrers; 
Church in Kore. wins 


- In 


. 694) © | 
:.-Inthe Catalogue'of theſe good Kings were Kenel- 
ws King of the' Mercians, and. St, Edmund Kin 
of the Eaſt Angles ; the one was circumyented by his 
Siſter 'and Tutor; for being a Hunting, and coming 
to Corff (afHle to drink, he was by them ſtabbed, or 
beheaded. .. The other, Eammnd, was ſlain at Bury, 
called £drzund the Martyr, and henee the Town is 
called St. Edmund's 'Bary, Others teport his death, 
that being taken by 1:4#a and Hubba ina Field Batte!, 
he was ſet at a Stake being bound thereto, and: ſhot 
to death by the cruel Danes. About theſe times 
Monkery came up, ſo that many Kings profeſt that 
life, to the number of ſeven or eight, Now. the 
Queſtion will-be, whether Kings that turned Monks 
did well orno 2 - Though they be highly commended 
by our Chronicles, yet I cannot aflent to them. For 
if they did. it to enjoy more eaſe, and to be free 
from trouble, it was not well to leave a publick good 
for private caſe. If they did it upon conceit of Me- 
rit, to leada Solitary life, upon the conceit of Holi- 
neſs, we muſt know that Salyation comes not from 
mans Holineſs or Perfe&ion, but by the free Grace 
of God, If they did it to avoid Court Pleaſures and 
occaſions of Evil, I fay it is good to avoid occifion 
of Evil; but it is better to refiſt them; and it 1s 
weakneſs in men to leave the charge committed to 
them of God, for fear 6f occaſions of Evil. For as 
Tally truly ſaid, Oxt of Aſia zt nas no God a mercy to 
be good and lead a Godly life, but in Aſia, where ſo 
much evil did abound, to be good, there it wat praiſe- 

worchy, Ando a King is not to change his vocation, 


; but to reſiſt the evil of them, | ( But this by the 
« . by:) - : Eg 


Theſe 


CPRF:: BONES: 
- Theſe things thus premiſed/ about the Order-and 
Raign of the Brirrs/hj Kings, let us enter on the treating 
of ſuch things as happened in the times of Perſecution, 
in the Realm under the Brittzſh Kings, which were 
three or four before the coming of Auſtin into £1 
gland. | | : Rr 0 OS, 
The firſt was under Dzoclefian, about the year of our 
Loft 2106, cf Al 82; 8 ON 

The ſecond by the invading of Gnavins and Melge, 
the one being Captain of the Hans, the other of the 
Pitts | F-7 I 

The third was the Perſecution of Heng:ſt in Brittarn, 
till the time of eAurelins Ambroſous. 

The fourth was by Gurmundns a Pagan Kings 
whereby the Faith of Chriſt was deſtroyed; and this 
remained till the time of ethelbert King of Kent inthe 
year 589; at which time the Chriſtian Faith was re- 
ceived of the Engliſh Saxons by the' means of Gregory 
Biſhop of Rome, as Hiſtory reports. | 

Bur now to joyn the orderot our Hiſtory together : 
The Chriſtian Faith was firſt received by Lxcins, and 
indured to this time about the ſeaſon of four handred 
and odd years, when as by Gurmundus Africans 
fighting with the Saxons againſt the Brittains, it was 
extinct in the Land forty years in the year 180, which 
year 180, was the firſt Springing of the Goſpel, The 
coming in of the Saxons was in the year 449, or /469» 
The coming of ' Auſtin was in the year 596: . SO that 
from the-coming of the Saxons to the whole driving 
out of the Brittains, being about! the latter end of the 
Raign of Cadvallader, ' was' two hundred and forty 
years: 'In Summ, from Chriſt'to Lxciw was a huns | 
dred and eighty years. '" The cominuance 'of the Go. 
ſpelto the entring in of the "Saxons was three tititicdred 
221 wy _ . , and 
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and two years, the decay of the Goſpel, tothe entting 
of Axſtin, was one bundred forty and three years; 
Which being added from  Lxcins to, {uſtin was four 
hundred forty. and five. years, from Chrilt to «ſts 
they make five hundred ninety and eight years. In 
which year came Auſtin into England from Gregory then 
Pope. The occafion was this; In the days of Pelagins 
Biſhop of Zome, Gregory ſeeing certain Children in 
the Markt place of .Rowe brontght thither to, be ſold 
out of 57gland, and being fair and beautiful, demand- 
ed of what Country they were, and underſtandin 
they were Heatheniſh, and came out, of England, he 
lamented their caſe, ſeeing them ſo beautiful and an- 
gelical, to be kept under the Prince of darkneſs : and 
. asking of what Province they. were, it was told him 
they were of the Province of Deifra, a port of the 
Notth Saxons, which is thought was Durham, from 
whence ir takes its name. Then alluding tothe name 
faid, Theſe People were to be delfvered from Deira; 
which ſignifies Gods wrath. And underſtanding the 
Kings name was Ale, O, faith he, Allelujah & ta be 
ſung tothe living God, Whereupon he was moved to 
g0 into that Coun: ry to help the Converſion of it; Bur 
was not permitted by Pelagizs and the Romans. Burt 
Pelagius being dead, after Gregory came to be Bilhop 
of R ome himſelf, he ſent the aforeſaid Auſtin with 
other Preachers to the number of forty, to Convert 
the People of England to the Faith of Chriſt. Bur 
how it happened I know not, nor can fay ; but ſuch a 
ſudden fear came upon. them all, that they all went 
back again, and, writ to Gregory to releaſe them of 
' their Voyage, being ſo dangerous to come among ſuch 
a. barbarous people, whoſe language they knew not, 
and yyhoſe rudeneſs they were not able to-refilt, , But 
Ky oo I .- 
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after he ſent them again, and deſired the Biſhop of 


$o that they being aſſiſted by the Biſhop, nf encoy- 


place vvas Dedicated to St. Pal and Peter on the Eaſt 
ſlide of the City , vvbich place the King and Great 
inen do _aſc_for burying place, yyhich place is called 
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Saint —_— to this day. And fo he returned by the 
vvay of France, and certified the Biſhop of Rowe, 
how they had been entertained and ſped in England. 
The King alſo ferideth ro the Bilhop , that be yvoald 

Tend him [.aws, and alſo deſired to be refolved in cer- 
tain Queſtions, tothe number of ten, vybich.novy are 


nat much material to ask or anſwer. But preſently the 
Biſhop ſent him more Coadjutors, as Melitms,' Faſtin, 
Paulinus, and Rufinas to, offilt Asſtin and the reſt in 
| preaching, as alſo other Implements as he thought ne- 
ceflary for the Engliſh Church. ' And alſo fenc order 
to, Ax to dividethe Land into two Metropolitans \ 
| orSets, the oneto be at Zondon, the other at York : 
But made him chief of both during his life, and after to 
return the power to themſelyes, as by the tenor of his 
Letters appears. | And alſo ſent his Letters unto Me- 
titxs and the reft, that they ſhould not be puft up vvith | 
pride at the converſion ofthe Heathen, bur ſtill conti- |} 
Y nue in their work.  Likewile he direRed his Letters | 
= to the King, wherein he highly commended him,and _ 
2 defired him to perfiſt in the Paith begun, to deſtroy * 
Tdojatry, and togovern hi: people in all godlinefs and 
holineſs; prgmiſing him the reward of eternal life : as {| 
alfo to prepare himſelf for death and judgment , ' and 
| toaccept of ſuch gifts as he had ſent him at preſent 
from Rome ; ſending vvithall the P.ll ro ereR his two 
Arch-Biſhopricks, eMelitas being made Biſhop bf 
the &aſt-Saxons at London under King Srgebert, by 
vyvhom vvith his Uncle zeþelbert the Church of St. Pants 
vyas builded, and Aſtin of the other, | 
The King by the advice of Axftin called the Bi- | 
ſhops of Britrazn to be aſſembled at a place ſince called 
 Auftins Oak, vyhere Aufinexhorred the Biſhops of 
the Land to keep the Rites and Cuſtoms uſed 1n the 
<q | Romts/h 
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| (599%) 
Remiſh Church,” andtopreach'the vyord and to keep 
Eater afterthe manner of Rome, at alſo ro- uſe Ba- 
priſm as they did, Bur ſome of the'Breereſhand Scortsſh 
Bihops refuſed to do ſo, and' ſtuck to their own cu- 
ſtoms for the obſervation of 'Exffer. Whereupon a ' 
Synod was called, and ſeven Biſhops of Brertarn came 


to it, as alſo the wiſeſt and moſt famous of the Abbey 


of Bangor. ' But before they came-together, a holy 
man told them how they ſhould know Auſtin whether 
he was ſent of God-or no:: That'is, ſays he, if ke be 
humble and meek, and behave himſelf courteoully to 
you, receive him ; bur if otherwiſe, © contemn' him. 
And fo it cameto pals, that when the Briresſh Bilhops 
with the reſt were come into the Council, Auſtin lac 
ſtil, (hewing no reverence ; whereat many of them 
were diſpleaſea and departed, being highly offended. 
But Asſtin told them, that if they would not obſerve 
the Rites and preach the Goſpel to their Friends, the 
Enjhjb,they ſhould ſuffer death by their enemies; which 
not long after came to paſs by the means of Ethelfride; 
King of 2 orthamberland, ( being yer a Pagan) who, 
came againſt them with a huge Army to Cheſter, where 
Brockmale a Conſul of the City and a Friend tonhe'Bret- 
tains was ready toreceive him; The Monks gather- 
ing together, the cauſe of their meeting was demand- 
ed ; which they declared was only to faſt and pray for 
their Conſul, although they bate no weapon': iyet' 
ſaid the King, by their faſting and prayer they perſe- 
curethe King ;: and ſo Brockmale being oyercorme*by 
the Sexons, the King commanded to turn their W#: - 
=_ apon the unarmed Monks, and ſlew or marryted 
ome report eleven hundred of them. So verifying. 
« Tnswords. Which whether he was to blame in 
the buſineſs, 1 leaye'others to judg ; Byr this is certain; 
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| (100) 
Auſtin.mas not excuſable.in ſhewing no. reverence or 
bumiliry as he did profeſs, that thought ſcorn to ſtir in 
bis chair at the coming in. pf ſo.many reverend Biſhops 
which came to meet ay he bad commanded, Much leſs 


would he have waſhedtheir Feet after the example; of 
Chriſt bis Maſter...,.. ,,.; - | 


# 4» 4 


uſed, .arelle it isimpoſbble be ſhould baptize ſo many. 


. 
- 


ig.qne day, | IT OR OY 

\bour. this time Gregory Biſhop of Rome departed 
this.ife; of whom it is truly ſaid, Of all the Biſhops be- 
fore him he was the worſt, and of all that came after him 
he mesthe beſt, 
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©... And:about this time died David Biſhop of Wales, 


ad therefore calhd David of ales. FE 


V 


v2 * Wxr vo 


Fa wu WXRXuwWe a ST 


(101) > 
Not 1ong after;died Auſtin in! England, aftetibe Had 
ſat fifteenor ſixteen years; +} 21 vs 1 1 

By which, accoppt we maſ:note jt not. to be true 
which ſome affirm, that he was dead before the, mur-. 
der.of the Monks of. Bangor, for. this murder: being*in 
the year -6og, and eAnſtine coming into England-1n 
the year 596,and he continuing fixteen years in his Bi- 
ſhoprick, he could not be dead at ;this- Bartel about 
the year. 619; | 


I read of Jobr Patriarch 'of «Alexandria, who: for 
bis bounty and hoſpitality to the Poor is much noted, 
beingin his minority a,ſparing and hard man, and be- 
ing at his prayers on a time jt is reported a Viltion-ap- 


peared, viz. A Maid who named her ſelf Mercy,'and 


defired he would take her to Wife and he ſhould pro- 
ſper well, But whether th45, be true or falſe I leave. 
But it 1s reported he was ever after ſo bountiful, that 
he called the poor and needy his Maſters, and. would 
{jt at his own door a whole day together to relieve 
them, And oneday litting and none coming to him, 
complained that he had done no good that day ;- to 
whom it was replied, that he had done fo much that 
in the City there were not any left that had need of 
him, neicherany controyerfies among them to take up 
about the poor as:-was wont to be, and which were-ta- 
ken up and. relieved by him, I wiſh we had more 
ſuch johns ig thele;days. .. LITE 

Concerning, the acts anddeeds of Gregory,'. how he 
withſtood the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, who would 
be chief Prieſt and:only Biſhop above others, and hows 
he declar'd him. to-be a forerunner. of. Antjchrilt. ia 
claiming ſuch a,.Title, as alſo how be anſwered the 


Letters of H4anricins the Emperour,. is more fully re+ 
28d. - Hy 4. Hg 
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Healfo brought in the Title to the Biſkops of Rome, 
who by him vvere ſtiled, Serv Servornm Der, 
pur then in mind of hutmiliey, and their duty to Chr 
but theſe with other things 1 ler paſs: 

But after che 'death' of: Gregory 'came Subimianus , 
who #s he was a great derraQor from Gregory* s works 
and writings, fo he continued-nor in the Papal Seat 
bur about the ſpace of ewo years, and in 'thar (hott 
ſpace did more hurt than Gregory with all his labour 
and pains coufd dopood before. **For that which Gre- 

gorykept om, he broughtin, obtaining of Phocas the 
6 kbs Emperour, that'he- and his Succeſſors ſhould 
be called Univerſal Biſhop of the World, and ehief head 
of all the Churches in Chriſtendom ;alledging frivolouſly 
thathe was St. Peters Succeſſor, -and had the Keys of 
binding and looſing. 'And thus began Rome to take 
upon her tobe the chief head and ruler of all others, 
which alſo was promoted by Boniface the third, vvho 
2s he lacked no. boldneſs himſelf or ambition to ſeck 
;\ ſo he had an Emperour that did fit him, vyho was 
Phoca, A man of as much vvickedneſs as his Biſhop. 
For he "murdered Marricins his Maſter the former 
Emperour, as alſo his Children, thinking to eſtabliſh 
his Empite with or by the favour of the Biſhop of 
Rome; 1o that he condeſcended to all the Biſhops re- 
queſts and petitions : 'among which this was one, to 
make him Univerſal Biſhop of all the Churches of 
Chriſtendom. Bur-as blood is commonly :reompenſed 
with'blood, ſo it came to-paſs by Phocas, who of He- 
raclius the we ſucceeding him, hal his hands 
and feer cut off, and ſo he was caſt Htb''the Sea, ' So 
tht 'Phocas vyhich gave the firſt ſupternacy to Rome, 
loſt dis-ovi, as alfo his life: 
. Bur Rome vyould not ſo ſoon loſe her uprmac 
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but hath ever held and defended that title by force and 
policy. And ſo much for Bauiface, who proved as 
Gregory foretald, a forerunner of Antichriſt. ' For as 
Gregory brought in the title of Servns Seryvorum dei ; 
ſo he brought into their heads this ſtile, Yalumys, 
Mandamus, Statuimns, ac Precipimus, We will, Com- 
mand, appoint and enjoin you, 

But now to return to Erhelbere who Kirred up a 
Citizen of London tro build a Church or Chappel ax 
the Weſt end of Loxdon, in aplace then called Thorne), 
now #eſtminſter ; which Chappel was by Edward the 
(onfeſſor enlarged and new builded, and by Henry the 
third made, as it is now, a large Monaſtery. And after 
theſe and many other Acts of his, -when he had raigned 
fix and fifty years, changed his mortal life in the year 
of our Lord 616, | 

And Ethelfrid eſcaped not for the murder of the 
Monks of Bangor, but was flain in the Field by Edwing 
who ſucceeded in Norrhamberland after him. 

This Edwin was the firſt Chriſtened King, who was 
Baptized by Paglinus the Biſhop, and 'was Converted 
miraculouſly, and Married Echelbxrga Daughter ta 
King Erhelbert King of Kent, Aﬀter the King was Ba= 
ptized, the King and the Biſhop conſulted together at 
York, and many of the Idolatrous Prieſts were Con- 
verted, inſomuch that many of them with Coy/e- the 
chief of the: Prelates, armed themſelves and be- 
ſrid Horſes, which was not lawful for them to do ' 
( only a Mare they might ride: ) But they rode and 
deſtroyed the Idols and their Temples not far from 


' York, at a-place called Gedrmundbam, being brought 


from their maymentry, and Canverted to the Faith of 
Chriſt, and during the life of Edwin; Paniiny Baptized 
t 


id 


( 104) 
the People in Rivers about Trk, inſtead of Fonts. 
He alſo Preached-in' Lincenfie, and Baptized and buile 
a Church of Stone' in Zincoln. And in his time it 1s 
obſerved, a Woman might» have goneladen with Gold 
fromSea to Sea without fear of Robbing. So great 
' quiet was in the Land. He alſo made Bowls of! Brafs 
and fet them at the head of every Fountain and Spring, 
to'refreſh his wearied Subjes, Travelling from place 
ro place. | | | 
| This Eawin after he had raigned as aforeſaid, and 
after his Baptiſm, was flain by Cedwalla King of the 
Brittains and wicked Penda King of the e Mercians, 
with his Son Ofricus, in the Field called Hatfield. 
This Panlizus, as he was ordained Biſhop of Tork by 
Juſtus Biſhop of Canterbury ; ſo he did ordain Ho- 
morins Bilhop of Canterbury; and ſo they ordained 
one another. Art laſt the Kiog ſeeing the cruelty of 
the King of Mercia, he with the Queen fled into Kerr, 
when Pazlinus was Biſhop of Rocheſter the ſpace of 


nineteen vears. ' And ſo I orchumberland was lefc 


without a Biſhop thir:y years. But only James a Dea- 
con left there by Paulinus, did Preach and Baptize 
'many, © ti]l peace was reſtored among them, The 
number of the Faithful increaſing, the Church came 
again to its ſtay, 'For after Edwin and Ofrici« wete 
flain, there did ſucceed the ſecond Son of Ethelfrid 
named Oſwaldus : whereof when (edwalla had under- 
ſtanding, he having made havock of the Saxons, and 
thought to root them, out of England, he ſent King 
 Penda ith a great Hoſt of Brittarns, thinking to ſlay 
Oſwald "as he had done his Brother: Gaxfride and King 
Edwin before him. 'But Oſwald being warned of the 
great ſtrength Cedwalla and' Pexda bad , fell on his 
 - knees in Prayer to God for the Salyation of his People; 
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and preſently after in a Field called Denesborne, or ag 
ſome call it Heaver-field, the'Army of Cedwalla and 
Penda was overthrown, and chaſed by: Oſpald, after 


he hadraigned two and twenty yeats, leaving a Son 


after him called Codwallader the laſt ring of the Brit- 
fAINS.. | | : | | 053% 8 
Many things are ſpoken of this Oſwald to his praiſe, 
aS his Zeal to God, pitty to the Poor, and other Ver- 
tues; ſome miracles alſo, but we ſhall leave them to 
them that report them. This is certain, that'being 
well and yertuouſly inclined, he ſent for a Biſhop 
out of Scotland, which did not only Preach, but the 
King being Learned himſelf, did Preach himſelf to 
his Nobles, expounding the word in the Scortsſh Lan- 
Suage co the People. In theſe days Kinigil/us King of 
the Weſt Saxons, was Converted tothe Faith by means 
of Berine ſent by Pope Honorins to Preach in England, 


| and was made Biſhop of Dorcheſter, 'to whom Quz- 


relinus Brother of Kinigilſus after Baptiſm gaye that 
City for his See, and alſo gave ſeven miles compaſs to 
it, which was finiſhed by Kenewnlfus his Son. So 
Oſwald after - he bad raigned with much vertue and 
holineſs nine years, was (iain in Field as you heard by 
wicked Fenda, who was flain by Oſa#y Brother to 
Oſwald, notwithſtanding he had thrice as much 
ſrength as Oſwy had, ES | 
 Penda had three Sons, Wolfera, wede, and Egfri- 
aus. To this ſecond Son weda, Oſwy had Married his 
Daughter by conſent of Penda his Father ; thewhich 
weda by help of Ofay was made King of South Xercia, 
which Lordthip is ſevered from North Mercia, by 
the Riyer of Trent. weda upon Marriage of Oſwies 
Daughter, promifed ro become a Chriſtian, which 
he performed aſter the death of Pexds his Father, -But 
Wor. "*.. after 


4 
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aftes three years of his Raign, was flain by reaſpn of 
| his Wife. So tbe Kingdom fell, to wolferws the other 
Brother, who being Wedded to Erminilda Daughter 
of =rcembert King of Kent, was ſhortly after Chri- 
Nened, and is accounted the farſt Chriſtened King of 
Mercia, This wolferus Conquered Kenwalcns King 
of Kext, and got the fe of wight, and gave it after to 
Sigebert King of the Zaſt-e-Fng/es, upon the condition 
he. would be Chriſtened. And fo the Eaft- Angles 


- which-before had expulſed Abler their Bilbop, 


retoyered the Chriſtian Faitb again under Szgebert the 
King, who by the means of FYolfer#3 was reduced and 
Baptized by Finianus the Bilhop. | 
_  Butta return to Oſwy who was Gentle and liberal 

to the Poor, Devyout to God. This King gave «A- 

danus a goodly Horſe with Gold Trappings to caſe 
bim in his Travelling. Ona time a Poor man meeting 
him, and asking him an Alms, the Biſhop having no 
money; alighted and gave the poor man bis Horſe. 
Which the King hearing, he was diſpleaſed. But the 
Biſh ap told him boldly, that he ſet more by a Horſe, 
than a Son of «Aary or Son of God. At which 
words the King craved Pardon of the Biſhop, and 
told him be would give him leave to beſtow his Treas» 
ſure as be pleaſed. Whereupon the Biſhop weeping, 
told the People they were unworthy of ſuch a Prince. 

In the time of this Oſ#y King of I orthumberland. 
he had a Servant called Benedi& or Bennet, who was 
the bringer up of Bede, and took him. when he was 
| burtſeven:years old, and taught him during his life. 
| This Bennet being of a Noble Hoyſe and Kindred,  for- 
ſookall for Chriſt and went to Eawe, having becn 
| therefive times;. and brought thence many Books and 

beſtomed them Lia | ilterics- far Ncvetion ay > 
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He was the firſt that brought the art of Glazing, which * ? 
was not uſed before neicher in :Churches or Houſes, - . 
in the year 651. Then began the Controverſy of the 

Scottiſh: and Britiſh Biſhops about the Obſervation 
of Eaſter , againſt the Romiſh order of keeping it, 
One Coleman Arch-biſhop of York held againſt the 
Roman Order, and alledged the example of their Pres 


' decefſors, Godly and-able men, who uſed to celebrate 


Eafter from the fourteenth day of the firſt month, till 
the eight and twentieth of the ſame,” and gave the rea» 
ſon, : becauſe St. Fobn did celebrate and keep that day 
at Epheſus. On the other ſide was Egelbere Biſhop of 
the Weſt Saxons, James the Deacon of Paulinus above 
mentioned , the Abbot of Ripon and King «Lifred 
Ofwies Son with his Queen, all onthe ſame ſide. And 
after diſpute about the buſineſs, one alledging the ex- 
ample of John, the other alledging the example-of 
Peter; at laſt one ®lfred having leave of the King, 
made a great Oration to prove the obſerving of Eaſter, 
as the Church of Rome did, bringing Peter, who as 
he ſaid had the power of the Keyes, 'and of binding 
and looſing, and they were committed by him to | 
the Biſhop of Rome, and fo their example wag to 
be followed. wilfred ending his Speech, the Kin 

asked Coleman, if it wastrue that the Lord ſpake theſe 
things to Peter > and Coleman ſaid, Yea. Then the 
King ſaid to Coleman, can you declare any thing the 
Lord ſaid to you > Then anſwered (bleman, No. 
Then faid the King, both of you agree in this, that 
rhe words were ſpoken to Peter, and that the Lord 
gave Peter the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
gnd they both anſwered Yea. Then concluded the 


King on this wiſe: For 44 mach a Peter 5 thi Door- 


keeper of Heaven, 1 will not geinſey him, but obsy his 
l _ ; p Pl 


orders * 
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orders in every pointy” for fear when t come to heaven 
. gates be will not let mi: in, but ſhut the gates againſt me. 
Upon this fimple and rude reaſon of the King, the 
multitude conſented, andfo they agreed to keep Eaſter 
as the Rom Church did, and (cdda was content to, 
give way, Only Coleman the Scorrigh Arch-Biſhop of 
2ork in great diſpleaſure left the Realm, and went into 
Scotland, taking with him the bones of Ardanus the 
Scotttſh Biſhopz' and ſo ended the great controyerſie 
about the obſervation of Eafter.. | 
- After the death of Oſaye, Egfrid his Son was King 
of Nerthumberland fifteen years, who preferred Cxt- 
bert tothe Biſhoprick of Farne, and did diſplace «l- 
frid from the Biſhoprick of 1»+k, by means of the Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, and Cedda pollciſed it,vvho went 
to Rome to complain to Agatha then Biſhop of Zope, 
and was in ſome things well allowed. | 
About this time were the South-Saxons converted 
tothe Faith by the preaching of woſferus, being,licen- 
fed to preach by the King, And it js obſerved that 
after they had received the Faith and were Baptized, 
_ they had rain, which for three years together they 
wanted, whereby the Country was fruitful which be- 
fore' was dry and barren; in ſo much that many climb- 
ed up into the Rocks claſping hands, and threw them- 
ſelves down into the Sea, And whereas they lacked 
the art of fiſhing, olfrrd taught them ro make Nets 
to catch Fiſh. | | 
After the death of Egfrid who was {lain in the ſtraits 
of Scotland, ſucceeded Alfred his Brother and baſtard 
Sonto Oſwye, and put rFilfred into the Biſhoprick of 
| Torkogain, | oi En” 
-  Ahd then Theodorus Bilhop of Carterbury divided 
the Country of.e Aeris into five Biſhopricks, which 
EiPDY Was 
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was-agreed upon at a Synod which was call'd at Het! 
field. The firſt went to Cheſter, . the ſecond, to. were 
cefter, the third to Lichfield, the fourth, to Ciderng in 
Lindſey, the fifth to Dorchefler, which was after tran» 
Nlated unto Lzncoln,. I EE 

. Near about this time the deteſtable Se& of Me 
homet.came up -in the year of our Lord 666, which 
took.ſtrength and place, ,though ſome differ about 
the times yetic beſt agrees ,quith the number of the 
Beaſt ſpoken of in Revelations +. nts 
.. Of this Habomer came the Kingdom of the Ages 
renes called Saracens, to whom AA4ahomet gave laws 
patchtup of ſeyeral Religions and Sets, who. held it 
was lawful' ro have many' Wives, and ſo pray: ever 
- with their face ro the South, and. to worſhip ſome» 
thing elſe beſide God and other blaſphemies; they uſed 
to keep Friday as we do Sunday, with other fooleries, 
At length this Kingdom of the Saracens was ſubdued 
by.the Tzrks, andat laſt vvholly conquered by them, 
But to return to our Erngli/h Story. of the Saxons. 
| About this ſeaſon Theodorns was ſent from Rowe by 
Vitelianus the Pope to be the Arch-Biſhop of Canter- 
bury, and with. him divers other Monks of 1taly, to 
ſet up here in England the Latine: ſervice and Maſſes 5 
with the Litany and other Ceremonies, beſide other 
Popiſh Wares. Theſaid Biſhop pur out and in yyhat 
Biſhops he pleaſed, playing the Rex. Wilfred and 
Cedaa he put out, pretending they were not lawiuly 
Conſecrated, (though the King had given them ſufls- 
cient authority) which »5{fred went to Rome, and 
with modeſty complained to the Biſbop of Rexe, buy 
was not redrefſed, $ ns, 
In the time of this Theodoret a provincial Synod was 
_ heldat Thetford, yyherein many of Nec. append & 
| | at 
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That Eeffer day ſhould be kept uniformly ; That no 
Biſhops ſhould intermeddle in anothers Dioceſs, That 
© Provincial Synods ſhould be held every year, That 
theCcrgy ſhould be freed from temporal juriſdiction, 
' With many other things not much macerial. | 
- "> Tnthe next year was a general Council held at Cor. 

ce, where Theodor was preſent , under Pope A4- 
ratha. Then was Marriage permitted to the Greek 

riefts, 'but not to the Fares. The Latine Maſs was 
confirmed and openly read'by the Popes Legare, Port#- 
enfss, before the Princes and Patriarch of Conſtantinople 
in the preat Temple of Sophy, in the year of out 


Lotd, 765. 3 ; | 
- After the death of Afred King of Northumberland , 
ſacceeded his Son Ofwedus, raigning eleven years. 
After vvhom taigned Kenredis two years; and next 
fricus after him eleven years, 

- Inthe time of the Reign of theſe four Kings, King 
Tus or Jaz Reigned over the Yeſt-Saxons, who ſuc- 
ceeding Codwallader laſt King of the Brittaihs, began 
kis Reign in the year 689, whoſe Acts, Reign and 
War is beſide this Story, | hd 
' Abour this time was one Cxthlarw, whom they 
called Confeſſor,, who renouncing the pomp of the 
World, about che twenty fourth year of his Age be- 
came a Monk in the Abbey of Repindor, who went to 
(ronlarnd and built a place to entertain ſtrangers, living 
an Anchorite life. But why he ſhould be counted a 
Saint for it1 know not. |, | 
Moreover aboutthe ſixteenth year of King ua, E- 
#helred King of Mercia, after he had Reigned thirty 
years, was made a Monk, and after was Abbot of Bars 
dj. About the eighteenth year of his Reign, the 
fearned and famous Biſhop Adelmnr died, bring firſt 
= EE made 
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made Abbot of Malmbury, then Biſkop of Shrwrborit; © 
who is highly commended for his Learning by »5/vens 
of Malmsbary, which his Epiſtles and Poems declare: 
Bat for the Miracles fpoken of himand 4dleword, and 
of St. Swithin, let them go ; as likewiſe the reports of 
'Fobn of Beverley let them paſs as idle fanſies, In this 
Kings time began the right obſerving Eaſter among the 
Pitts and Briitains, which Bede fers forth. In orabeur 
this time came up the faſhion of Shaving Prieſts Crowng 
and a great ado there was about it, more fie 'to- be 
laughrt at than reported, much leſs imitated. | 

Letus return to King 7#4, who aftcr thirty ſeven 
years Reign was perſwaded by his Wife Ethelbarge to 
go to Rome and be made a Monk ; which after ſhe 
had much laboured to do , perſwading him to leave 
the World,' and could not bring him to her-purpoſe; 
_ oh a day ſhe uſed this device; when ſhe and the King 
had reſted and delighted themſclves in a fair Pallace 
richly hanged, Wand the King departed, and on the 
Morrow the Queen cauſed all the Rooms im the Pal- 
laceco be filled with dirt and dung, and in one Room 
cauſed a dirty Sowand Pigs to be put wallowing inthe 
Mire ; in the mean while getting the King out of Town 
from the ſtink; butimmediately Quuſed him to retwen 
to the Pallace, and bad him behold how the Rooms 
were changed from their former' delicacy ; and withal 
told him, that though our bodies were now ( as they 
lately ) beautiful and fair, yet they ſhould turn toadirt 
and filth of the Earth, and therefore wiſhed him to 
look for a Pallace which ſhould endure- forever, 
Whereupon the King refigned his Kingdom:to' Zrhel- 
reds, and for the love of Chriſt left all the: of 
the World, and became an affociate to the pooreſt 
of men, going to Rome yith great dryotion, und his F 
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Wife went to the Nunnery of Barking,and ended the 
reſt of herlife when ſhe had been Abbeſs of the place 
certain time. This 7#4 was the firſt, as they ſay, 
that granted apenny for every Fire Harth to be pay*d 
to-Korve;. Which was after called Rome Scot, or Peter 
pence; which was pay*d- long after in . England, So 
much of King 7u4, who yer notwithſtanding made 
fome good Lans in-bis time. Now let us return again 
to NorthumberlandKings, _ 
_* Next Oſricas followed Celulfas,in. whoſe time were 
many learned men, among whom was Peda, who writ 
many learned Volumes, and went himſelf to Rome 
to haye them cotreted if need were. Others deny 
that he was there,, but was indeed invited to come 
thither, as by the Epiſtle of Pope Sergixs it doth ap- 
ear, However he was much in. eſtimation among 
them for his leatning, his help being deſired by the 
Court of Rome about ſome controverſies then depend- 
ingamongthem. He-departed chiMife on Aſcenſion 
day, inthe two and fixtieth year of. his Age, giving 
many comfortable exhortations to thoſe that were a- 
bout him. He Tranſlated the Goſpel of St. John in- 
to Engliſh, and died the ſame year that Notbe/inns was 
inftjtuted Arch. biſhop of Canterbury, 
This Celulfss King of Northumberland before men- 
tioned, after he had faigned cight years, was made a 
Monk in the Abbey of Farxe,or Lindefar, called Holy 
ifandnow, by whoſe means the Monks might drink 
Wine and Ale, which formerly by the inſtitution of 
Adanins the Biſhop dranknothing but Milk and Water; 
After (elulfus, Egbert raigned, being his Kinſman, and 
' Brother to Egbert Bilhop of York, who brought the 
Pall again that bad been gone ever fince Paxlings left 
that Bihoprick, and went to Rocheſter, This Egbert. 
—_ ET... _ Ereced 


(113,) 
ErecRed a famous Library in-Zerky which I with other 
, of the Bilbops would follow. . ” 
About the year 947. a Synod of Prelates and Bi- 
ſhops was called at Cloneſhoe, * inf which Synod. .thfſe 
things were:enaGted; That Biſhops ſhould live regu- 
larly and peaceably, That they ſhould go about their 
Diocels once a,year and admonilh their Abbats to, live 
well, That Scriptures ſhould be read inthe Congrega- 
tions, That Biſhops and Prieſts ſhould not meddle with 
ſecular buſineſs, That they ſhould not take money for 
baptizing Infants, That they ſhould learn the Children 
the Lords, Prayer and Creed if Exglifb, That the Sab- 
bath ſhould be reverently oblerved. and kept, That 
Clergy-men ſhould not be given to drunkenneſs, 
That Prayers ſhould be made for King and- Princes, 
with many other things to the number of one and thir- 
ty Acts or Laws Which Ordinances one Cxtbers 
Arch-Bilbop of Canterbury, ſent to Boniface an Engliſh 
man and Arch-Biſhop of MMentz; which Biſhop writ 
to Ethelbald King of Mercia ( which Beda calls proud 
Ethelbald) reproving him for his-Adulterous life... But 
he went into Northumberland, exerciling much cruel= 
ty and ſpoil. But Edbim a valiant and {trong man, 
after many conflias with him, did overcome Echelbald, 
and was after he had Reigned one and forty years ſlain 
by one Beorned, who ſucceeded bim in the Kingdom 
of Mercia, and Reigned thirty nine years. | 
TheLetter of the Biſhop of Hentz declared the cor- 
ruptien of the times, eſpecially of the Nuns and Mo- 
naſteries, in which he was to blame himſelf in ſuffering 
ſuch corrupt livers ; and yet he writ againſt chem, 
though notwithſtanding he was an upholder of their 
corrupt doQtrine. For from this Zoxiface did come 
andiflug forth that doctrine, Tha. chough a Pope was 
3% | | - { ; 
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mver fo corrupt in tife and led many to bell by bs | 
example , yet no man wa to queſtion him or puniſh | 
©**"fn'the time of this 'Arch-Biſhop, Pope Gregory the 
fecond and Gregory the third, as alſo Pope Zachary 
ahd (orftantine thefirſt, did great maſteries againit the 
*Gteth Churches ahd Emperoars, eſpecially rgainlt 
PhiRippitms and Lev, the one loſing bis Empire, the 
' other his Eyes and Life. Theſe Popes ſer up Images, 
eo mmanfing theth to/be worſhipt, broughr in reliques 
tothe Maſs, offerings for the dead, Priclts Veſtments 
arf4 Ornaments. And Conſtantine was the firſt that 

*pve his Feet to be kiſſed by the Emperours, 
Ii Epberts'ritie Sipebert reigned over theeſts Saxons, 
'4 man vety cradh- and turned the Laws of his Fore-fa- 
thets' to his owtr will and pleaſure. At laſt he was 
fhinby a Swine-heard ina Wood of an Earls that had 
given Him good cotthſel to leave his cruel conditions, 
and ſo he perithed bythe juſt hand of God, revenging 
the warder he had ſhew'd unto Combrans an Earl, 
whom-be had murdered before. 

Sigebert being flain, Kennlphm ſuceeded in the year 
748, who withthe abreement of the Weſt-Saxons was 
a great doer againſt Sygrbere his Maſter, This Kennl- 
phys kept his Lordſhip againſt Offa, till at length re- 
ſortitip to a Paramor that he had at Aferron, was there 
beſer and ſlain by Clit his own Kinſman, who did ir 
ir revenge of Szgeberrs death, 

L 'Moteover in the reign of Egbert King of Northum- 

berland, and in the eigh.h year of Kennlphns King of 
the efb- Saxons, Offs, after he had ain the 1 yrant 

that Killed Erheiba/i King of (FMerera and Uncle to 
Offs, teigned King of that Province. - Of which Off 

tfiahy things are ſtoried, atid many notable Vietories 

(465270 > | ; won. 
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won by him, not to our purpoſe to mention. But 
it ſeems ho xever it was, he took diſpleaſure againſt 
the Citizens of Canterbury, ſo that he removed that - 
See to Lichfield by the conſent of Pope eAdrian; and 
._ after this he chaſed the Brittains into wales, and made 
a Ditch betwixt England and #'ales, called Offa's 
Ditch to this day., builting a Church thereon, and 
called it Ofkerk, and Married his Daughter to Bregh» 
tric King of the weſt Saxons, = 
In his time was variance betwixt him and the French 
men, inſomuch that the Merchants were forbidd n 
trading. Wrerefore be ſent 4lcainus a Learned man 
to Charles the Great, that was then King of France, 
for peace, 'which was effe&ed, and the King bad eN- 
cxinusin great fayour and eſtimation, and after made 
him Abbot of Txroine in France, About th: latter 
end of his Raign, Erhelbert King of the Zaff. Angles, 
a right Godly and Learned Prince, came to the Court 
of Offs ( by the conſent of his own Counſel) to ſue 
for the Marriage of his Daughter. He came well ac- 
compagted, like a Prince, with a great many about 
him + But the Queen conceiving a falſe ſuſpicion, that 
he meant ſome violence to her Husband and King of 
Mercia, ſo perſwaded with Offa that night, that the 
next day Offa trained him into his Pallace alone ſepa- 
rate from his Company by himſelf, and there one G:m9- 
bertas took and bound him, and ſo ſtruck off his head. 
And ſo the inthacent Zthelbert was wrongfully mur- 
dered in the year of our Lord 793. But ſee the juſt 
hand of God on.the Queen,who in three months after 
was ſo tormented in her ſickneſs, that the bir off her 
own' tongue. into ſmall bits with her teeth, and ſo 
died, G y 
TE. L 3 x Bur 


But Offa underſtanding the. innoceqcy of Ecbelbert, 
gave the tenth part of his Goods tathe Church of He- 
reford ; | he alſo builded an Abbey at. St. Albans, and 
went to %ome in Penance, andfrom a King was made 
a Monk in the year 794. 

Atter Offa had raigned thirty and nine years, ſuc- 
ceeded Zgfretus his Son,who raigned but four months; 
not ſo much, ſaith Alcainus, for his own ſins, but 
that his Father had ſpilled ſo much blood to confirm 
him in the Kingdom. go - 

Next Egfretus ſucceeded Kenulphas in the Kingdom 
of Mercia, which Kenmulphas retaining the batred he 
bore to the {arntuarift by reaſon of Offs, made War 
againſt them, where he took zgbere the King ( other- 
wiſe called 77 ren) bound him and led him ihto Mer- 
cia, After being mollified to him, in the Church of. 
ninckcomb, he brought, the ſaid Egbert out of Priſon, 
and inthe preſence ot many Dukes and thirteen Biſhops, 
enlarged -and. reſtored him- to his own Place again. 
 Whereat all the People rejoyced, and the City and all 
Streets rang with joy at the Kings delivery, and great 
gifts were beſtowed upon Kenu!phas, a 

In ſpeaking of the, Biſhops of: Rowe, mention was 
made of Conſtantine the firſt, Gregory the ſecond, 
Gregory the third, and Zachary which depoſed (hil- 
aerick, and ſet up Pipinus the French King. Then 
after Zachary , followed Pope Stephen the ſecond, 
who, to gratifie Prpins, gave the Kingdom of Ra- 
venna with other revenucs of the Lombards bordering 
on Ttaly and Penice, But upon accoun: this may be 
found the donation of (orftantine; for how could it 
be, that the Exarchat of Ravine ſhould belong to 
the Emperour of Conſtantineple, if Conflantme had, gi. 
ven it before, as allo /raly tothe See of Rome ? p-5. 

| , this 
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this Pipinne, as;Polzcbron, doth witneſs, were ſent 
Organs into France by Conſtantine Emperour of (on- 
fantinople inthe year of our Lord 757, +.) ,* 207 
Next to Stephen the ſecond, ſucceeded Pas! the firſt, 
who following his Predeceſlors, thundred our © his 
Excommunications againſt the Emperour of (6nſtan- 
tinople, for pullins down Images, which was Proſe- 
cure lh the ſecond coming to be a Pope. 
" He was a Wlhn, and was ſhortly depoſed, and 
thruſt intoa Monaſtery, having his eyesput out. 
Atter whom ſucceeded Stephen the third, ordain» 
ing after that no Lay- man (ſhould be Pope. He con- 
demned the: Council of Conſtantinople, and ſetupima- 
es again, maintaining the Temples wherein was come 
mitted filthy. 1dolatry. = 
'- After this Srephen, came - «Marian the firſt, who 
maintained the: uſe of Images, calling them Lay-mens 
Books or Calenders. He held a Council or Synod ar 
Rowe againit Felix and all others that fpake againſt 
Images: he covered the Image of St; Perer with'a Pall 
of Gold. gle oo ere Ben 
In his time a great controverſie aroſe ' bet ween Gre- 
gories Maſs, and Sr, Ambroſe his Maſs ( ſo'thatthe 
Reader may ſec when the Papiſts Maſs began,) and by 
a feigned miracle, , Gregories Maſs was ſet up, and 
Ambroſe his Maſs only to be. uſed at « Mediolanum 
where he was'Bithop, ſo that Gregorzes Maſs was unt-. 
yerſally uſed 19 this:day. 19 5cct3 (154 253 v7 
- Butiro return from the Popes to the Emperours. 
As Pipinus the Father of Carolus' Magi bad given 
great donations:rothe Papal See; fo this Caro[us Ma» 
gu confirmed the fame, ma .ing biny Prince of Fome. 
and {taly. '; Abd the Pope again, to gratifie him, made 
him Parritines Remanorum, and give him tie title ob / 
072 13 | Rex: 
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Rex Chriſtianifimms ; and he bare a great affcRion 


his pelaſure to ('aro/ws would not aoree ; but gave the 
Mother with her two Children, and*Deſiderins the 
Lombard King with iis Kingdom into the hands of Ca- 
ro!nr, who led them captive into France, and there 
kepr.rhem in ſervitude all their life. So that Carolns 
Atagnus being proclaimed Emperour through the' pre- 
ferment of 4drian and Leo the third which ſucceeded 
Adrian; the Empire was tranſlated from the Greceamis 
to the French men in the year Sor, where it conti- 
nued a hundred andtwo years till the coming of Orho 
and Conracus which were Germans, and ſo doth 
continue betwixt them and the 4 /maines to this 
prefers, ' © | | 
* This (arolus Magnus built fo many Monaſteries as 
there was Letters in the ABC. Heis reported to be 
charitable to the poor, and merciful, giving much to the 
C harch and Churchmen, very valiant in warlike deeds, 
Skiltul in all Languages. He held a Council at Frankford, 
wherein was condemned the Council of Nree , - and 
Hent, for ſetting up Images; fo that you may ſee the 
deteſting of Images isno new thing, as is recorded in 
an ancient Hiſtory of 'Reger Hevedon it Latine, The 


\, fubſtance of which in 5»g#ſþ is this,” © 


In'the year of onr Lord 792, Charles the Freneb 
King fent a Bock cottaining the AR of a certain Sy- 


O 


nod, 
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ncd, vvhich Boak-:heing.ſent, to 'Bridtgin contained. 
things lamentable te conſider, many things incanyents 
ent and contrary to true Faith; eſpecially that by. the: 
conſent of three hundred Biſhops'af the Eafi Church, 
it was agreed, that Images ould be ſer up and wore: 
ſhipped, which thing the Church of God hathialways 
abhorred, And concerning the faid Book eAlcaip 
wrote an Epiſtle, proving by ſubſtantial argunvents 
grounded an Scriptyre, againſt, Images ; any;:jn, he 
name and perſon of our King and Biſhops did. pitſenr 
itto the French King. = © $2893 

Now to return to the Kings of Northumber/and 
where we lcft at Egbert, who: was made Monk; -as, dl- 
ſo (colulphus and Kendrediy.' Egbert reigned twensy 
years; about which time , as-alſo' Ceolulphiys tecea- 
ſing in his Monaſtery in the year 764, divers gxeat 
Towns were ſet an Fire as #ir1ton, Londou, Doncaſter, 
York, and ſeveral Kings ſucceeded one anothet; f9 
\, that there was ſuch trouble and turmoils with depofing 
'| of Kings one after another, eſpecially rhe Kings of Nor- 

| thumberland, that few or none durſt take the: King- 
. Com upon them, ſeeing ſo much danger enſying, -1a 
that that Kingdom of Narthwwberlend was void and 
waſt thirty three years together, After which: both 
that and others of the Saxons fell-into the hands of' Eg+ 
bert King of the #eſt- Saxons and his Progeny, -in tbe 
year 827, and in the twen:y 'eighth year of{his eign, 
Which may further appear: by  Lcainue his Lawers -. 
more at large ſet down in the As and AMov.\419. 

4 | 1121 ©3092 
2 he ſame «Aloninus writing to Edelred Kingof New- 
thumberland maketh report of a ſtrang: figit,' that it 
rained blood in the City of York, which fome xbjnk 
| berokened the coming in of the Danes into this land , 
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which they did abour' ſeven years after , though 
Brightfiew King' of 'the' weſt-Saxons did withſtand 
thetn, {ending his chief Steward of his houſehold with 
_ a {mall company, who after was ſlain, yer by them and 

help of other the Saxons, the Danes were fain to void 
the laid in the year 790, | | 
i. Fo this Brightricus King Offs offered his Daughter 
in Mitttage named Edelburga, and ihe was married to 
him, "snd by her hewas:poyſoned, as alſo ſome of his 
Nobles ;- and after he Hed into France to Charles the 
Great ; and being cffered to him and his Son, ſhe 
had newer of chem,” but was thruſt into a Monaſtery, 
whefe ſhe (playing the”Harlot with a Monk, was ex- 


pilſed thence, artd- ended: her life in penury and mi- 


fery,” being a juſt reward for her wickedneſs, Anno 
Dow. 782-0) 00600 x TTL | 
:As* Edelbuyrga played tricks there, fo did Irene the 
Greek Empreſs'at Conſtantinople; who cauſed (onfFan- 
titer bones to be taken up and burnt, andthe aſhes to 
be'eaſt into the Sea, having the aſſiſtance of Pope 
Adrian; and the reigning with Conſtantine the ſixth 
her $0n,' becauſe he'was againſt ſetting up of Images, 
- ſhe cauſed /him to belaid in Priſon and: bis eyes tobe 
ut out ſo cruelly,” that in ſhort time he died. Ando 
by«this wicked Empreſs, lmages were ſet up again, 


* 


4nd the Council of Vere decreeing for [mages was re- | 


ſtoxed.'- Burt after by Friends betng' reſtored to his 


dignity, there was called -a Council at Frankford by 


_ Charlesthe Great, and ſhe was depoſed by N icephorus 
who reigned and expulled her the Empire, who not 
nnlike Edelbarga was condignely puniſhed, ending 
her: life inmiſery; IST + BY 
- After theſe things died Offa, after whom did ſuc- 


. cced Egfer zand then AKenniphns ; after him Hts Son - 
A Kennleh, 
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Kemelph, who was impoyſoned by Quirends his Siſter, 
after whom raigned ( colulphis who was depoſed and 
expulſed by Bernwiphus, and he again was expulſt by 


Egbert King of the Weſt-Saxons,, and was after ſlain by 


the Eaſt-Angles. And fo the Kingdom of- Mercia 
came into the hands of the FWeſt-Saxons. 

And hitherto you may fee the turbulent and cons 
fuſed Reign of the ſeven Kingdoms of the Saxons, 
who after the expulſion of the Brittazns reigned inſun- 
dry parts of this Kingdom together unto this time of 
Egbert, by whom i: pleaſed God to unite all theſe ſcat- 
tered Kingdoms into one uniform model.of Monar=« 
chical Government and Dominion, And as it begins 
a new form of Government, ſo we will begin the 
third Book with the ſeveral Reigns and names of the 
Saxons unto William the Conquerour, only giving no- 
tice of ſome things that eſpecially touch the building 
of ſuch Monaſteries, with the names of the Kings and 
Queens that were made Monks and Abbeſles, with-the 
Nunneries built by their ſeveral Kings. + 215Nie 

Asfirſt of Paxls Church in London,buile by Erbelbert 


| King of Kent, and Sigebere King of Eſſex, in the year 


604, and ſo of all the reſt you may ſee in the Afts and 
Monuments, pag. 120. All which though they were 
built by ſuch as had received the Chriſtian Faith within 
the ſpace of twe hundred years, which they ſeemed to 
do out of a zeal and devotion to God ; yet 1 could 
wiſh they had ſeen the abſurdity and enormities that 
were brought into the Church of God, beſide the burt 
and dammage to their own Souls. | 

And ſecondly I could with, that to their zeal had... 
been jozned a true and ſaving knowledge of Chriſt and 
the Goſpel, eſpecially in that point of Free jultifica» 
tion by Chriſt, forlack of which, IN the builders 


. 
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and Founders of ſuch places, and the Profciſors of 
the Monaſtical life, did run the wrong way and were 
deceived. For though I donot condemn the zeal and 
mind whereby they thought they did well in their do- 
ing ; yet the end and cauſe of theſe buildings I cannot 
but reprehend,being contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
for that they did theſe things out of a conceit to meric 
for their Souls, and for the remiſſion of their fins, 
and ſavingtheir Souls, as may appear by their own Re- 


cords and Charts, and eſpecially 5y that of Etbelbald, 


which Ethelbald was the builder of Peterburronugh 
Minſter, as appears in a La/ine Charter granted by the 
King, which ſhews the ignorance and blindneſs of 
thoſs times, that thought Salvation and remifſionro be 
obtained by ſuch works. And not only the Kings 
. were deyoted to ſuch Idolatry, but the Queens and 
Qiieens Daughters, which out of ſuperſtitious ac- 
count, lefr their Eſtates and were made Nuns; as 
Helda, Erchengoda, Erminaa, Kinreda, Kinfreda. , 
Siſters; Edelburga, Ethelreda, Milburga, Kineburga, 
Sexbarga, Elfrida, Milguda, Elflida, £59 ldareda; Al- 
fritta, Eaitha, &c. all which the Church of ' Kome 
hath Canonized for Saints, only becauſe they pro- 
fefled the vow of Virginity or chaſtity ( which cyaſti- 
ty how they kept it, I will not ſay, and lefs reaſon 
I have to ſwear for them.) For this is certain however, 
it is not the Pope can make Saints, :but only the blood 
of Chriſt, and a true Faith in him, 

As we have declared the deyotion of theſe Noble 
Women, ſo we ſhould alſo intreat of ſuch Noble men 


among the Sexo Kings, who out of like devotion 


gave themſelves from the world ( as they thought 3 
unto the contemplative life of Monkiſh Profeſſion, 
The Names of »yhom in the Catalogue of the Sax- 
5 cormera (og | _ 
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on Kings before are deſcribed to the number of 
nine, | £2 


tA Table of ſach Saxon Kings as were after 
CH onks. | | 


Firſt, Xiningelſus King of the Weſt. Saxons. 

Second, Ju4 King of the Weſt- Saxons, 

Third, Ceolalphas King of Nertbuwberland, 

Fourth, Edbarins King of Northamberland. 

Fifth, Ethelbardus King of « Mercia, 

Sixth, Kenredss King of Mercia. 

Seventh, Offa King of the Eaſt-Saxo0ns. 

Erghth, Seþbs King of the Eaſt=Savons, 

Niath, Segrberrus King of the £aſt- Angles... 

'By theſe Hiſtories it is apparent what mutations 

and perturbations have beenia this Kealm of Brattazne 


as firſt from the Brittsſh Kings ta-the Koneans, then to. 


the Brietz/h again, then to the Saxenz,and to them ſeven. 
raigning all together, and thenco one at the laſt, 

ut this alteration hapned not only to the Civil Go 
vernment, but alſo in the Eccleſiaſtical. For as in'the 
Brittains tirge, the Metropolitan See was at \Zowdon ; 
fo in the Saxons time, after the coming in of Aſtin, 
it was removed to (anterbury. : The Catalogue and 
order of which Metrapolitans, from thetimeof {Auſtin 
to Egbertas, is thus, as in the Hiſtory of Jelwibnry 
is deſcribed. | ry. 


I. Auguſtin Sixteen. 
II. Lawrentins Five. 
III. aclirns Five. 
IV. 7*fws Three. 


7 tt 0, "IE ONS. 4 £ wig a 5” jon OILS. ge" . EY ” "-Y 3 AC $ £ o Fs > ; Lp 

*e "LY -" ft "+ : beds 635 FAST 8 ig F 7 BY n % 34 N IV TR TI CIOS IT IIP : : hr ah TH MY ro) C Mo. -— TIO"IEI OE, ' y. * % A ” p " f % Loh "OO q x 4 "os 

« g Wn , 4 v - 4 7 » *; *} <2» Mes EY. . > 46, < 5 * WE” Dr EY RY os * c#+ nn 
e "I ha 7 / e KP ID 0's 
my q - 
* - - ri - 
X E 4 2b Dag "_ v X _— PIN 44 __ = —_ _ 

99% RI oe”: Fs BEn.. I OY TOI WP" OE ALE R n 


kh 


\(124 ) 
V. Honorie twenty fives oo 2 
VI. Deas-ded:t Ninereen. 
.. WIL Theodorus Tyenty Wo. . 


"NY all VI Arch-Biſhops of c anterbury "I 
Anſtins time were Zalians or F oreigners. 


VIII. Berttualdus Engliſh, thirty leven. 
In his time the: Monaſtery of St. Martin was 
builded in Dorobernia by Wilfred and his Bro- 
ther Kings of Rent. 

IX. Tactinus Three. 

X. Nothelinws Five. | 

X.. . Cuber tus. Seventeen, . _ This Cabertus 
after his dearth forbad all Funeral exEquics.or 
lamentations for him. | 
'* Xl, Bregainus' Three.” 
 *XUIE. Lambreightus or Ladivtir In his 
time King 0fe tranſlated the Metropolitan See 
from Canterbury ro Lichfieldby the grant of Pope 
cAlriay. 

-XIV. Ethelardus Thittecn... This | Erbe- 
lardus by Pope Leo obrained phe oy ares 


f . 


PP 4to Lichfield. 
XV. Ulfredus rwenty "a 
XVI. Heolegeldys I hree, .. 
XVII. celothus. wy 
During the.courle of theſe ſeventeen Arch-Biſh ops 
of ary there paſſed in their times thirty four 
bh of whonp before is partly deelared, "ON 
' f Md C . n 
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And thus much you have heard of the ſeyen King- 
doms of the Saxons reigning all together in England 
from the Reign'ot, Hengit ro Eghere, being "He firſt 
Kingand Monargh ofthe whole Land after;the expyl- 
ſion of "the Brettarmns,” Which Egh#e broght the 
ſeven all to one intire and monarchical Government. 
\Now:.-it remains to 'treat of [the ſeveral paſlages"in 

Church and State from King Egbert to william the Con- 
queror, comprehending the main ſtate of things in 
that time which-was about three hundred years, as 
the/ Hiſtory, following ,doth ſhew, Whereint is ſet 
forth the declining'Eſtate of Religion and the Church 
unto the coming of Anti-chriſt, For though the 
Church of God enjoyed great quiet-by the coming of 
Conſtantine, yet it was not ſo ſafe but that ſecret Per- 
ſecution was in many places by the Deputies of the 
, Provinces, though the- ſtate of Religion ſtaod ate, 
Sathan 'being bound up athouſand years according to 
the Viſion of St, Jobrin the Revelation, as inthe order 


! 


of the Hiſtory is to be ſeen, _ 
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F The Third Book, Containing the 
| next three hundred years, from 


the Reign of King, E,gbertus, | 
wnto the time of WV. 11am the 
Conqueronr. © oP 


Nly let us note, that before the Reign 
of Edward the Conteſfor, the Danes 
obrained rhe - Crown under their 
Caprains. | 
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Canutus, who reigned nineteen years. 
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Haraldus Harefoot Son of Canurus four. 1 
Hardeknutus Son of Canutus two. k 
Edward the Confeſſor an Exzliſh man Son of 


C- Erheldred four and twenty. 
2 4 Haraldus Son of Earl Goodnin an Ulurper 
ONE. 


King Eebertus. 


 _ In the Reign of Brightricus aforementioned, about 
the year of our Lord 795, there was a Noble man 
h | - called 
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called Egbert, of ſome Erheibert, of others Ethelbright, 
being of the Kingly blood, 'and-near to the Crowng 
he was by conſpiracy of Brightricus Baniſht the Realm 
and purſued into Fraxce, where he incured- till the 
death of Brightricus ; which he bearing of forthwith 
ſped inio Enpland to his Country of the Weſt. Saxon, 
where he behaved himſelf ſo well, that he obtained 
the Government of the Kingdom. Bernalphics and 
others at his coming had this Epbert in ſuch deriſfion, 
that they made Songs of him hiſſing and rhiming. 
But Egbert took all and ſuſtained ir for a time : But 
when the was eſtabliſhed in his Kingdom, . and had 
proved the minds of his Subjets ( God moving with- 


all) gave Bernulphu King of e Mercia Bartel at a 


place called Glinden in the Province of Hampton ; 
and though there was ſix to one againſt Fgberr, yer 
through the Lord giving Vicory the day fell ro Egbert, 
and ſo he ſeized the Lord-(hip into his own hands, 
From thence he went to Kezt, making War with the 
Kentiſh Saxons, and got the Victory, He alſo ſubdu- 
ed I or1hn:mberland, cauſing them all to become Tri- 
buraries to him. He alſo took the City of {beffer 
from the Welch-men, which they had kept to that day. 
And after all, calling a Council of his Lords together 
at Wincheſter, he was Crowned King and chief Lord 


of the Land, which before was called Brertarn 5; Bur 3 4 
he by his Edits and Commands named it «Anglia, and -* 


called the Saxons,. Angles. | 
In the year of our Lord 833, and about the thirti- 


 eth-year of the Reign of Egbere, the Heathenith Danes 


entred the Land, and made horrible wafſt and deftru- 

Qion in NN orrbumberland, and abfo in Linfarne,' mhur- 

dering Man, Woman, and Child:; and'in Kime emred 

the He of Shippey, whereas King £2her: ufſembled his 
9 ©. 
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People, and met them at Cerrawmber, but had not fo 
gond ſucceſs as before, the King with his Knights be- 
Ing forced to leave the Field. Notwithſtanding the 
next time aſſembliog a great Hoſt of men, he oyer- 
threw a great number of the Danes, and drave them 
.out-of the Land again the next year 834: But the 
Danes preſuming of their former Bartel wherein they 
had Victory, entred the Land Weſt-ward, where 
joyning with the Britains aſſailed the Land of Egbert, 
ſo that after this day they were in one place or other 
of the Land, till the time of Hardecanutus laſt King of 
the Danes blood ; and they alſo Married into the Er- 
ghſþ ſtock, by which, many of the £nghifſh men and 
Women are deſcended. And though they were bea- 
ten up and down, yet they gathered new ſtrength and 
power,ſo that they abode ſtill in one corner or other. 
So that this Land was plagued by five ſeveral Nations ; 
Firſt by the Romans; Secondly by the Scors and P27s; 
Thirdly by the Saxons; Fourthly by the Danes ; And 
laſtly by the Normans: which I pray God may be the 
laſt. In all which the Perſecution of this Land contj- 
nued by theſe ſeveral Nations. But King Epgberr or 
Ethelbert, after he had reigned the ſpace of ſeven and 
thirty years, died andleft the Kingdom to Ethelwulphas 
his Son, who was Biſhop of Wincheſter, and after 
through neceſſity was made a King, 


King Ethelwulphbas. 


| Ethelwulphbus the Son of Egbert, in his youth was 
brought up and became a Sub. Deacon, after Biſhop 
of wincheſier: But after was made King through che 
diſpenſation of Pope Paſcha/zs, But that could not 


be, as Fabian regorteth, . for Paſchalis was not Rope 
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of Rome at that time. But upon a true account of 
time, it was rather in the time of Gregory the Fourth, 
"However he being nuzled up in Monkery and devout 
in that order, gave much to Holy Church, a his 
Chart in Latine is ſet our at large, giving great Lands 
and Revenues with many liberties and freedoms to the 
Clergy, and freed them from temporal Service, as 
you may ſee pag. 122. So that it appears when the 
Church of Eng/and began to be endowed with Tempo- 
ralties. But one thing is to be lamented, t! at ſuch 
things were given to the Church upon conceit of me- 
rit, and for the remiſſion of ſin, which was quite con- 
trary to the Faith and DoQrineof Chriſt. Moreover 
he continueJ the Peter pence as King J«a did,. and 
vave three hundred Marks yearly to Rome: one to 
the maintaining lights in St. Peters Church, and the 
[ reſtto the uſe of the Pope. And returning home by 
France, Married FJxaith Daughter of Carolus Calvus 
the French King, and, which was contrary tothe Law 
of the reſt-Saxons, gave her the title of Queen, ( for 
it was decreed upon the Murder of Brzghtricxs by E- 
thelbarga his Wife, that no Kings Wife ſhould have 
the name of Queen,) The Father of this Carolns 
Calvus was Lidovicus Pins, who Fad two Wives; by 
the firſt he had three Children, which were Sons, 
whole names were Lothary, Pipin, Lewis; whichthree 
Sons with the Counſel of th: Nobles depoſed their 
Father and-incloſed him in the Monaſtery of St. Mark 
in the habit of a Monk, putting him as it were in a 
Priſon, and divided the Empire among themſelyes, 
But after a while God by bis merciful providence did 
recover the Father to his [Imperial dignity, to bis own 
honour; / and the.confuſton of bis Enemies. _ By his 
Second Wife he had this. Charles the bald, whom 
| OO ha 
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had by this Judith. He was thought to be near alli- 
ance to her, ſo that (he might not continue his Wife 
without the Popes diſpenſation, as it after happened. 
For the King, or Emperour rather, kaving promoted a 
young man named Frederick to be Biſhop of U#trecir, 
the Emperour gave him good Counſel, and exhorted 
bim to promote the good, and to puniſh the evil. 
As they fat at Dinner together,  quoth the Biſhop, [I 
thank your Majefty for your good Counſel : Bur, faid 
the Biſhop, Ipray you of your favour give me leave to 
diſcloſe that to you which hath lain loog in my breaſt. 
And leave being granted, they having a Fiſh before 
them at Dinner, Pray you, ſaid the Biſhop to the 
King, whether (hall we begin at the head or tail of the 
Fiſh ? pointing to the Fiſh ; why, ſaid the king, we 
, ſhould begin at the hel. So letit be,good Lord Em- 
perour, faid the Biſhop, with your Majeſty: Let 
Faith and Chriſtianity beginat your ſelf, you being the 
Head, that your Subje&s may take example, or let 
them (hew you your error, Wherefore, O Emper- 
our, forſake your unlawful Wedlock which you have 
made with adith your near Kinſwoman, Which 
words moved the King; Bur at preſent all was flenr. 
But the words uttered in ſuch an Auditory could not 
be concealed, eſpecially amor the Biſhops themſelves ; 
at laſt the Emperour was forcedigo leave his Wife till .- 
he had alicence from the Pope of Rome, The King ' 
hotwithſtanding forgave the Biſhop his bojdneſs ; 
which was paſt: But the Woman hired wo Knights 
a while after to kill tne Biſhop, which they did. As 
ſoon as he had ended his Maſs, waiting their time as 
he came from-ir, they flew him in” his Veſtments, 
Some think the Biſhop died a Martyr : But Lratber 
think him to be commended in dying, than the Wo- 
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man that hiced him to be flain. It was then in uſe for 
Prieſts and Biſhops to wear Goldin their Apparel, and 
Veſtments with Golden Girdles ; but the King ſend. 
ing to the Pope, King Lewis corrected thoſe miſdemea- 
nors and cauſed them to wear Girdles of ſad or brown 
colours. Some report many Miracles of King Lew#; 
but'we let them paſs and r. turn to Exgland, whithet 
Ethelwolphus returned from France, in which he cone 
tinued not long. | £0 | 
| The King had about him many Councellours, but 
of all two of them were moſt in favour with bim, 
Swithinus Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Adeitanus Bis *' 
ſhop of sbirborne. The firſt of them being more ad- 
diced to ſpiricual affairs than temporal, . who was alſo 
School-maſter to the King, whom che King did fo re- 
verence that he made him Biſhop of »ixgheſter, which 
he was conſecrated to by (elnoch Arch Biſhop of Can- 
—_— , : 
| This Pope Gregory the Fourth was ſpoken of before, 
and was the ſecond Pope, which ſucceeded after Paſ- 
chalis, being but four years betwixt them, and after 
followed Leo the Third, and next «Marian the Firſt, 
and ſo to Adrian the Third, till which time it is ap- 
parent that the Enipergyrs had ſome power and ſtroke 
in the EleQion of Popes, at leaſt-wiſe in the Confir- 
mation of them i_ Papal Seat. ' Notwithſtanding 
many of them did attempt to bring their purpoſes 
about otherwiſe, butall could do no good till Adrian 
the Third, as ſhallbe ſhewed, Yet howeyer the Emi- 
perour did call general Councils and cle& Popes; ſo 
chat Z-udovicus or Lewis calfed a general Council at 
Aquiſgrane,, wherein theſe things were agreed by 
Pope Gregory and his Aſſiſtants ; viz. That every Charch” 
ſhould have ſufficient to find bis own Prieſt ; likewiſe 
E Eo. Gar - 
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Garments of Scarlet or Gold was forbidden, and that Pre- 
lates ſhould not keep great Ports or Families , or great 
Horſes,” nor wear Golden Shooes, by wiich you may 
ſee what Pride and Pomp. the Clergy was come to. 
In the time of this Gregory it was concluded; that 
the Feaſt of 4/-+ aints was brought into the Charch.. 

After this Pope came in Pope Sergizs and be brought 
in the alrcring of the Names of the Popes, becauſe 
he being called Os Porce, that is, Smenes-Snout, ' com- 
ing to be Pope he called bimſelf Sergizz4. He alſo 
brought'in the Agnes Dei, commanding it to be ſung 
three times at the Maſs. , 

After him came Leo the Fourth, to whom Ethelwolph 
committed the tuition: of his Son Alxred ; And he 
brought it to paſs that no Clergy-men ſhould be con- 
demned under ſeventy two Witneſſes, which was pra- 
Riſed ſince by Stephen Gardiner. And contrary to 
Gregory the Fourth, he ſet up and ordained the. Croſs 
to be beſet with Gold and precious Stones , and to be 
carried before him, _ | 

And in the next place came the Whore of Babylon 
in her right Colourt, not only in a ſpiritual ſenſe but 
litcrals For after Leo the Four 'h, the Cardinals pro- 
ceeding to election of a Pope as their uſe was, inſtead 
ofa Man Pope they cle@ted a Woman Pope to all their 
ſhame, (which vas a Whore indeed) and yet ſhe 
ordained Prieſts, adminiſtred *acraments, conſecrated 
Churches and Altars,. ( and what not?) beſides took 
upon hero rule Emperoursand Kings, and was called 
by the nameof 7oze the Eight, but her proper name 
waSiGeuberta a Darch Wothan of Magunce, who wept 
with an Eogl.ſh Monk out of the Abbey of Falda 
unto Arbers, -and through wit and learning became 
famous, ſotha; at laſt he was promoted to the _ | 
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dom, where ſhe fate tre py of two years and fix 
months, andat laſt in the face of a general proceſſion 
fell in travail, and ſo died. By reaſon whereof the: 
Cardinals come not into that Street where this ſhame 
vas committed and done. | 5 

Benediftu the Third was the next that proceeded 
in this Whoriſh Seat, and he; ordained a Dirge to be 
ſaid for the dead,albeit all Gregory had done to the con- 
trarye | 
After him ſat A «cholas the Firſt, who did ſo extol 
the decrees and traditions of the Fomane Church, that 
he made them equal with the Scriptures and writings 
of the Apoſtles; and ordained, That no Emperours 
ſhould haye any Vote in the Councils touching mat- 
ters of Faith, that ſo they might condemn or murder 
ſuch as they accounted Hereticks. Secondly, That 
no ſecular Prince or Magiſtrate ſhould fit in Judgment, 
or have any power over any.Prelate, every Prelate be- 
ing called God. He alſo declared, That the Latine 
Service (hould be ſet up; only diſpenſt with the Fc/avs- 
2ians and Polonians,By this Pope was forbiddenMarriage 
to thePriclts Whereas Haulderick Biſhop of Ausburg 
writ a Letter to him to the contrary, and by ſubſtan- 
tial Reaſons and \rguments proved, that Prieſts might 
not be forbidden Marriage, as appears and is ſet down 
at large in the Afts and e Monuments, pag. 1423, 143. 
Whereby ir appears what was the opinion of learned 
men abour Prieſts Marriage in that time. WE Eon: 

- But the Reader may obſerve by the way, that by 
H uldericks Epiltle it appears Prieſts Marriage was not 
queſtianed till the time of Nrczolas the Firſt or Se- 
cond. After Nicholas was Adrian the Second, Zohn 
the Ninth, « Martin the Second, Adrian the Third, 
Stephen the Fifth, And by Adrian it was decreed, Þ 
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That no Emperour ſhould have any power or meddle 
inthe eleQion of tie Pope. And then the Imperial 
Government began to decay, and the Papacy to ſwell 
aloft. 'And ſo much thought good to mention about 
Romiſh matters. | | Shs - 

Now to return to K. Ethelwoiph. About this time the 
Danes came in again" anid did great barm andſpoil in 
Hamſhire, grea: bloodſhed and tyranny they uſed in 
Dorſetſhire, Portſmorth, and other places. Bur ths 
King and £&thelbaldys his Son made War againſt them, 
anddraye them to Sea again; but after this they brake 
in _ And an ancient Author ou the cauſe of 
theſe affliQjons of the Land, who aſcribes theſe rrou- 
bles rothe ſins of the Land : Men generally given to 
pride and cruelty one to atiother, the very Dakes and 
Barons, andall forts of people forſook the Lord, and 


' left offto follow him in tne way of true Religion; ſo 


that the\Land was never quiet till Yam the Conque- 
ror came in with his Normans, and ſubdued all under 
him, Burt other two cauſes I find of theſe miſeries on 
the Land; the one unjuſtly given, and the other juſtly 
taken. The one given by Osbright reigning under the 
Saxons inthe North parts, who on a time riding in a 
journey turned into a houſe of one of his Nobles, cal- 
led Brewer; he being notat home, his Wite gave bim 
entertainment, ſhe being a Woman of great Beauty. 
After Dinner *Osbright allured her to a ſecret Cham- 
ber, and there did forcibly raviſh her , ' who being 
oreatly diſmayed thereat, complained to her Husband 
at his coming home of che great violence and injuty 
was coffeted her. Brewer thereupon goes to the King, 
reſigning ſuch lands 'and poſſeſſions as he held of 
him, and fo wen: into Denmark where his bringing 
up had been, 'and where many great men were that 
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wetc his Friends, and made his moan to (ordanm the 
King, deſiring revenge of this great injury againſt him 
and his Wife; who _—_ thereof was glad of ſuch 
an opportunity and occafion of reyenge, and forth- 
with raiſed a great Army, and ſpeedily preparing ſuch 
neceſſaries as an Army required,ſent 1q#4 and Habbs, 
two great Captains, who arriving in Holderneſs burne 
the Countrey and killed all without mercy, marching 
towards 7rk, and gave Battel to Osbrighr, where he 
and the moſt part of his Army was ſlain, and the Dares 
entred York taking poſſeſſion of the City. But in the 
end the King Ethelwslpb , after he had chaſed the Dares 
from placeto place, left land and life, leaving behind 
bim | men Sons who reigned all in order, Erhelbaldin, 
Ethelbritus, Ethelredus, <Aluredus. * 


King Etbelbald. 


This King ſucceeding his Father Erhelwolph in the 
Province of the Weſt.Saxons, Ethelbert reigned in 
Kent for the ſpace of five years together, one with the 
other. Bur Zthelbaidin the year 857 left his infamy in 
Stories, marrying with his Step-mother named 7x#- 
dith, After thele two ſucceeded Ethelred che third 
Son, who vvas much incumbred with the Danes in Yorke 
ſhire, where they butnt and ſpoiled the City of Tork, - 
having in one year fought nine Battels apainſt them 
with the help of his Brother Alured. The Danrs niot- 
withſtanding entred the Eaſt- Angles in Norfolkand Suf- 
folk, doing great ſpoil in the year 867. T he Nor- 
thumberlandtrs rebelled againſt the King, ſo tbat the 
Land was much weakned, and the Danes ſtrengthened. 

In the year 870, the Darts with full Sails rook their * 
coutſe and failed into the £aſt- Angles into Norfolk. . 
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and Suffolk ; and came as far as Thetford: But Edmund 
King of that Coaſt aſſembled a mighty Hoſt and gave 
them Battel ; but he was forced :o leav. the Field and 
betake himſelf to Framingam. Caſtle, whither the 
Danes purſued him, and he was there by 1nqua and 
Hubba demanded his treaſure, and wilht to deliver 
bimſelf and his to them that were come with an un- 
conquered Army, or otherwiſe he ſhould be unwor- 
thy of Life or Reign: But Edmmnd hearing the proud 
Pagans demands, conſulted with his Friends what 
was beſt to be done ; at lalt Edmmnnd ſent them word, 
that Edmund a Chriſtian King would not ſubmithimſelf 
to a Pagan Duke , unleſs he would turn Chriſtian, 
Bur after the Danes approaching and the King pittying 
the ſlaughterof his people, fled to St. Edmunadsbur y, 
and being environed with Enemies on every fide 
grieving to ſee the \'aughter of his People, ſubmitted 
himſelf to them ; and for that he would not deny 
Chriſt and his Laws, they bound him to a Tree and 
cauſed himto be ſhot to death, and ſmote off his head 
and flung his body in the buſhes; but it was taken 
up after by ſome of his Friends and buried. Burt his 
Brother Edwoldus, the next Heir, ſetting afide the 


 Pomp and pleaſure of the world, became a Hermit in 


the Abbey of Ceramin Dorcetſhire. 
After the death or Martyrdom of £dmnnd, the Danes 
roceeded and took the Town of Reading : But within 


| three days, as ſome report, the two great Captains 


bo 


iInqua and Hubbaſceking abroad for preys and booties 
were flain by tie Saxons, ſo that they were forced to 
keep cloſe together with their Forces, But being met 
with by Ethelred and Algured his Brother, they were 
diſcomfited and driven to their Caſtle again. But after 
the King commiiting the charge to. Erbelrold, and he 
WEEETD CY RO goed gr” 

C £ 
C 


_ "wn. Tag - — —- OO 
.* 


Kon þ Os —» 


(137) 


being departed, the Danes burſt in again upon Duke 
Ethelwold, being unprovided for them, and ſlew him and 
his People. | 

Then came Ofrick King of Denmark, and landed at 
a place called «A/-don, againſt whom Ethelred and 
«Alwred entred fight, the King ſtaying behind them 
at his Service and Ptayers, The King being deſired 
to make ſpeed tothe Battel, would nor ſtir, but mind- 
ed his Devotion till all was ended. In the mean time 
the Danes 1o fiercely aſſailed eAlgwred and his men, 
that they won a Hill, the Chriſtian men being in the 
Valley in danger of loſing che Field , nevertheleſs 
through God and the man-hood of the © hriſtians, 
the King coming in with freſh ſupply of men recover= 
ed the Hilt trom the Infidels; fo that they loſt not 
only that days Victory, but the next day they loſt 
moſt of their lives, inſomuch. as King Of-ich and fave 
of his Dukes with many of their People were ſlain 
and chaſed as far as Keading Town; Burt within fifteen 
days they reaſſembled their Army, came and met the 
King at Baſmg-ſlock; But the Danes had the better at 
that rime. But the King gathering freſh Souldiers, 
met :he Danes in two months ſpace at a place called 
«Merton where he gave them Battel, where much 
People was {lain on both fides both Chriſtians and 
Danes, at length the Danes had the better, the King 
being wounded, ſayed himſelf by flight. And ſuch 
ſorrow and ſpoil by the Dares followed, that, as the 
ſtory faith, many did deſire rather honeſtly to dye; 
than to live as they did, and the King himſelf not long 
after deceaſed, after he had reigned eight years, ſome 
ſay but five. In whoſe time though there was great 
troubles and blood-ſhed, yet being Religiouſly in- 
clined, he built the Colledge or Houſe of Canons at 
| >, - ns 
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Exeter, and was buried atthe Abbey of rinburne or 
#oburne. Aﬀter whoſe death having no iſfſue of his 
body, the Land fell to Alwred his Brother, inthe year 
of our Lord 872. *' | | 


King Algred. 


Among all the Saxox Kings none to be compared 
to this Alared or eAlfred, who was eminent for the 
fiogular qualities in him, as alſo bis Valiant a&s in 
War, prudent in all Aﬀaires. Conſider him in his 
Godly and excellent vertues, he was very zealous, nor 
only a deſire in him of knowledge and good learning 
asto his own particular, but endeayouting to ſet it 
up in the whole Realm. E 

To begin with his a&s concetning the Realm: In 
the beginning of his Reign ſeeing his Nobles and Peo- 
ple much decayed by the former War in his Brothers 
Reign, he ſent our and gat ered his ſtrength as well 
as he could, and in the ſecond month of his Reign, 
met the Dares at a place called ##/ton, where he gaye 
them Battel; but being over-born by multitudes had 
the worſe, yer not without great ſlzgghter of the Pa- 

if Army : yetthe King was forced to make a compact 
with them to d: part the Weſt-S-x023, and having ſo 
gone, they went to London, making Peace with Ha- 
laden their King, and took Truce with the eMercians. 
Next year'ithey removed from Lo#don to Lindfie rob- 
bing and ſpoiling the Country, and joyning with three 
pf their other Kings, Sendril, Osketel, and Hamman, 
they grew to a mighty Hoſt and Army, where di- 
viding themſelves, one part of them went to Nor-. 
thiemberland, the other Wintering about Grantbriage, 
in the fourth of the King. In the which year King 
| un oilogs warts Area 


UMI 


(139) 

Alfred his men had # cooflidt at Sea with fix of the 
Daniſh Ships, whereof one they took, theother fled 
away. - | | 

Ih this year alſo wtnt Rollo the Dane into Nor man- 
dy, where he was Duke thirty years, and after was 
Baptized in the Faich of Chriſt, and was tamed Robert, 
being the firſt Duke of Normanay. a, 0 
' In thenext year 879, the Dayes having rule inthe 
North of England, diſdaining that Aifred ſhould rule 
in the South part, with their three Kings marched 
South-watd to (hipenham in Weſt-Sex, and divers of 
the Nobles, ſome went beyond Sea, others ſubmitted 
and left the King ; ſo that the King was forced to flee 
into a Wood in Somerſer- ſhire with ſome of his No« 
bles, the King being entertained in a Swine-heards 
Houſe, and there cheriſhed, whom after the King did 
reward, ſetting him to Learning, and after made him 
Biſhop of wincheſter. Burt after this, as ſome ſtories 
report, the King pur himſelf upon a dangerous exploit: 
Apparelling bimfelf in, che habit of a Minſtrel, being 
skilful in Muſick, as-alſo ready in Saxon Songs and 
Poems, with his Inſtrument of Muſick he entred the 
Tents of the Dares lying then at Eddendun, and 
ſhewing his interludes and finging his Songs, ſtill 
eſpyed the floth and idlenefs of the Danes Army, and 
heard much of their Counſel: and when he had ſeen 
the manner and order of the Danes lying, came to his 
Nobles again, and ſhewed them what he had ſeen, 
and conſulting with his Nobles, a little after che King 


_ with his Army fell ſuddenly in the night among them, 


and {ew and diſtreſſed a multitude of them, and chaſ- 
ed them away from that Coaſt, inſomuch as he yoid- 
ed the Country of them. His Subjects ſecing them- 
ſclyes reſcued, reforred ro him, ſo that with their 
gr fo _» afliſtance 
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aſſiſtance he won »72»chefter and other good Towne 
from them, and forced them to Articjes of Peace ; 
whereof one was, that Gurtram their King ſhould be 
Chriſtened, and that as many as would nor urn Chci- 
ſtians, ſhould depart the Land, and yoid the Counrry. 
Which Gariram went to. wincheſter and as Chriſten- 
ed, King Alfred being God-father named him tel. 
ſtone,” who after gave the King the Countries of Ner- 
 forlk and Suffolk ; and many that would not be & hri- 
ſtians departed the Land. So that the King had all 
the Eaſt- Angles in his Obedience, After the King ſet 
- himſelf to build and repair Towns, as Shaftsberry, 
the Monaſtery of Ethbeling ; he Founded and endowed 
the rich Church of (#tberr in Dirham. The fifteenth 
year of the King, the Danes coming out of France, 
entred the Land again, and came as far as Rocheſter, 
built a Fort againſt it, but were beaten down again 
by the Citizens. King Alfred coming upon them 
made-them leave many of their Horſes behind them, 
and flee to Sea; and fo the King returned to London 
again after he had purſued them, and taken ſixteen of 
their Ships. Afrer Echelſton's death King of 2 orfolk 
who was Chriſtened, the Danes Rebelled and brake 
into the Land in four places, but by the King and his 
People were driven into North-wales,, robbing and 
ſpoiling till chey came to Cheſter, which the King won 
from them, and drave them to Sea again. Then the 
Danes taking a courſe by Sea, fled to, Lew in Suſſex, 
and came to Lerzs Port, and built a Fort uponthe Ri- 
ver twenty miles from London. But the Londoners 
manned out a Company of Spuldiers, and put the 
Danes from-their Tower or Fort, and beat it down to 
the ground.. So-that the Land was plagued with 
three Judgments all at once, War, Famine, and Pe. 
NE TOI EEE: = 2.” ones; 
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ſtiletice, In the cwentieth year of ' «Alfred, the 
Danes divided their Hoſt again; part into \ orchum- 
berland and I\ orfolk, other failed into France, others 
to eff Saxons, where they had divers conflicts by 
Sea and Land, divers of the Danes being taken,' ſome 
Impriſoned, arid fome Hanged, with thirty of their 
Styps taken inthe year Byg. | 

ten {fred bad reigned nine and twenty years 
and fix months, he changed this mortal life for an im- 
mortal, Many vertues were noted in this King, but 
one among t'.e reſt obſervable. Being a young man, 
and inclined to youthful luſts, he deſired of the Lord 
to ſend him ſome ſickneſs, or ſome way or other to 
uſe him ſo as the fire of luſt might be quenched in 
himſelf, riat ſo he might be more profitable to the 
Common-wealth, fitter for the Service of God, and 
mind the public. buſineſs unto which God had called 
him. Forhis Charity he divided his Goods after this 
manner: One part he gave for Civil uſes, the other 
for Eccleſiaſtical, another part for building Houſes 
for relief of ſtrangers. How well he ſpent his'time 
is recorded thus : - Eight hours he ſpent in ſleep and 
bodily reſt, other eight he ſpent in Study and Learn» 
ing, other eight in Prayer and Alms-.deeds, if he was 
' not hindred by War or other -publick buſineſs, He 
allo provided for the ſecurity of his Subjects in trayel- 
ling about their neceſſary occaſions, taking a courſe 
againſt Thieves and Robbers, and for direCQion in 
their way, ſet in every croſs way a-broach of Silyer 
or gilded, that none durſt take down... | | 

When Learnipg began to be raught publickly, he 
ſet up Schools, one at Cheſter, and an Univerſity at 
Granceter hard by Cambridge, atid other places, © He 
cauſed Books tq be Tranſlated out of Latrne into. R 
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» iſbs and fent for Learned men out of other Coun: 
eries; cauſed Devid's Plalms to be turned into &rgb(b. 


The Univerſity of Oxford was firſt Founded by him. 
Thus this vertuous wiſe Prince Governing the Realm - 
twenty nine years died , having two. Sons and three. 


Davghters, whom he ſct to their Books, zd1od 
the eldeſt ſucceeded him in the Kingdom ; Etbelword 
the ſecond died before his Father ; Ethelpora his ſe- 
cond Daughter was. made a Nun: the two other, 
one was married to the Earl of Flanders, the other in 
I >. _ | 
| But to leave our Story of the Kings and come to Re- 
m4 matters, and begin where we left ar Stephen the 


Fifth. Great controverſje aroſe about the ele&ion of 


Popes,ſo that in nine years there were nine Popes, Great 
Schiſms aroſe in the Church ; ſo that whether there 
were not crrours among the Popes I leave the Reader 
to judge, one ſetting up and pulling down ano- 
ther, f that Forweſus the Firſt was choſen Pope, and 
aftet fiye years government Bonefacins the Sixth, who 
continued but rwenty five days, then Stephen the Sixth 
who ſo hated Formoſus,that he alteredall hisDecrees,and 
after he yvas dead caufed his body to be taken up, and 
cut off tyvo of bis Fingers and caſt them into Tyber, 
burying his body in a Lay-mans Sepulcher. 
Next came Theederics the Second , vyho took part 
vvith Formoſus againſt Stephen, 3H | | 4: A 
Then Jobs the Tenth came, and fought againlt the 
Romans and confirmed Formoſus his Decrees, andheld 
a Synod at Ravenna of ſeventy four Biſhops, who 
burned Stephens Decrees and Ads, He lived not two 
ars. | . | Rey 
7 Then came Benediftzxs the Fourthy, who kept the 
Chair three years, after whom came Leo the _ 
| vvago 
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| who after forty days of his Papacy was by ſtrang hand 
carried to Priſon by Chriſtepher his houthold Chap- 
lain, whom he had nouriſhed up in his own houſe 
leng ; which thing was not done, faith Platine, with» 
out great bloodſhed. | Feat 
This (hriſlopher was Pope the ſpace of ſeven 
months, and was hoiſed from his Seat by Serpins, as 
C briſtopher had ſerved his Maſter. 

This Sergixs is reported to be-a proud cruel man and 
unlearned, who for ſuch cauſe had beent put back from 
the Papacy by Formoſus, and in revenge of that he 
cauſed Formoſus body to be taken upagain, and three 
more of his Fingers to be cut off and his body to be 
caſt into theSea, which was taken up by Fiſhermen 
and brought to che Temple of St. Peter. At the com» 
iog in of which the Image ſtanding by bowed ( if you 
will belieye a fabulous miracle, common among the 
Papiſts:) By this Sergius came in the cuſtom of but 
ning Candles, afid bearing them about on Cardlemas 
day ; as alſo the Purification of ary, as if by con» 
ception,of the Son of God 1a her body, it did recetve 
any corruption from him. 

Then came Anaſtafixs and fat two years And then 
followed Lando, Father of Fob the Twelfth, whoſe 
Harlot at Rome was one Theodora, who had a Daugh» 
ter named A4azoria, who bad by Sergins as.is thought 
a Son called Fohjthe Twelfth, The ſame Zazorie 
. was married to Gxido Marqueſs of Twſcia; the by 
means of her Friends at Kome, cauſed; Pope. John the 
| Eleventh to be ſmothered in; his Bed: with, a pillow 
- laidto his mouth, reigning thirteen years; and ſo Joke 
the Twelfth her Son reigned'in his ftead, But the 
people of Reme not agreeing to. his eleRion, may 


s = 
* . 
; I mY , "* 2. 4 ES 4 


Ds (144) 

the Sixth was ſet up in hisplace, who reigned only (e- 
yen months. | ; , 
. Then came Stephen the Ninth who was poyſoned, 
and Job? ſet up again, and after him came Stephen che 
Tenth, who raigned three years and eight months; 
Pope Martin eight years and fix months. And after 
him Pope Ageparrs the Second, reigning eight years 
and ſix months. About whoſe time came in and begun 
the Order of Monks, called Ordo (luniacenſis, But 
now to leave theſe monſtrous matters of Rome, and re- 
tlirn to England where we left, 


King Edward the Elder, 


After the Reign of King Alfred ſucceeded his Son 
Edward ſurnamed the Elder. Where you muſt note 
that before y5iam the Cr0queror there were three 
Eawaras; 1. Edwardthe Elder. 2, Edmard the Mat- 
tyr. 3 Edward the Confeſlor, of whom more in 
their places. ; 

This Edward began his Reign in the yeas of our 
Lord g01, and governed the Land right valiantly 
tweny four years. Though in Learning he was not 
to be compared to his Father, yer in Civil affairs pru-> 
dent, in warlike affairs excelled his Father, recover - 
ing the Kingdom of wales, asalſo Norfolke, Suffolk, all 
Merceland, Eſſex and Northumberland, In bis days 
his people wer: ſo expert in war, that upon the break- 
ing in of any Enemies they would not ſtay for the 
King; but would encounter them themſelves. Among 
the adverſaries of this King, Clito King Edwards uncles 
Son fled into the North, and raiſed an Army, joyning 
himſelf to the Danes in the year 904, deſtroying and 
ſpoiling all before them, taking the Town __ 
YN), 
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barn, ſpoiling as -far as abqut, K*rkland, paſſing over , 7 
Thames, and after returned to 2 orfolke, ſlew many - 
of King Edwards men tarrying; behind King. Edwards 
Hoſt. Soon after the Hoſts meeting between the two 
Ditches of Zdward: Land, after a long fight with: the 
Danes, { lito Ethelwold (forſo was his name) was ſlain, 
as alſo many of his Army, the reſt conſtrained to ſue 
tor peace. | A OID31D 
| But in proceſs of tinie in the year 913, the Danes 
breaking their promiſes and Articles aſſembled a great 
Hoſt of men and met the King in Staffordſhire at T oten= 
hill, and ſoon after at wodenfield, at which two places 
the King ſlew two Knights, rwo Dukes or Earls, be. 
ſides thouſands of the common ſort, which, came 
out of Northumberland, that were got thither to 
Battel, | EO 
After the rage of the Danes was aſlwaged , . the 
King ſet himſelt ro repair ruinous places, Towns and 
Caſtles,, where the Danes had been, as the Town of 
Cheſter, which was encompaſſed with Walls and a double 
Ditch, $e much enlarged it ; and at #Zereford he buile 
a ſtrong C aſtle, another at the mouth of the Avon, 
another at Buckingham, as alſo atthe River Onſe. He 
buile the Towns of Toceter and 1gmore ; he alſo 
made a Caltle hard by the Trent at the old Town of 
Nottingham, and buile a new Town on the South fide, 
and made a Bridg betwixt the two Towns, He alſo 
did repair the City of Mancheſter. | 
And in all this he had the advice of #/fleda bis Siſter, 
who was married to the Duke of 3ercia, gnd bein 
in travail of a Child and delivered, would never af 
ter be brought to uſe the company of. ber Husband, 
ſaying, 1t was not fit a Noble Woman ſhould aſe. ſach 
fieſhly liking or ations whereof ſo great ſorrow came. Yet 
penn 11G - __ though 
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© thoughthe was ſotenger, ſo yaliant in war was ſhe, 
' that fighting with the Dares ſhe expoſed her (elf to 
fuch danger, that four of her Knights were flain by 
her; and (he was after a great helper of her Brother 
in building and repairing Fowns and places, yvith ma- 
ny Caſtles, as Tamworth, Lic' field, Stafford, Warwick, 
Sbrewsbery, Lincoln; made a Bridg over Severn, called 
after, Brimsbery Bridg. wy 
"As touching the Laws of this King and his Father 
Alfred, 1 give the Reader to undetſtand that concer- 
ning the Eccleſiaſtical Laws it was not in the Popes 
" power alone to make Laws ; the King alſo had 
_ power of preſcribing and making Laws to the Clergy, 
and did order and intermeddle in ſpiritual matters, and 
it vyas not in the hand of the Pope only, as by theſe 
following Laws may appear, 


$5 9uis Fornicetuy cum Uxire aliena, &c, 
Ss quis in quadragefima ſanitum velum in pnblico vel 
 tefto, &c, 
- Ut Chriſtians Deum diligant & paganiſmo re@entient. 
- $5 quts(hriſtianttatem mutet, &C. 
St quan ordinatus ſacrts furetur, &c. 
S: Presbyter ad rettum terminum ſanitum Chriſma,&c. 
S; duo Fratres vel cognati cum una aliqus fornicen- 
tar, &Cc. 


By all which it appears, the diſpoſing, order and 
governing of the Church in thoſe days depended not 
on Monſieur Pope, but upon the Kings of England 
that then governed the Land in ſuch matters. | 

To this alſo xing Edward himlelf gives teſtimony, 

who with Pleimunars Arch. Biſhop of Canterbaryand 
ether Biſhops aſſembled in a Synod, aſſigned ſeven 
4 Biſhops 
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| Biſhops in ſeven Metropolitan Churches of the Land. 


The firſt Frideſton, th: ſecond Adeiſton, rhe third 
Werſtam, the fourth Adelhelm, the fifth Edulphme, the 
ſixth Berneges, the ſeventh Kenulphus ; in which Ele- 
Qion to theſe places the Kings authority was ſuffi. 


cient. _ | | 
This Edward reigning four and twenty years, had 


three Wives, whoſe names were Fgwin, Elfled and 


Ethelwid, By the firſt he had Arheiſton or Adleſton 
who ſucceeded in the Kingdom. His Daughters 
were Marri-d to Dukes and Great men, by whom 
they had many Children, His own Daughters 
' he ſet to Spinning , and his Sons to the Study © 
Learning; *t quaſi Philoſophi ad gubernandum rem- 
nblicam, non jam rudes procederent, &c. thinking by 
Philoſophy and Learning they were moſt fit to Goyern 


the Common- wealth, 


King Athelſton, or Adleſton. . 


 Athelflon after the death of his Father began his 
Reign in England, and was Crowned at Kingſton, a 
Prince worthy of Love, and Famous in War, diſcreet 


in Goyerning the Realm, reducing it into the Obedt- 
ence of one Monarchy. | He expelled the Danes, ſub- 
dued the Scots, and quieted the welch. men, as alſo 


£0 
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Cornwal. The firſt Enemy he had was £{fredus, who- + 


with a faQtion of ſeditious perſons conſpiring in ##7- 
cheſter ſoon after the death of his Father, went about 
to put out his eyes: Burt eſcaping that danger by the 


help of God, he was delivered. _E/frid being accuſed, , 


went to Rowe to purge himſelf by his oath, who 
ſxearing ( or rather forſwearing himſelf) to be clear 
of the deed, ſuddenly fell down. upon his oath tak» 
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ing, being indeed guilty : But he was carried to the 
Exgliſh Houſe in Rome, and in three days after de- 
parted. Whereupon the Pope ſent to the King to 
know if he would have him to have Chriſtian Burial ; 
and through perſwaſion of Friends and Kins-folks ir 


. was condeſcended unto by the King that he ſhould be 
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Baried in Chriſtian Burial, Though there be no Au- 
thors report this, yet in the Kings old deed in write- 
ing found in the Monaſtery of almsbury it ſeems to 
be true, pag 133. 

In the ſecond year of the Reign of this King 972. 
the King Married Sithiricas King of the Danes own 
Siſter, whereby a Peace was made betwixt the Engliſh 
and Danes, whereof mention hath been made in the 
year. 972. After he died; after whoſe death King 
eAthelſton ſeized on that Province of Northumberland, 
putting our the Son of Sithiricus called Alanw, who 
with bis Brotter fled into Ireland, the other to (on- 
ſtantine King of the Scars. But when the King bad 
ſubdued Northumberland, he in ſhort time made 
Conſtamine ſubjc& to him. But Conſtantine ſybmit- 
red himſclf in ſo humble manner to the King, that the 
King rei!ored him to his former dignity ; Saying, It 
was more Honour to make a King than to be one. 
Bur after the King of Scors brake Covenant with Athel- 
ſton ; wherefore he afſembled his He ft, gathering his 
Knights together, and made to Scorland, bringing them 
Into SubjccEtion and returned ro Erg/and again with 
Victory. And ſome fabulous ſtorics are reported of 
the King which we omit. But Alarm before ſpoken 
of flying into Scotland, Married (onſtantines Daugh- 


ter, by whoſe ſtirring a Company of Scots and Danes 


entred the mouth of Humber with fix hundred and fif- 


teen Ships, whereof Athelfton and bis Brother Edmund | 


C 


haying 
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having notice prepared their Army, joyning Battel af 
a place called Brammine or Breinford; where fight- 
ing from Morning tili Evening, after a terrible Battel 
and great ſ}ughter on both ſides, as ever was ſeen in 
England, the Viftory fell to King Athelſton, there be- 
ing flain five ſmall and under Kings with Conſtantine 
King of Scots, twelve Dukes, with moſt part of the 
ſtrangers they had gathered. And here you have 
another fabulous ſtory reported, that King Athelſtons 
Sword fell into the Scabbard of its owN accord at the 
Prayer of Odo Arch Biſhop of Canterbury.  Aﬀter 
which Battel the North Brittains and the Scots were 
quieted, andat Hereford were forced to pay the King 


yearly tribute of twenty pound weight of Gold,, and _ 


a three hundred weight of Silver, Befides many head 

of Catte], Hanks and Dogs a certain number. And ſo 

the King went into Cornwal and Exceter, and con- 
uered'the South Brzttarns, and fo returned. 

Put among all the valiant as of this King, one 
blemiſh and blot lyes upon him about the murder of 
his Brother Edwin. The occaſion was this: King E4- 
ward their Father as he was onatime in his Journey a 
Huntiog in his youth, coming by a Town or Grange 
where he was Nurſcd and brought up,. of courteſte 
went to ſce his Nurſe, where he efpied a Damſcl very 
beautiful called #gwina, who being a poor, mans 
Daughter, bad a Viſion that out of her Womb 
(hould- ſpring a great light, which ſhould after en- * 
lighten all Ezgland, ( which after came to paſs.) Bur 
upon the. Vifton:ſhe was taken and brought up dainti. 
ly by her Parents in hope of ſame good to enlye, as 
after it came.to paſs, For Edzard that night begar 
of her this* eAthe/ſtor, who being baſely bornand 
(caring bis Brother  Eavin that his Father had being _ } 
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(150) | 
dawſully Married, and alſo incenſt by his Butler, his 
Brother Edwiz being young, notwithſtanding his in- 
nocency and Purgation of himſelf, 4 thelſton cauſed 


bim to be {:t in a Boat only vvith one Squire in the 


broad Sea, vyhere the young Prince being young and 
tender, and fearing the Waves that did riſc, as alſo the 
vvind, vvas ſtruck vvith ſuch fear as he caſt himfelt 
over- board and vvas drovyned. Bur the Squire ſhift» 
ing for himſelf ſaved bimſelf and got the body of his 
Maſter and brought it to Sandnich and there buried it. 
For which the King was ſtruck with great repentance 


* * for the ſpace of ſeven years together, andat length 


was revenged of the accuſer of his Brother, which 
was the Cup. bearer to the King. It fo fell out, that 
at Dinner one day the Cup- bearer bearing a Cup of 
Wine to the Table, chanced to ſtumble, and had 
fallen had not one of his Legs helped the other, Upon 
which he merrily ſaid, See how one Brother can help 
another, Which the King hearing, ſaid little, but 
bare it inmind till after Dinner, and then ſent for him, 
and commanded him to Execution preſently ; a juſt 
reward for ſuch falſe accuſers and incenſers of Kings 
againſt Brethren. | | 

 - Butbeſjde the ſeven. years Penance the King made, 
he built two Monaſteries, one at e FMaidleton, and 
the other at « Michelmes. By the way you may ſee 
the cauſe of building ſuch places, which was for the re- 
miffion of ſins, and hope of merit, But how fuck 
things ſtand with che Goſpel, let the Reader-judge. 
This a&t of the King made. him more tender and care- 
ful of the reſt of tis Brothers and Siſters, ' which he 
beſtowed to great Matches. One he gaye to Sitbirs- 
es King of Northymberland, another to the King of 
Almain, another to the King of eAquitain named 
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Len4s,. And then began Ocho King of Almain to be 
Emperour of the Germanes, which Empire'he tran- 
ſlated from France, having been there kept a hundred 
and fifty years, to Germany, where it hath ſince con- 
tinued, A fourth of his. Siſters he married ro Hugo 
King of France, being a Virgin of ſingular Beaut, : 


and being ſent by Arbelſton into France, the King of - 


France ſent eAtheiſton many precious Jewels, alſo the 


Sword of Conſtantine with his Name engraven in Gold, 


ſweet Odors, and one of the Nailsthat pierced Chriſt, 
( if you will believe it) and other Reliques, | 
This King made many good Lawsand Conſtitutions 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil ; ſo that you may fee all 
was not in the'Popes power , but that the Kings of 
Enpland had power to make Laws without him, This 
King commanded his Subjects to pay tythes to holy 
Church, which he did himſelf of his own goods. He 
ordained Laws againſt Robbers, ſo that any above or 
twelve years old (hould not be ſpared. Other Laws 
he maJe to the number of thirty five. He reigned 
ſix:een years, and havingno iſſue, his Brother Zdmwnd 


ſucceeded him in the year of our Lord 940. 
King Edmund. 


This Edmund Son of Edward the Elder by his third 
Wife, being of the Age of twenty years entred- his 
Reign, who had by his Queen Elgina two Sons,” Ed- 
win, and Edgaras firnamed Pacificus, who reigned 
after him, He continued his Government ſix'years 
anda half, By him were the Scors and Danes expelled 
the Land, as alſo the Normans and other Foreign 
Enemies. The King giving himſelf ro build and repair 
Cities that came into his band, as Lincoln, Notting- 
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(152) 
| bam, Derby, Leicettr, .\ He built and repaired Ab- 
beys and Monaſteries, reſtoring Lands to the Church. 

At his time there was a diſperſion of the Monks of 
Eveſham, and Canons were ordained 1n their places 
through the doings of Hthelnus and vbricus Lay-men, 
and -Oſalphus Biſhop; ſo that betwixt Monks and 
Prieſts great difference was in hablt and carriage of 
things, as may 2ppear hereafter in»the life of Dun- 

AM, *: 

Io thetime ofthis king, Dunſtan was not yet Arch- 
Biſhop of (anterbury, but-Abbot of Glaſtenbary,' of 
_ many fabulous ſtories are reported. The Monks 
profeſſed chaſtity and pretended holineſs of life, as if 
lawful Matrimony , as Paphnutius well notes; was 
nat tolive chaſtly, ThePrieſts held Marriage' lawful, 
andiſo great difference aroſe among them. | 

 Concerning-the end and death of this King, Hiſto- 

ries differ. Some fay in affaying to fave his Sewer 
who was in dangerto be flain, at St, Pzlchers Church 
the King was wounded and died, 
- Others ſay, the King ſceing a Felon that was far- 
merly exiled, the King did pluck him out over a Table 
catching him by the hair of his head, and flung him to 
the ground, But the tclon having a Knife privily, 
drew it and wounded the King to death, as allo many 
of the-Kings Servants that were there , till ar laſt they 
hew'd him in pieces. 

- However, this King made many aiafad Laws Spiri- 
tual and Temporal.” For as yer the Pope had not ſuch 


power, ' but that the King diſpoſed of Benefices, gave 


Orders, made Prieſts, the Church rites and priviledges 

being in the Kings hands and not in the Popes. - 

- Inthe time of this King, v/anw wa? Arch-Biſhop 

6 _ and Ode Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury» _ 
i at 
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being a Dane born, yet was preferred to that See by 
Atheiſton being firſt Biſhop of Wilton, and preſeny in 
the Field with the King againſt Alanw, of whoni'ma- 
ny Fables are reported that we let paſs. | 
' However this is certain, and we find it in his wri- 
ting, he did exhort the Clergy, calling a Synod of the 
chief Prelates and Clergy in the Land, to whom he di- 
rected a Letter that his Clergy would have acare above 
all things to feed their Flocks, expreſſing his zeal ro , 
the Church of God, that the Lord might nor com- 
plain of them as idle Shepherds, and did ſtir-them up 
though he thought himſelf unworthy to give them 
Counſel, yet that they would follow the example of 
Auſtin and the other Saints, by whoſe care and in- 
duſtry Chriſtianity did flouriſh and ſpring up fromthat 
Metropolitan See to all parts of the Kingdom, and 
expreſſed what joy the King had and the Subjects 
ſhould have to ſee the godly converſation of ' the 
Clergy. | 
' This Odo ſat in the Metropolitan Seat of {anterbary 
twenty years. After whom was cleed and ordained 
by the King to ſucceed ( through money and fayour ) 
Elſinus, But in going to Kowe for the Pall, com- 
ing back about the Alps he died through cold. Where- 
_ ſucceeded Dwnſtan, as we ſhall declare more 
aiter, | 

This Eamwund gave great gifts and reyenues to the 
Church of St. Zdmundsbary, as alſo Laws pertaining 
to them, pag. 946. This Edmund being ſlain at 
Glaſtenbury, he was buried by Dunſtan, leaving Edwin 
and Edgar. But becauſe the Children were young and 
tender, EdredBrother to King Edmund was made Pro- 
tector, and governed abour the ſpace of nine years 
and a half, till £dvin came to age, carrying himſelf 
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(154) | 
with great fidelity and moderation to the Children. In 
his time Dunſt: was promoted to the Bitoprick 
rw Worſter aad London from being Abbat of Glaſten- 

wry. 

. This Zdred was much led by Danſtan,and ſubmitted 
himſelf to fond penance and caſtigation of Denſtan. Such 
was the blind devotion of thoſe times, and more the 
blindneſsoftheBiſhops in ſuperſticion. And hereanother 
fantaſtical miracle is reported, that Zared being ſick 
ſent for Danſtar to be his Conteſlor, but as he rid on 
the way to Edred, he ſhould hear a voice ſaying, Ea 
red:is departed : at the declaring of which Danſtan's . 
Horſe fell dead under him, with lye and all. 


King Edwin. 


Eawin the eldeſt Son of £amund after the govern- 
ment of his Uncle Edred, began his Reign ' about the 
year of our Lord 955. being crowned at Kingſton by 
Odo Arch-Biſhop of (azterbary, It is reported, that 
the firſt da) that he was at Dinner with his Lords and 
Nables, he went ſuddainly from. them, going-to a ſe- 
cret Chamber-where he kept a Woman whom he did 
zncertain, and was reported to be another mans Witez 
whoſe Hus band he had flain before, to the great diſli- 
king of the Lords. Dxnſtan Abbat of Glaftenbury (far 
fo he 'was ſtill ) follows the King forthwith, taking 
him by the hand; and brought him from the company 
of-the Woman to Odo the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbary, 
by whomthe King was ſuſpended and kept out of the 
Church : but the King being diſpleaſed with Dunſtan, 
did baniſh him the Land, ſo that he went into Flan- 
ders and was in the Monaſtry of Adanalus. Abour 
Which time the Benea:#s or black Monks broke out 
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and began to ſwarm 1n the Land, and put out the ſe- 
cular Prieſts and Canons. Burt the King being diſples- 
ſed with che Monks and Dunſtan, he put out the 
Monks in Malmsbury and Glaſtenbary, and pur in the 
ſecular Prieſts; and in the end it was not long before 
they were put outandthe Monksin; and fo greatdiffe. 
rence aroſe among them.  - 

Bur in the end King Edwin was ſo hated of his Sub- © 
jets for his ill demeanors, that the Norehgmbrians and 
Merclanders removed him from his Kingdom and 
Kingly power, and ſet his Brother Edgar in his room. 
So that the River Thames divided both the Kingdoms. 
Which En after he bad reigned four yearsdeparted, 
leaving no Heir of bis body, ſo that the Land fell ro 
Edgar his younger Brother. 


King Edgar. 


Eagar the Second Son of &dmmnd and Brother of 
Eawin being at the age of ſixteen years began his Reign 
in the year of our Lord 959, but was not Cro «ned till 
fourteen years after, as you may ſee hereafter. Which 
Edgar the King called home Dunſtan, and made him 
Biſhop of Londen, and after Odo his deceaſe made him 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, which he governed after 
for the ſpace of four and twenty years. ; 

__ Andthough Brithilinus was clefted, yet he not be 
ing thoughtfir, Danſtan was eleQed and the other ſent 
home again. But though the King had ele&ed him, 
he muſt go to Rome for the Pall to confirm his cletion., 
So he took his journey to the Biſhop of Rome for the 
Pall, which he received of Pope John the Thirteenth, 
and ſo returned home again. At whoſe coming Dun 
ſtan deſired of the Kivg, that Oſnalans, Monk at Flo- 
r6en LY | riak 
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riak, and Nephew to Odo, might be Bithop of #or- 
fter, which the King gcanted bim, * 

'Theſaid Oſwaldus was a great maintainer of Monke. 
ryz' though ſome report ſome Fables and miracles of 
him and others in thoſe Monkith times. 

Yet you muſt know there was great difference of 
Monks in the Primitive tim.s, and the Monks now. 
The Monks ſeven hundred years after Chriſt, or ſuch 
as were called ſo, were ſuch as were perſecuted into 
ſolitary places and defarts for Chriſts cauſe, leading a 


koly and ſtri& life, being ſequeſtred from the world 


gavethemſelyes to contemplation of heavenly ma:ters. 


And theſe were none but Lay-men, leading a more 
ſevere ſ{tri& life than others, as may appear by St. A#- 
ſtin in his Book de Moribus Eccleſiz : as allo by St. Fe- 


rom in his Epiſtles to Helcodorus, And there were 


ſome of them only partook of: the Sacrament, and 
others fed the flock, and othersnot medling with ſpi- 
ritual things belonging to the Church nor reſtrained 


from marriage. 
Bur at laſt ſuperſtition began to creep in, not know- 


ing juſtification by Chriſt, by malice of Sathan and 
corrupt vain conceit of merit ; yet they continued 
ſparing in diet and apparel from the reſt, and theſe 
were the Monks that we condemn, and good men 
did cry out againlt in thoſe days, and which ſprang up 
and crept into the Chu: ch. 

Hence we may ſee how theſe Monks began in Eng- 
land and Monalteries builded, which was upon mur- 
der and blood. By reaſon of murder committed by 
ſome great Perſon, they muſt build fome great Ci- 
ties and places for the remiſſion of their fin, think» 
ing to merit pardon of {in by ſuch doings,” and fo they. 
_ crept into ſeyeral {ities and Countries, ſo that at laſk 
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the County was filled with ſuch ſuperſtitious perſons 
and places. And yet in theſe times of King Edgar, 
none wcre forbidden Wives, till the time of Hilde- 
brand coiied Gregory the Seventh, as ſhall be ſhewd 
hereafter, 

For the Acts of this King, he did many good by the 
zunſel of Pxnſian, and bad man, vertues worthy of 
Snmendation, very {tric injuſtice. Such Provinces 
> as were not at firſt under his ſubje&ion he brought 
under one Monarcby of England, with the Iſlands. ad- 
joyning to them. 7 

He would not ſuffer any to dally out his Laws, nei= 
ther werethere, as they ſay, in his time any privy Pick- 
pocket or open Thief, 

He cauſed the Prince of Wales to pay atribute to him 
of three hundred Wolves, whereby in few years ſpace 
in England and wales few or none were Jeftalive. 

So ſtri&t againſt Drunkenneſs which came in by 
the Danes coming over into England, that he com= 
manded certain Pins to be ſet in Pots and Cups, that 
whoſoever drank beyond them ſhould forfeit a Penny, 
one half of which was forfeited to the accuſer, the 
other part to the Town or Burrough where the Fat 
was done. | 

Authors report that at Eaſter eight Kings did ho- 
mage to him, and after that he cauſed them to row him 
to his Palace, he himſelf holding the Helm. A great - 
upholder of Monks he was, but. it had been better if 
he had been of St. Paxls mind, wio ſaid, God forbid 
1 ſhould rejoyce in any thing ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt, 
whereby I am crucified to the world and the world to me. 
For this Kings Vices ſome are noted in him, eſpecially 
his having many Concubines. 

One Story among the reſt is remaikable, yiz, Ord- 
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gArus Duke of Devonſhire had a Daughter of oreat 
beauty; which coming to the Ears of the King he was 
inflamed with the report, and ſent Ethelwold to ſee 
if the fame was true, and as he ſaw, fſo'to make. 
report of i: to him. But when he came to the 
Dukes houſe where the Beauty was, he was ſo ta. 
ken with her himſelf, that he reported all things $- 
trary to the King, giving it out that there was no fre] 
Beauty as Fame had publiſhed. Burt in the end Ertel- 
wold, after h:ving craved leave of the King, married 


her. But inthe end the King perceiviog himſelf be= 


uiled of fo rare a Jewel, ſer a fair Face on the mate 
terand told Ethelwold, he would ſome time or other 
come and ſee his Wife. When the time came, and 
Ethelwold ſaw that the King drew near to his houſe, he 
perſwaded his Wife to caſt away her Ornaments and 
Jewels and to diſgrace her ſelf, that the King might not. 


take delight in her. But ſhe contrarywiſe deckt up 
anderimmed herſelf in the Glaſs, and pur ber beſt array 
upon her ; which vyhen the King ſaw, he was not 
ſo enamored vvith her, as he was 6ill'd vvith hatred of 
E£thelwold who had ſo beguiled him, yet at preſent faid 
little. After a vvhile the King made as though he 
vvould go a hunting in the Foreſt of Harwood, and 
ſent for Ethelwold to come to hunt vvith him, and 
under that pretence the King cook an opportunity and 
flew him. | 
Other Concubines the King had , as welfrid, Elfe- 
da, (called Candida) the vvhite Daughter of Duke 
Ordmere, Buttogo on inthe Story ; the King went 
on. 2s far as Wales, ſpoiling the Country asfar Glamore 
ganſhire, and reigning the ſpace of lixteen years died, 
and was buried at Glaſtenbury, leaving tvvo Baſtards, 
Editha and £dpard;and one Son layvfully begot,vvhoſe 
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Name was £ihelred or Egelred. Butfor the lllegitimate 
_ Childreng, the King ſuffered ſeyen years Penance en» 
joyned him by Da@nf#az, all which time he was not 
\ Crowned. | 
4 Yer notwithſtanding all his infirmities, he made 
| many good Laxs in the Church : one among the reft, 
that Sunday ſhould be kept holy from Saturday nine 
of the Clock in the Morning till 24#xday nine of the 
Clock. Many fabulous miracles are reported of him, 
as that the Yirgin ary ſhould appear to him, ec. 
But we let them paſs. But the King beginning his 
Reign in the ſixteenth year of his Age, inthe year of 
our Lord 959, was not Crowned till he mas oneand 
thirty years of Age, in the year 974, as ſome Chros« 
nicles mention. | 
In commendation of this King here followethan Epi- 
taph written by Henersc Arch-Deacon of Hunting 
ron. | 


Antor opum, Vindex Scelerum, largitor honorun, 
Seeptriger Edgarus regna ſuperna petit, 
Hic alter Salomon, legum pater, orbita pacss, 
#u0d carnit belts, claruit inde mags. 
Templum deo, Templis Monachos, Monachis dedit 
agros, | 
| NN equitie lapſum, Tuſtitieque locmm. 
I ovit enim Regno verum perquirere faiſo, 
Fo: Immenſum modico, perpetuumgque brevi, 


King £dward Called the Majtyr. 


After the death of Edgar, no ſmall trouble aroſe 
among the Lords and Biſhops about the ſucceſſion af 
the Crown. The Principal cauſe,. ag, ſome think, 
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was, that «Miferms the Duke of Hercia and others 
held with Ethelred or Egelred, the only right Heir and 
lawfully begotten Son of King Edgar, miſliking the 
placing of Monks, and putting the Prieſts out of 
Churches with their Wives and Children, as alſo out 
of their poſſeſſions; and ſo put in the. Prieſts again 
with 'their Wives. On the contrary ſide Ethelwine 
Duke of Zaf#- Angles, and £thelwold his Brother, in a 
Council held by them, ſaid, they would never ſuffer 
the Religious Monks to be put out who upheld Reli- 
pion in the Land, In this Hurley-burley ſome held 
with Edward, and would have him King, and ſome 
with egelred., The Biſhops and Prieſts {ided with 
ſuch as were for the Monks; and took part with them. 
Then Dxnſtarn Biſhop of Canterbury, and Ofwold, 
with diyers other Lords, aſſembled in a Council to- 
gethet; In the end, Danſtan taking Edward by the 
band, brought him forth tro the Lords, and. ſo per- 
ſwaded them, that they elefted and ordained Edward 
tbeir King,which was a ground of great contention af- 
ter; as witneſs Osbur?; who lived in Filiam the Con- 
querours time, and writ this ſtory, as alſo Joharnes 
Paris,who plainly calls £dward,non legitimum Filium,no 
liwful Son, How he isproved lawful Heir let us ſee. It is 
plain and granted by all that Edward was ſlain in the 
fifteenth year of his Age, which years well agree with 
that Child which Edpar begat in Baſtardy, . for the 
which he did his Penance. The King after the ſeven 
years Penance lived three years and a half, and aftet 
Edward reigned other three years and a balf, which 
make fourteen, and going in his fifceenth was ſlain: 
So that Editha was not the Child for the which the 
King did Penance, .but Edward, which was born aftet 
Editha, which muſt needs be true by ſupputation ©: 
| years, 
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years, contrary to the opinion of the Church, who 
continually held Edward to be the true Heir. Which 
error. hovv it came in, you may eaſily gueſs; For 
Dunſtan and Oſwold being for the Monks, ſuchas fa- 
Fvoured them, and that vvrit the ſtories, counted Dan- 
ſtan for a Saint, and Edward fora Martyr, holding ſtill 
that E/fleda the Mother of Edward vvas Wife to King 
Edgar, and fo he vvas layyfully born, and that Editha 
vvas born after Edward. But Queen. A/frith Mother 
of Eygelred and Alferw Duke of e Mercia, beld a- 
oainſt the Monks; So: that in the end, becauſe. the 
Church of © Rome ſhould not be ſtained, they that 
yvrit the ſtories after, and vvere of the Monkiſh par- 
ty, make Edvard right Heir, ,vvbich is contrary to 
Maimsbery, vvho in plain vvords ſpeaking of Edgars 
laſt Concubine faith, that he had a Concubine he loved 
intirely, and kept Faith vvith her alone; till the time 
he Married his lavvful Wife E/freda the Daughter of 
Duke Oragar. So that hovvever it is plain, that Ed- 
gar lived in Whoredom till be Married his' layvful 
Wife; and itis as plain that Daxfan and his compli- 
ces after the death of Edward ( Egelred. being right 
Heir ) went about to ſet up Eaha the other Baſtard 
to poſſeſs the Crown 3 but (he wiſer than her Bro- 
ther refuſed the ſame. So that you may ſee the plain 
reaſon why D#nſtan and the others ſet up Edward and 
Eaditha rather than the lawful Heir, which was only to 
ſet up the Monks againſt the Married Prieſts, Hows 
ever theſe things ,were dane, yet the Queen, and 
Alferics Duke of <Mercia withitnod the Monks, and 
drove them out of the Monaſteries, whom King Ed- 
gar had putin, and put in the Prieſts and their Wives, 
whom he put. out..' So that however, it appears in 
thoſe days Biſhops and Prieſts had Wives, As the 
M __ Abbot 
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Abbot of Crewland expreſſes, the Clerks thruft out 


. -the Monks, and gave their Farmes and Lands to the 


Lords and Nobles of the Land, to defend them from 
the Monks. | 

But however great controverſje aroſe betwixt the 
ſecular Prieſts and the Monks, one objecting againſt 
thevrher, ſo thata Council was called at Calne-ſtreet, 
yvho ſat in an upper loft, vyherein many crimes vyere 
objcRedagainſt Danſtan and the Monks, ver they ſtill 
kept' their opinion. Art laft it-:is reported: that the 
Joyſes of the Houſe vvith the” Timber fell dovvn, 
yvhere many of the |Nobles and others vvere flain, 
Dwanſtan ſtanding'on apiece of Wood very ſafe. Whe- 
ther this be teigned, 'or there was'any 'Sorcery uſed, 
T leave the Reader to Judge. Then were aſſembled 
at Reading and Wincheſter many of the Nobles judg- 
ing the Prieſts and their Wives ' had wrong. Many 
allegations were on both ſides. But whether a Monks 
Cowl, and a Wifeleſs life; be a ſufftcient title to enter 
into other mens Eſtate, - or no ;* or if a careful bring- 
ing up of Children, maintaining Families, . defraying 
neceſſary publick: charges be not to: be preferred by 
Godly men, before the lazie and idle life of Monkery, 

let ſobet men judge. * ; 3 
Afcer all this ar (a/neand other places, it happened 
not long after ( being as ſome ſay a vertuous and cha- 
fitable Prince) he went a Hunting ina Foreſt, and 
being leftalone of bis Nobles, in the fourth year of 
his Reign, being as is ſaid withou: his Servants, came 
fo a place called Corff-Caſtie, where the Queen Alfrith 
and her Son FEpelred lay, The Queen having notice 
of his coming, called a Seryant of hers, and uttered 
hermind to him conceiving miſchief in her ſelf. When 
the King came, ſhe defired him to ſay all niglit, he 
— refuled, 
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. refuſed, only he faid he would drink a Cup of Wine af | 


he fat on Horſe back, But while the Cup 'was at his 
mouth, the Servant appointed ſtruck him through the 
body wich a two-edged dagger, with that the King ſet 
ſpurs tobis Horſe to meet his Company, but bled ſo fore 
that he fainted. and died about Corff (aſtle, and*being 


not known, nor the manner of his death, was buried 


without honour at Yarhans. Bur after three years the 


| body was taken up by Duke eAiferws, and with pomp 


and honout removed to Shaftsbery, and buried 1n the 
Minſter call'd Edmnd-ftlow. Many Storys are told of 
this _ ; as how going ona journey a Pillar of fire 
deſcended from heaven, and that her Horſe ſtopped at 
St. Edwards Corps, &&c. However this is true, that 
ypon her rcpentance ſhe built two Monaſteries or 
Nunneries, and founded them with means, one at 
Almsbery, the other at varwell. = 

| Tn the order and courſe of the Roan Bilhops men- 
tion was made of Aygepatxs the Second, after yyhom 
ſucceeded Fohn the Thirteenth, of whom Dunſtan 
received the Pall. 

This'Pope was notedto be a very wicked Whore- 
monger, Adulterer, Inceſtuous, Perjured, a Fighter, 
Murtherer and cruel Tyrant, who cut cff the Noſes, 
put out the Eyes of many of his Cardinals; ſo that in 
a general Council. before Orho, the firſt Emperour af« 
ter the Empire was tranflated from Franceto Germany, 
many crimes were laid to his charge, for which by the 


| Emperour and Clergy he was worthily depoſed, and. 


Leo put in his room. But after the Council was de- 
parted, the Harlots of Rome receiving great rewards 
and promiſes from John, he was ſet up and Lts de po+ 
ſed. Burt after this Zohn: kad ſat ſeveral years, in the 
tenith year of his Popedom, he was found withourthe” 
wg M 2 looms City | 
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> Cityin bed with another mans Wife ; whoſe Hus- 
* band coming inthe while, ſo wounded him, that in 
eight days he died. 

Afcer vvhom thoagh not by conſent of the Empe- 
rour, Benedicius the Fifth ſucceeded, inſomuch as 
Otho the Emperour being diſpleaſed about-Leo before, 
came with his Army againſt Rome for chooſing a Pope 
without his conſent, So he laid cloſe fiege to the 
> City, came in and depoſed Beneditt, and ſet up Leo the 
Eighth. ; | 

And Leo again to gratifie the Emperour, Crowned 
bim Emperour, and intituled him to be called -1«- 
Wind and the power vvhich Carolus Magnus had be- 

owed on and given.to the Clergy of Rome, Leo be- 
ſtowed iron the Emperour by a Synodal decree. The 
Emperour again, ſay they, beſtowed all ſuch donations 
and lands, which they pretend (though falſely ) Con- 
ftantine had givento them... 

After Leo came John the Fourteenth, againſt whom 
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City came, and laying 
hold on bim in the Church of Lateran clapt him in 
Priſon eleyen months; Which-the Emperour hearing 
of, came again with his Army to the City, and afcer 
execution done on the Authors and doers of the FaQ, 
committed one Perry the Captain to the Popes Arbi- 
trement, vvhom he cauſed to be {tript naked, his beard 
to be ſhaven, and hanged by the bair of the head a 
vvhole day together; and after to be bound and ſet on 
2 bare horſe back with his face to the tail, and to be 
ſcourged yvith Rods through the City and baniſhed. 
The holy Father you ſee little following the Precept of 
Chriſt and his rule, -which ſaid , Love your Enemies. 
This Pope was the firſt that brought up the chriſtning 
of Bells, | . 

|  Aﬀer 


ſ 


( 165) "i 

After this Pope followed Benediftue the Sixth, who *' 
by Onthus a Captain of Rome was caſt in Priſon, where 
he was ſtrangled, or, as ſome ſay, famiſhedto death, 

Then came Donxs the Second, after whom ſucceed- 
ed Bonifacixs the Seventh, who ſeeing the Citizens 
of Rome conſpiring againſt him, hid himſelf, and at 
laſt ſtole all the Treaſure of St, Peter and fled with itto 
Conſtantinople, in whoſe ſtead Fohn the Fifth was ſub- 
ſtituted, But Bonrface returning from (onſtantinople 
by Money and Treaſure procured a Garriſon of Soul- 
diersto take his part, by whoſe means Pope Fohn was 
taken and impriſoned, his eyes put out, and he fa- 
miſhed to death in Priſon, Neither did Boniface en- 
joy his Papacy long, for in a few days after he died 
ſuddainly, whoſe Carcaſe the Citizens took by the 
Feet, and drag'd up and down the City, grievouſly 
exclaiming againſt him, this was in the year of our 
Lord 976 | 

The next Pope was Benediftzs the Seventh, who 
was made by the conſent of the Emperour,and reign. 
ed nineteen years. In the time of this Pope Hugh 
Cappett the French King took Charles'the right Heir 
to the Crown, by the Treaſon of the Biſhop of Laon, 
and when he had impriſoned him, he alſo impriſoned 
Arnoldaus Arch-Biſhop of 7heims, and placed Gzlbertas 
a Monk of Floriach in his ſtead, This Gilbertus was a 
Necromancer, and School-maſter to Dr. rober: the 
Kings Son. But this Benedifas call'd a Council at 
Rheinms, reſtqred the faid Arnoldus again and diſpla- 
ced Gilbertas, which after by the help of Ortho was 


| made Arch-Biſhop of Ravenna, and at length was 


made Pope, as hall be ſhew'd. | 
| After BenediiFas followed John the Sixteenth, who 
died in the eighth month of his Pa, acy. 
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Aﬀeer him came John the Seventeenth, and after him 
Gregory the fifth inthe year of our Lord 995. | 

This Gregory called Brano before, was a German 
|, born, andtherefore maliced of the people of Rome, 
' _ the Clergy of Rome with the people convented againſt 
 CGregory, and ſet up John the Eighteenth, which Gre- 
gory ſped therefore to che Emperour and made his 
complaint to him, who was Ortho the Third, who 
| Hearing and believing him, ſet forward with his Army, 
and ſpeedily came into Italy, and ſo'to' Rome and took 
It, and took Creſcentins and the: Pope. which they had 
made ; and whenithey had put out his eycs, deprived 
him ofllife-alſo.” :(reſcentizs the Conſul they ſer on a 
vile-Horſe back, amd cut off his Noſe and Ears, and 
ted him through the City with his Face to the- Horſe 
tail; and baving after his members cut off, was hanged 
upon a-Gibbet. EEE. 

Pope Gregory thus ſet up, reigned four years 1n his 
Papacy ; ſome ſay bur two years: in vvhich time he 
called a Synod or Council in Rewe, vhere he to cſta- 
bliſh the Empire in his own Country; -by the conſent 
of Ortho the Emperour ordained ſeven Princes of Ger 
2any to be Princes Eleors of the Empire, which or- 
der remaineth co this day, | 

What be the Names of thole Elefors, and yvbact 1s 
their Office, I find in theſe Verſes expreſſed. = 
Maguntienſis, Treverenfis, Colonienfis, 
Qunilibet 1mperii fit Cancellarins horum. 

Et Palatinus Dapifer, Dux porttor enſis, 
Marchioprepoſurus Camere, pirtcerna Bohemus. 


Three Biſhops, three- Princes, wiz. the Palatine, 
the Duke of Saxony, the Marqueſy'of Brandenbergh; 
C 7 


(167) 


to whom was added the King of Bohemia to give the 
odd voice, in caſe the other ſix were even and could 
not agree. This conſtitution began 410 '997, and 
was after eſtabliſhed by Ocho the Emperour in the year 
ofour Lord Io02. And,ſo much for the tumults ia 
the Kowaiſh Church. Novvletus return to thematters 


. 


of the Kings of England again, 


King Egelred or Elred, 


King Edward murdered as aforeſaid, the Crown fell 
next to Epgelred the younger Brother and Son to King 
Edward by Elfrith. This egelred had a long raign gi- 
ven to him of God, he reigning thirthy eight years, 
though it was full of troubles and calamities, being a 
Prince not of the greateſt courage to goyern the 
Commonwealth, There are that report his begin- 
ning was-ungracious, wretched in the middle,” and 
hateful inthe end. In ſo much as when he was chriſt- 
ned by Dunſtan, ſomething fell out that diſpleaſed 
Dunſtan, in ſo much that Dunſtan ſwore by the Mo- 
ther of Chriſt that he would prove yntoward and 
cowardly. - Itis reported of him that he grieved fo to 
hear of his Brothers death, that his Mother took Wax 
Candles or Tapers and beat him ſo with them, that 
he could never indure tbe fight of them after. 

In the year of our Lord-g981, he was byhis Mother 
and Nobles appointed to be Crowned ; But Dznſtar 
refuſing the buſineſs, Qſpol!d Arch-Biſhop of Tork was 


© inforced to Crown him, which was done at King ſton 


on Thames; Dunſtan propheſy ing,that bec:uſe he came 
tothe Crown by the death of his Brother and conſpi- 
racy of vyicked men and Engliſh Conſpirators, they 
thould not be yyithout bloodſhed till there came a 
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people of an unknown tongue vyhich ſhould bring 
them all into thraldom, neither ſhould that treſpaſs 
be longunrevenged. And the Chronicle of Crowland 
furcher ſaith, that not Jeng after a Cloud was ſeen 
throughout the land, the one part like blood, the other 
part Ike fire, and changed into ſeveral colours in the 
morning. Andpreſently after in the third year of his 
reign, the Danes arrived in ſeveral places of the Land, 
ſpoiled Southampton, ſlaying the Inhabitants and leads 
ing them away Captive, going ſtill along the lſle of 
T hanet to Cheſter, and ſo paſſing along the .Sea- coaſt 
to Cornwall, Devonſhire and Suſſex went to their 
Ships again. About the fame time a great part of 
London was.burat by fire, And the King and Biſhop 
of Rocheſter fell at yariance, inſomuch that the King 
made war againſt him, and beſieged him in his Caſtle 
and City, And Notvvithſtanding the Biſhop beſoughr 
him for St. 4ndrew's ſake to leave off, Yet he yvould 
not, till the Biſhop gave him a hundred pound of 
Gold vvhich he received, and fo departed. 

The Danes ſeeing the diſcord in the land, returned 
again and did great harm,inſomuch as the King was for- 
ced for money to make peace vvith them. For the 
aſſurance of vvhich 4nalffe the chief Captain hecame 
a Chriſtian and was Baptized, and fo recurned yvith- 
out doing any great harm. Abour theſe times fell great 
Gckneſſes and fluxes among men, and murrain and 
death of many cattel, beſide great roþberies and 
——_. ; | | | 

About the Ninth or Eleyenth of the Kings Reign 
Dunſtan died, after vvyhom ſucceeded Ethelgarns and 
Elfricus, others ſay Siricins and then El/fricus, and at- 
ter them came Elphegus. The ſame year 995: } AMlldd- 
mus the Biſhop tranſlated the body of Curhert' from 

| Cheſter 
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Cheſter to Dunelme, and fo began the Biſhops See to 


be at Dereſme. | 

Not long after the death of Danftan, the Danes 
entred-again into the Land, ſo that the King was con» 
ſtrained ro appeaſe them vvith money ; but that be- 
ing gone, they aſſailed the Land in_divers places, not 
only in the North, but they beſieged London : bur be= 
jog beaten by the Londoners, they vvent into Eſſex, 
Kent and Suſſex, burning and killing all that came in 
their vvay, 

Notwithſtanding all theſe troubles the King gave 
himſelf ro Lechery and pilling and polling his Subjects, 
that for lack of good rule many periſhed, poſſeſſions 
vereloſt, and men wete conſtrained to redeem their 
Lands with great ſums of money , which they called 
Dane gelt, Which Tributes ſo increaſed, that from 
ten thouſand pound it came to forty thouſand, by 
which much ſorrow and vexation was among the peo- 
ple every way ; as alſo by Thieves and Robbers. Bur 
that which was the chief cauſe of all was the diſcord 
among the Nobles themſelves; for if any good was 
agreed on among them, it was rumor'd among the 
Danes one way or other, and fo it was fruſtrated: a=. 
mong whom was Edrick Duke of e Mercia, and Al- 
frek the Admiral, who betrayed the Kings Ships to 
the Danes, Wherefore the King apprehended the Son 
of 4lfrek, and put out his Eyes, and ſo he ſerved the 
two Sons of Edrick. So vile the ,Danes were, that in 
every houſe they did inhabit, they uſed the Wives at 
their 0wn pleaſure, and forced the beſt without dread, 
and by eyery one of the houſe they were called Lord 
Dane, which is now turned to a word of reproach, 
calling, one angther by the name of Lurdarn. 

But after all theſe miſerics in the year of ourLord1000, 
om»... * 
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in the Reign of this King zgelred, throygh counſel of 
ſome about him in the one and twentieth year of his 
reign, occaſion was given by one and taken by ano- 
ther of a_ new plague to enſue on the Saxons, who 
had driven out the Brettains before, which was in 
 Joyning in Marriage with the Norman, the King 
joyning in Marriage with £9224 Daughter of Richard 
Duke of Normandy, which-was the third Duke of the 
Normans and firft of that name : by reaſon of which 
the King being alittle inhanſed in his own mind, and 
in preſumption of it ſent ſecret Meſſengers and Com- 
miſſions to the Rulers of every great Town in England, 
thatupon' St. Brice his day at an hour appointed, the 
\Danes in eyery houſe ſhould be ſuddainly flain where 
they were quartered: ; . which was performed, though 
it turned to more trouble, For as ſoon as it was 
heard in Denmark, Swanus the King came with a great 
Hoſt and landed in {ornwall, and by the Treaſon of 
Hugh a Norman, who by fayour of Queen Emma 
was made Earl of Devonſhire, the ſaid Swanas took 
Exceter, and beat down the Walls, and ſo he went to 
Shirbarne and Winton, ſpoiling and killing the people. 
But the King preparing, and Swa7 hearing of his 
Coming took to his Ships again, and ſailed about to 
& Norfolk and Suffolk, took Norwich, ſpoiling all about 
> : She Country. Upon which the King was forced to 
- "Make his peace with Swan and give him'thirty thou- 
fand pounds, and ſo for the preſent he went to his 
own Country. 
- \-But this peace laſted not long , for one Edricus 
Duke of Mercia, a man of ſubril wit, glofling and un- 
truſty to the King, when ſoon after Turkilas a Dane 
came and landed much people in Kent, laying great 
Tributes on the people, and ſo departing, this 84ricxs 
"4 | | | CONs 
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continually hindred the King from meeting with the 
Danes, 'or betrayed the Forces of the King, ' whereby 
the Danes waxed rich in all places, and'the Engliſh 
oor. 
After all this Swans hearing of the increaſe of his 
People in England, brake bis promiſe and League with 
the King, and came into 2\ orthwmberland wich a great 
Army, Proclaiming himſelt every where King of the 
Land , and cauſed the Earles and Rulers of every 
Country to ſwear fealty to him, paiſing the River of 
Trent as far as Gainsburrough, and ſo to Northwatlin- 
freer ſubduing and ſpoilipg, cauſing the People to give 
him pledges of their fealty to him ( which he commit- 
ted to Canutus his Son.) And this Perſecution of the 
Danesnever ceaſed in one corner of the Landor other: 
The King never giving them any notable Battel, or 
when he was about ic he was taken off by Earicas. 
At laſt Swarm came into Mercia with a great Holt, 
took Cheſter and Oxford, and ſo went into Kent and 
beſieged Canterbury, and by the Treaſon of Almari- 
cis whom the Biſhop had preferred, rook the City: 
and burnt a great part of it, Tything the Monks of 
St. eAuſtin, {laying nine, and- ſparing the tenth. He 
ſlew alſo of Religious men nine hundred, and of o- 
ther men and women they 1lew to the number of 
eight thouſand, And when they had kept Elphegrus 
the Biſhop ſeven months a Priſoner, he nor agreeing 
to give them three thouſand pounds they brought him 
to Greenwich, and there ſtoned him to death. : * The 
King ſeeing all this, and fearing the end whart it would 
be, ſent Emma his Wife and his two Sons, Alfred 
and £dward, to Normandy; ſending with themalſo 
the Biſhop of London, The Danes going on ſtill; 
arent denies oo 
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the King 1n the five and thirtieth year of his Reign 
was chalcd into the //le of :ght, and ſo to Normandy. 
Swan thus ſwelling with pride, laid great impoſitions 
on the People, and entred on St. Edwards Lands wiich 
were free from tribute ; but he made great ſpoil oa 
them, deſpiſing the Saint, and threatened to deſtroy 
the place of bis Sepulrure ; putting the Country in ſo 

reat fear,' that they fell to Faſting and Prayer, and it 
zleaſed God preſently after that Swans died among his 
Knights, crying and yelling among them; ſome ſay- 
ing that he was ſtricken with the Sword of St, Edward, 
and ſo he died, : | 

For the fear of which Canutus the Son of Swanus 

did grant the People great liberty and many of their 
former' liberties he reſtored. He alſo Ditched the 
Land of St. Edmund with a great Ditch, freeing it 
from all toll and tribute, and built a Church oyer the 
Ditch, and gave great poſleſſions to the Church, and 
with the ſaid Ditch did encompaſs the Tomb of the 
Martyr, which was after uſed as a place for Crown- 
ing the Kings, the Kings ſending their Crowns to the 
Shrine of St. Zdmund, and fetching them again with 
great price, But =gelred hearing of the death of 
Swanus, returned to England, Canutus being unpro- 
vided fled to Sandwich, who cutting off the cares and 
Noſes of the pledges that his Father left him, he failed 
Into Denmark, but the next year returned with a great 
many, which Ednnd lron-fide prepared to meet, and 
to joyn with Zdrick Duke of ercig. But the Duke 
feigning himſelt fick, and as was thought, had yielded 
his Faith before to Canute, and fo deceived £dngrend. 


Canutus entred Weſt-Saxon, ſpoiling and ruining all or - 


' moſt of the Country of reft-Saxon, and took pledges 


of fidelity of che Country. In the mean while Hong 
' Egelre 
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egelred lay fick at London, and of his ſickneſs died, 
and was buried in the North fide of Paxls, after 
he had reigned fix and thirty years, leaving Edmund 
Ironſide his eldeſt Son, and Edward and eAMlfrid in 
Normandy, as is before rehearſed. ' This King though 
he was impugned with many troubles, yet made gaod 


| Laws: among the reſt he provided againſt unjuſt 


Judges, . depriving one Leonatu of all his poſſeſſions for 
oiving falſe Judgment ( though he loved him aboye all 
others.). . | | 


Edmund ironfide « Saxon, Canutus « Dane, both 
reigning together in England, 


\. After the death of Egelred, variance fell among the 
Engliſh. men, about the EleRion of their King. - The 
Citizens of London and many-other of the Lords took 
part with Edmmnd, and made him King, being wiſe 
and valianr in Warlike Afﬀaires, and therefore was by 
them ſurnamed 1r07fde, being a luſty man, and could 
endure cold and hardſhip. . But the more part, cſpe- 
clally the Biſhops and Clergy, took part with and fa- 
youred (anntu the Son of Swans, having given oath 
to his Fagher tonthat purpoſe ; by reaſon whereof were 
fought many ſore and great Battels, firſt in Dorſet= 
ſhire, where Canutus was forced to flee the Field, and 
after in Poſfter-ſhire where for want of day-light both 
Armies withdrew, none knowing which had the bet- 
ter till the morrow, and on the morrow Cannutus was 
conſtrained to flee the Field, After the Armies met 
inthe Country of Mercia where by treachery Duke 
Edmund bad the worſe. But upona tine when both 


- Hoſts met, and che Battel was ready to joyn, and a 
. certain truce taken before Battel, it is ſaid a Koighe 
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of Edmnnd's party ſtood upon a high place and faid 
— —__ Eo” = EE PE | 
Daily we die, and jet none have the vitory; and when 
the Knights be dead on either party, the Dukes compelÞd 
by need ſhall accord, or elſe they muſt fight alone; _ and 
the Kingdom 14 not ſufficient for two men which formerly 
was able to maintain ſeven. But if the covetownſneſs of theſe 
two be ſuch, as neither can inaure to take part with' and 
live by the other ; then let them: fight alone that will be 
Lords alone : for if all men fight, ſtill all men ſhall be 
ſlain, and none left to be under their Lordſhip, nor able 
zo Hefend the King that ſhall be againſt ſtrange Enemici 
and T\ ations, NR. Þ ? 
| Theſe words were ſo well ſpoken and taken of 
both Hoſts, that the two kings were content to 'try 
the Quarrel berwixtthemtwo only, 5 Es 
© "Time and place being appointed in ſight of both 
Hoſts, they did aſſay one another with ſharp ſtrokes 
and Sword; andit is faid, by Canztzas his own mo- 
tion they very haſtily agreed and kiffed each other, to 
the joy of both Hoſts, and fo loved as Brethren eyer 
after, dividing the Kingdom betwixt them. 
\ Bur ſhortly after a Son of wicked '#dricus inſtigated 
by his Father (as is thought ) -eſpying King®4m#nd 
when he was at the draught, with a Spear or long 
Knife run Zdm17d up into the body and fundament ; 
whereof hedied preſently, after he had reigned two 
- years, Who left behind him two Sons, whom wicked 
Zaric took from their Mother, ſhe not knowing of 
her Husbands deatb,and- went and carryed them to (a- 
ants, faluting him in theſe words, «Ave Rex Solrs. 
So that {anatus after Edmunds death was King of the 
whole Realm. And after by the advice jof' Council 
he fent the two Sans of Edmnnd iron fide to his —_— | 
| | the 
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the King of Sweethelend to be ſlain; but beabhorring. 
the 'a&.ſent them unto Solomen the King of Hungaria, 
where Edward being married to the Kings Daughter 
died; the.other was married to Agatha Daughter of 
his Brother Henry che Fourth Emperour. 

When (anutss was eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom, he 
called a Parliament at London , where amongimany 
othet things it waspropounded by the King to Par- 
liament, whether there was aby proviſion made for 
Edmund tronſides Sons, whether in the compoſition 
the Children were provided for? The Lords many of 


| them to flatter the King , ariſwered, No ; But that 


they would defend hinms againſt the Children of Ironſide 
with their blood, and all the power they had; contrary 


| to their Oath ro the King and Natural Country , 
_ thinking togain fayour from Camus, but it proved 


otherwiſe; for many yea moſt part of them that Ca- 
nutus perceived had ſworn to 'Edr#nd, he ever after 
diſdained as'being falſe to their own natural;Prince 
and Conntry-; inſomuch as a great part of them he 
exiled, others he beheaded, and ſome by the puniſh» 
ment of God died ſuddainly, 3.4009 
And ſo it fell out to Earick the Traytor; for on s 
time Erick being accuſed to the King as he was in his 
Palace, Edrick, made a large Oration, ripping up what 
benefits he had done for the King,” and among the reſt 
what he hid done in betraying egelred, and flaying 
King Edmane's Son, and all this was for the Kings fake 
he ſaid, (anxutns hearing ofbim, cold him, Thou baſt 


 faid well, and by ie haſt judged thy, ſelf, and imme= 


diately the King commanded him to be boand hand . 

and foot and to be thrown into the, Thames, and ſo 

was juſtly ſerved for betraying his natural Prince. 
Others ſay he yas beheaded, and his head ſer. upon 


. the 
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the Bridg, and his body - caſt into a Dunghill, How: 
ever ſuch end may they all have that through diflimu- 
lation deſtroy and betray their King and Country. 

This Catutu; called home Edward the Brother of 
Edmund called Rex Ruſticorum, King of Clowns, and 
was after reconciled to the Kings fayour, but was after 
Nain by che Kings Servants. | Io 

Bitt in the mean while Swanns King of Denmark, 
Which was Canatxs his Brother, died; ſo that the 
Jand fell co Canxins, who preſently failed thither and 
took poſſeſſion of the Kingdom ; and after he had ſet 
all things in order, he xeturned into Ezgland and 
care to London, and married Emma Daighter of Epel- 
red, and by her had a Son cailed Hardeknight of Hare 
deknotus; and fo called a Parliament at Oxford; where 
it was agreed that the Englz/þ men and Dares ſhould 
hold the Laws. made by King Edgar , becauſe they 
were thought to be beſt above all others. 

Thus the Danes being in &£ngland began to be 
Chriſtian men, and to receive the Faith of Chriſt, at 
which time Canutus went to Rome, and returned 
again, governing the land twenty years; leaving be- 
hind him two Sons Harold and Hardeknetus, which 
latter was made King of Denmark in his Fathers 
time. 32 | '? 
Harold, called Harefoot ifor his deliverance and 
ſwiftneſs, Son ro Canutus by Elguinahis Wife, , in the 
year I0z9 began his Reign, 'of vvtiom :mention Is 
little made in Story ; for he' reigned: but: four: years, 
only he baniſhed his Step>mother £2994, and took 
her jewels and other goods from her. ' 
' Hardehnotws being King of Denmarkand ſecond Son 
to Canntus by his lait Wife Emma, was next King of 
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Earl Godwin, . a -man of a ſubtil wit, - very fierce and 
cruel, as he declared by the two. Sons of egelred com- 
ing into England to viſit their Mother Emme, bringing 
.a Company- of LNormans with chem, Godwzn having a 
| _ Daughter char he .meait to Marty.to, Edpard, and fo 
| ſet. himupto beKing, he perſwaded, Hardelporgrithe 
King, and alſo the Lords, net.to.-ſuff, r the Normans 
: to come:n,: bu-to puniſh them .for an example., In. 
| ſfomuchas be got commiſſian fromthe King to that pur- 

ofe.. MAGA ROT "£251 I M3 oh ; ) 
de And.ſo meeting the Normans.at a place called. Guild 
Dawn, there he murdered the maſt-of them.innocent- 
'— ly.: And as Swarm the King of Denmark. had tythed 
q the -Monks of Canterbary;: lo Godwin flew nine, of 
? the Normans andſayed.the tenth. He ſlewalſo among 


»:; #729 
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_ others 4/fredu, with twelve Knights that came along 
with him, which Afredis ' was right Heir to the 
Crown. . The:other. Brother fearing Godwins Treaſon, 
was conveyed again to his, Mother and ſent to Nor- 
mandy. - But ,whetber theſe things were done bythe 
Kings conſent, is not certainly known ; however this 
's true, Gad did ſhortly revenge the quarrel of theſe 
Normans in Conquering the whole Land by » iliams 
the Conqueror a Norman, and the Normans that came 
in by him. | 

| For juſt it was, that as the Normans coming in with 
 _  anEygli/h natural Prince were murthered of Englsſh- 

men ; lo the Engliſh thould be ſlain by the 2 ormans 
coming in with a Foraign King, beingnone of their,na- 
taral Country. | . | 
1. Thea it follows in the ſtory, that this King after he 
| bad reigned two. years, and being merry at Dinner at 
Lambeth; he was ſtricken dumb and fell to the ground, 
43; - —- an 


. In the time of theſe Daviſh Kings there was.one 
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andin ejgwedays he died withour iffue, who was the 
lift of the Daniſh Kings of any that reigned of their 
blood. + And'ſo' here was an end of the two Sons of 
 Cattiitre, « Harold  and' Hardecanunu | 
' This forefafd Godwin by (anni: Daughter had a 
Son who 'was drowned. But of his ſecond Wife he, 
had'ftx Sons, Swans, Harold, T oftsts, #llnorns, Sirth 
of Sarth,” and Leefricas': and one Daughter called Go- 
ditha;” which was after: Married to EXward cle Confef- 
for: *- Befide the Sons (annews had a Daughter named 
Gutnilds, whe was Married to Henericus the Empe- 
Yor, who being accuſed of ſpouſe breach, and having, 
no Chatripionor Knight thar would: fight for her ('as 
the manner of the County is) a little Boy or Dwarfe 
that ſhe brought out of England undertook the Quar- 
rel, and fought with a-great Monſtrous German, and 
. being low, crept under him and'' cur his Legs mi ſuch 
manner as he broug"t him to the ground, and ſtruck 
off his kead, and fave the life of the Queen, - if it be 
true as Fabiame teports.” . pt 55 
* A while after the King did- return from Rom, 
where he had beſtowed /grear gifts, and built a pſoce 
for relief of Pilgrims, as alſo did eſtabliſh the tribute 
calked Dane-gilt or Reome-ſhor fa called. Being a 
walking, as fome faz; at the part of' Senthampton, 
ſome of his Noiles coming to him, called him King 
of Kings and moſt mighty. ' | 
* But ( which is worth obſerving } the King, whe- 
ther of pride or to reprove their flattery, commanded 
his Chatr to be ſet by the Sea-fide at what time the 
Sea began to flaw ; ſome ſay he only ſat with his Gar. 
ment folded under him ; ' and there charged the Flood 
ariſing, that it (hould not come near or touch him noe 
| kis Cloaths: But the water keeping its conrle, came 
pes nearer 
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nearer and heater e him, comirig to his Fect, and 
i epereated higher and biglier, that jx wer him. welb 
yoredly.  _ Wis be es ns 
' Wheteat the King abaſhed, ot pardy for fear, he 
ſtarred upz, and turning to the Lords he ſpake after | 


this manner: 


| UMI 


ot that day follow any ſecular buſineſs. 
N 2 


You tall wu King of Kings and moſt Mighty, yut' I (an 
not command a little ater to ſtay at yy word, bas i i 
ready to drown the, Wherefore all eaxthly Kings may 
know that all their power u ſhort ani but vain, 111 com 
pariſon of the. King of Kings that made heaven and earth, 


the Sea and all in them : he only « to be glorified who 3s 


the Father of on Lord Jeſus Chriſt, __.. 
And ſome. report thar he would never wear his 
Crown again, bur went to. wincbeſter or Canter- 
bury.,. Where; be acknowledged. a greater” power 
than' himſelf; and © SGaned wk Crown to bim for 
ſr is to be poted chat this King did in the begin® 
ning of bis reign allow of King Zdger/ Laws ; yet 
he. made many good Laws of. his. own both Tempo- 
tal and, Eccleliaſtical | whereby. jt appears that the 
Pope had not all the-power in, his own hands, b 
that Kings had power as well in ſpiritual as temporal 
things which, appertained to them. As for example, 
theſe Laws he made as follow, _ -- _.:: 
 Inprimis, That it &. meet in Funerals gat maney 
foould be given for qpening the earth. TIE 64 > 
That F the. be any buried in another Pariſh , the 
vane) ſhoild be given to that Pariſh whoreo the Party, 


bl 


: belonged that died. 


. 7 hat Sunday {bowld be kept boly, forkidding al Har 
kets or Fairs tave kept on that day, ar that prople ſhon!d- 
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That if a Miniſter kill'd a man, he enld be depri- 
via of orter and aanity.” 

"That 'a Wonlan that Committed Advliery, or other 
crime, her Huband being alive, he ſhould have her 
Neſe arid Ears ſlit'0 or cat * 

'T hat every Widow that married 'in twelve months af- 
ter her Hucbanas death, ſhould loſe her joyiunre &c. . 

"Ahd hete an end. of the Daniſh Kings, Now to the 
Her "Kings, whoſe right line: comes in here by E4- 

AT: the Confeffor, 7 | 


i 
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o N Ling Edward, call the Coitetſor. way 
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After by the merciful providedee of God the bog: 
Mp wete ſet' free from theſe Dail, Kings, and*the- 
captivity 'and” Wer | ſuſtained for the ſpace of: ewoiry 
eight Feats to tovethe 3nd from their firſt coming 
fines * rightyicas entrivg; the teri of ewo bun ys 
fitcy fige years, the Crown fell, ax laſt to Edward the 

younger Son of Spell. and £1mmg his Wife,” being a 
mere Engl nan, who had veep. long banifhed the 
Kin bdom : , a mall of I ſoft difþ Meſon, » . gentle and 
meek, 'ſo givanto'; peace thar he la fay be bad ra- 
thet Þ: SRBO he hy Kingdom ihar come in by war 
ang bloog?* 7 | 
” This £dwart bein fene for by the Nobl; $ and Lords 
into I oxmanay , ytt EIS 'the mutability 
of - n T2JK Was 'Joth* to venter; ye having ſufficient 
pets es Or him in Tormangy, cath over, accompa- 
Op with a few Normans, andwas'Crowned at Win- 

Cheſter by Edfins Arch-Biſhop* of Canterbury in the 
year of our Lord 1043. | 

Nor long afte}, Edward married"Goltiths or 'thithe 


| Sins of Eart Ghai, whom he fo treated that he 
geirher | 
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neither pat her from his' bed; tiovilay carnally with 
ter; whetheric was for hatrediof her kindred/or' of 
chaſtity, it: is uncertain ; batr2inoft;; Weicers think it 
was his continency, being nover'sccaſed'of offente'1n 
that kind, and therefore he is catled by (ſome Hot 
Edward. 7 09 2:09.5 Lech cards Did oaths! 
But taking .the government*dn him the ruled! the 
Realm with much modeſty, piety, gentleneſs and” li. 
beralityto the poor, as alſo with-wiſdom and” juſtice, 
the . ſpace of four ant twenty: years ,* lacking wo 
' months, and gave a vertuous example to*all this"Sub? 
je&s under him. He ſubdued the Scors and Welchteti 
that lay about the borders, having no foreign En&my 
or-Stranger that did affault him, * + + 4 5 

\ Abour this time Emma the Kings'Mother was {n6- 
culed of incontinency with Alwin Biſhop ' of ''Wimi 
cheſter ; upon which the King by the -counſel of *G#d- 
»:n took from her her Treaſure and Jewels,and cauſed 
her to be kept cloſe in the Abbey of Warwel; ats lalt 
the buſineſs was committed to 'exainination' of >the 
Clergy, andſhepur her ſelf upon tryal ; ſome'6F the 
Biſhops laboured to compoſe »the* buſineſs: betwixt 
them both; but Roberr the Arch-Biſhop of 'Canere 

bury being diſcontented, ſtood up' and told'hisBre- 
threh, ſaying, why would they defend a Woman'(tds; 
ther a Beaſt than 9 Woman)! that had defam'd'her' 
Son and was natight with the\Biſhop ? ſaying alfoj If 
the Woman will \purge the-Ptiefſt,, 'who' maſt then 
_ -purge the Woman that had: been conſenting'ts her 

Son Alfred's. death; and poured *poyfon to Hitt Sbn 
Edward But in concluſion he gave ſentence if he! 
would :(guitty.. or. guiltleſs') go"barefopret?* for ber 
ſelE four Steps, and forthe Biſhop! five, -upon: nine 
Plow-ſhares: fire; hot-, if the eſcaped !hapmlefwithe. 
Sat: N ſhould 
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* Houlgnſcape guilideſs ; to: which (he: agreed, The 
day- and; place being appoin:ed and come, the King 
angNobles bemg;preſent the was led blindfold to the 
pe betwixtitwe.men-where the Irons lay. burnt 

oh end. paſt the nine Plow hares unburt ; at: lafl 
faid þe, Lord when (hallI come to the place of wy 

- Purgation f (But he being upblinded, and ſeeing ſhe |. 
bad/no tut ; kaeeled down and. gave God. thanks, | 
io{omgch-28 the. King repented ( as the Story faith) 
and repeived her into favour, giving back all ber Jew- 

els.and Treaſure, But the Biſhop fled into Nor- 


5 Y\» +» \ ' | 

:'AbGut this time fell agreat Snow which laſted from 
7 anuary to March, after which enſyed a great mugs 
rain aþCattel and Beaſts, as alſo. much Corn ſpoiled, 
whiah was: by.ligbivipg blaſted. 5, 
-$09n dfrer therefell great variance betwixt the King 
4nd. Earl Godwin, ; infomuch that the King repudiated 
his! Wife; and the Eat]. with his five Sons. was outs 
bed, though after they were called in-and received 
mto favour , the Earl giving two of his Sons as pled- 
ges.of-bis fidelity; ta the King. 10057 
.:;\Rucing the outhw of Godwin, » iliam Baſtard Son 
ofthe:Duke of Normandy, came into England with a 
9x63, £210, 'to fſee_ King Edward, whom the King 
royally entercained;: giving great gifts and preſents to 
each Qtþer ; and: fome ſay S omiſed the Duke that jn 
cale! he: died without flue: he ſhould ſucceed: him in 
rogKingdom, | | | 

;:dÞ this Kings time lived /fariames So 
EO OE Eo lo Eg Den 
+ Cancerniog the end of this Earl Gedazn, the! inupe 
deri of :d/fregand the Normans, though Stories: differ, 
yetimoliogree in 4635, that as the King: was ax Con 
—__ Go => yy ang 
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and Gedzin with bim, the Earl wat adcufedth'the 
Kirg of ſome evil, infomuch *as Togw# feting the 
King diſpleaſed, excuſed himſelfas well 2s be could ; 
but at laſt rook a morſel of bread'which he intended 
to ſwallow, and wilht it might be his death if he 
was guilty: but 2s ſoon #s hehadputirin his mouth, 
he was therewith -choaked, 'and died. "Which the 
King ſeeing, commanded he ftiould be drawn from 
the Table, and ſo he was, being conveyed by his 
Son Harold to Wincheſter, and was there buried. 
Abour the Thirteenth of this Kings Reign , the 
- King ſent to the Emprrour that he would pleaſe to 
Gn to the King of Hungaria, praying him that his 
Couſen #4wyard lon of Edmmnd ironfide might come in- 
to England, for ſo much as he intended to make him 
King after him ; which was granted, he coming in 
the year of our Lord 1056, with his Wife and three 
Children whoſe names were Edgar eAdelinge, Mar- 
garet and Chriſtiana. PREY. 
But the year after £dyard died in London and was 
buried at »eſtminſter, after whoſe deceaſe the King 
was minded to make Edgar eAdelinge his Heir ; ' but 
miſtruſting the Zng//b men, ahd fearing the malice of 
Harold, be ſent to » iIlizm Duke of N\ormaniy, affign- 
ing him to be his la«ful Heir, and' to facceed him in 
the Crown. | | * On 
1 "After the death of Godwin;' Harold waxed ſtrong in 
the Kings favour, inſomuch #s he-ruledall. The King 
ſent him and Toſtizs his Brother agaipſt the velch men : 
Bur envy proving betwixt' rhe” Bretliten, Toff#ar fee- 
Jr 2ſt rg x in the Kings fayour, he at 
reford'flew aff his Brothers men, cutting then in 
quarters and- fling thern' up in'Bartels bf Wine" and 
Vinegar » and'fo prepared to'go Seainſ his Bcorher 
07 , Ns 3 Harold, 
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_ Harald..." So. wicked were: theſe Children and Bra- 
thers, that if they ſaw any Manſion or Manner of any 
mans. that liked them, they would fly the Owners .and 
take poſſeſſion of it to. themſelye:. 

o- length Harold intended to fail over into > IN or- 
mandy, but was by wind and weather croſt and-dri- 
ven into Bonteith, and there taken Priſoner and ſent 
to Dyke Wiliam, to whom 'be was made to ſwear 
that in; time be ſhould marry his Daughter; and after 
Edward's death ſhould keep the Lavd to his behalf 2 
which was cbought. to. he the Kings mind. 

Aﬀter this promiſe made to w:/iaps he returned to . 
England with his ,Couſen Harms, the Son of his Bro- 
ther Swan being delivered to him, and after his re- 
turn he ſhewed the, King what he .had done in: the 
aforeſaid matters, with which the King ſeemed. to be 
well content. / And fa, it appears he. was willing, 
and had given. his.. own promiſe ta- »illiam for- 

merly. 

Among all that were truſty to King Edwyard none 
like-Leofricns the King of « Mercia and Cheſter, who 
purchaſed great liberties. for the Town of (oventrey, 
and,made it free of all manner of things, but only 
Horſe, .which freedom was obtained by his Wife Ga- 
dina by riding, as fame goeth, after a ſtrange manner 
through the Town. 

This: Leofricss ayd his Wife builded an Abbey 
in Ceveptrey and endowed it with Lands and great 
riches, 

: Eduard the Outla: #, whom Edward purpoſed ſhould 
he King, dicd and lets Edgar eAgeling, and A—o_ 
ch” Margaret was married toi the .King of: the 
| Scor's, and was the Mother of HMatild os Hand Queen 
| of England, and of. Qewie Sing Seat, + 229i 
(ATTN %, pt ly 
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- i» This godly and vertuous *King| Edvard, 'after he 7 
bad reigned three'and ewenty years and feven months, 
died, and vvas buried at weſtmrinfler, which ' he had 
begun to build and repair, and was farther enlarged 
by Henrythe Third, andSon of King.Jobn. Ya: 

[t 1s reported, that in his ſickneſs he dreamed that 
forthe fjas of the Prieſts of the Land, being not Ser- 
vants of God but of the Devil, that God vyould de» 
liver the Land:eo' Strangers, as it came to paſs,* bur 
1 let the Dream' paſs vvith ir, _-*- {In 

This Edward made many good Laws, but one u- 
niverſal Lavy he fetled through all'znyland, infomuch 
as fevv or none did rebel along time- after. - © 

And «Matthew Paris reports that William'the Con< 
querour vvhen he came in, ſwore to maintain the 
Lavvs of- Edward ; but vyhen he vyas eſtabliſhed in 
-the Kingdom, he left them, and put in more obfcure 
and harſh Laws for the Engliſh, and forfwore 
himſelf, ED 203” 3 te, 

And moreover inthe Antient Records of the City of 
London at the Gmild-Hall, the office of a King is des 
ſcribed, with other things appertaining to the Kingly 
Office ; vvhich though it be in Zarzne is not unmeet 
ro. be Engliſhed, which are to'this purpoſe : 

T hat in the firſt place the King ſhould defend the Holy 
Church, and pluck out evil doers, 'and enconrage theſe 
that did wigilantly ſixedy the good of the People, © 
. Three Servants the King ſhould keep' under hins as 
Vaſſals, viz..  Fleſhly luſts, Avarice, 4nd gteedyDe- 
ſire 3- which :f be did, "he ſhould rule well,” and preſorus 
leimſelf and Kingdom.”  *' 2k © aioſtob 
ii: Ms alfo, that Kings ſhould do nothing raſvly,”! bute-with 

farlons .,-' 545 DI 012491 Hor 
And there [follows alſo the duty of the'Subje@s, 
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wherein are many. convenient and nectffary thigs ; 
all of which #45as took ſome. and1eft others, - place- 
jog bis own Laws to' ſerve his own purpoſe, and 
which to this day are to be ſeen in the Normen Lan- 


e 


guage remgining. _ C 
To King Harold. ; 


Hgrold ſecond Son of Earl Godair, and laſt King 
of the Saxons, . ( though divers of the Nables ſtood 
for Edgar Adeling ) notwithſtanding his oath to Duke 
William, and contemning the young age of Exper 
Adeling, Heir of Ednywwnd ironfide, took upon him ©o 
be King-ia. the year of our Lord, xo66. But when 
Harold Harfager, King of Denmark, and Son of Ca- 
aetus, heard 'of the death of King Egward, he came 
into - England with 300 fail of Ships, who joyning 

. with Toſtiys, Brother to Harold, King of England , 
the Lords of the Coyntrey aroſe in the North, and 
gave them Battle ;' yet the Danes had the Victory. 
And therefore Harold, King of England, gaye them 
another ſtrong Battle, and had the Vicery , where 
Harold with bis own hand flew Haro/d Hrarfeger whe. 
Dane. . After which Harold grew proud and would 
nor divide the prey that he had got,among his Knights, 
which was fore to their diſcoment, and by it be loft 
the fayour of his People. SIO | TEE 
.. Ar. which _ pom Duke' of Normanay fent a 
Meaſſpe,to Herold, claiming the Kinpdom by bis b&yn 
.promile, that he would % 4 ie for [rag Edwards 
death, ' But Harold ſent him ward; it was '/ nice 
things. and tris Daaghter being dead, —_—_— thim- 


%. 


ſelf diſcharged of that promiſe, and therefore 
would..aos;ipart with is Kingdom on ſuch _ 
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bejng then compelled by need to promiſe that of which 
he.chought himſelf gow diſcharged, _ 

--Duke «liam receiving this anſwer, conſulted wich 
his Knights what to do, and likewiſe ſent to Pope A. 
lexander to. make known his Title ;' which the Pop 
approyi encopraged bim and confirmed him in it, 
and ſenthim a Conſecrated Bannex to bear about him 
in che Ship-whereia himſelf ſhould Sail, "© 

Duke willam being provided of all things ſet to 
Sea, taking Shipping at the Haven of Saint Valery, 
where he tarried a long time for Wind ; inſomuchb as 
his Souldiers murmurcd,and ſaid, it was a woadneſs to 
goand take another mans Kingdom, and that God 
was againlt theminit _ | 

At laſt the wind. came about, and taking Shipping 
Nith his Nayy, he came and Landed at faſting in Suſſex. 

There are ſome that give three reaſons of williams 
 cominginto this Land to ſubdue it + one. was becauſe 
it was given him by King &dward his Nephew; ano- 
ther was for the reyenge of the cruel death of Aifred 
his Brother, and the ſlaughter of the Normans, which 
Eg aſcribed tb Harold; anda thirdreaſon was to revenge 
the wrong done .to the Arch-Biſhop Kobert,. which 
Was Exiled by meansof Harold in the time of King Ed» 
werd.. But while Harold was in the North» Duke 
rvliens made all ſpeed he could to come to Londen 
before him. But the Londoners withſtanding him, 
would nor ſuffer him eo paſs till he had putin good 
ſurety that he vvould do them no burt ; ,vyhich pro. 
miſe he kept, and ſo paſſed the. Bridge 8nd vyent intq 
Suſſex, from vehence he ſeat to. Rersld,, propounding -. 
three things, vyhichof them he yyould chooſe: Firſt, - 
thac Harold (hould render the Land to him,.: and.take 


S by 


j-again yacer tribute? or Secopdly, to ſtand2p the | 
Oo Popes 
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Popes arbitrement betyvixt them : or Thirdly, to 
defend his Quarrelgn his'ovvn perſon by dint of Syvord 
yvichout any other blood ſhedding. © But Harold re- 
fuſed all theſe offers, ſaying, irthould be tried by dint 
of Svvords, and not of one Syyord,” © L 

.  Andſo Harold gathering his Army together joyned 
Battel yvith the Normans in the place vvhich vas after 
called Battel, vvhere” an Abbey vyas built, and the 
Foyyn called Barrel. [1 | 

In the beginning the &:g/sh kept their Array {5,vyell 
as they were likely to vanquiſh the Normans, Where- 
fore Duke william cauſed his men' to: give back as 
though'they fled amay; fo that the Engliſh» followed, 
faſt and brake their Array, which the Normans per- 
ceiving,” they gavea fra and ſharpcharge upon them 
and got the Vidory of the Engl, through thejuſt 
hand of Providence; whereas ' Harold, ''which before 
had murdered Alfred the true Heir of the Crown, 

Which came with a Company of Normuns, ' was now 
wounded by the Normans with an'Arrow-in the lefe 
eye, 'of which he-incontinently.:died. Though ſome 
fay heflled to (hbefter living a Monaſtical life and there 
died;* which is not'like te be true, - but was ſlainin 

that Battel, after he had reigned nine months, and 

wa? buried at Yaltham, being the laſt that reigned of 
the blood of che Sxyxons, the. which! continued;i.reck- 
 oningifrom- Hengift his reign in Kent, by the: ſpace 
of five hundred ninety one-years: and'if 'it be' recks 
oficd from'the reign of the weſf-Saxons, then! ir inv« 
dire#the ſpace of five bundred ſixty five years, | - | - 

«This Duke rilhiam and Edward 'wer e:Couſens. by 
the” Fathers fidez for Richard the Third: Duke :of 

N6h#hdy-Aftce Rollo, - was Father to Duke» Richerd 

the Freond of that name, : and*Brother. unto : £2yws 
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Mother of King Edward; which Richard the Second 
' was Father to Duke Robert, this Duke william che 
Conquerours Father. 

Albeit in this matter many exther the cauſe of theſe 
troubles, and may be better than 1; yer if I may ſpeak 
as 1 think, the, copſanguinity betwix: the Kings was 

'not ſo much, asthe juſt judgment. of God that did 
ſuffer the Normans to prevail for.the cruel murder of 
the Norinans by Harold and the cugiſ, which Was 
now juſtly recompenled. | 

 Novy to leave theſe maxters and. add ſomething of 
the order of the Biſhops of Canterbury, beginning 
where. weleft, vyhich was beg #5, vvho as is Je» 
clared was ſtoned at Greenwich by the Normans, af;er 
whom ſucceeded Living, after him Exelnothug, then 
Roberts a. N or mans a great \doer, and then' came 
Stygardici, who invaded the See,Story ſaith, by Singo- 
77, being Arch-Biſhop of. Canterbxry and Biſhop of 
VVincheſter, and Abbat in,another place, | whereia 
be.continued: a great ſpace, gaLtering goods and great 
riches, till at Jerigth Duke YY4i5am clape him up in 
Priſ6n, and placed Lanfrancus a Lombard i in bis FOoM, 
as ſhall be declared, 

* Now although the Church of God did not continue 
i perfeRion as it was firſt inſtituted by the Apoſtles, 
but in pracefs of rime grew vvyorſe and vvorle, de- 
dining to ſuperſtition, and many inconveniencies be- 
gan, partly by. the coming in of Hahometr, and partly 

by the. increaſe of riches and wealth, and want, of di. 
ligence in them that had the care of the Church, "who 
vere of ſhould have been' guided'of it; yer, the ins 
feRion and corruption did not fo abctind tn that” ex- 
ceſfive manner and 'meaſure, av it did in the larter 
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About Which time and year came Sylyefter the Se- 
cond of. that name; vvlio ſucceeded after Gregory the 
Firſt, and occupied the See of Rome about the thou. 
fandth year after Chriſt, vvanting one or two. 
'* "This Sylveſter vvas.a Sorcerer, and through conju- 
ration. and compa with the Devil became Pope, 
which Stella and Bruno, Platina and others affirm in 
expreſs wotds : That Sylveſter a French man called 
Gilbertns yer fat iri the Papacy four years one month 
and cighth days, coming from his Monaſtery to _Hi- 
ſpelis n City in Spain, plying his Book ſo well and 
profitably that he vvas made DotFor, having among 
his Auditors Qtcho the Emperours Son and Robert the 
French King, os 4 
So that he was made Biſhop of Rhezms, and after 
of Ravenna, and by compact with the Devil was at 
laſt made Pope of Fome ; vvho asked the Devil hovv 
long he ſhould enjoy the Popedom ? the Devil an- 
ſyvcring bim, till he ſhould ſay Maſs in Z#r»ſalemw. 
_- At length abour four. years after he was to ſay Maſs 
as he did in Lent inthe Temple of the Holz Ctols, be- 
ing call'd Ferſalem, ſo that then he knevy he ſhould 
nor live long; vvhereupon, as the Story ſaith, | he was 
ſtruck yvith repentance, and confefſeqhis, fault openly 
before the People, deſiring his body ſhould be lay'd 
in a Cart and be buried yyhere the Harſes of their own 
accord ſhould draw or carry it, yvhich as they ſay by 
the-pravidence of God, and to ſhew there is remifſi- 
oÞ to be hoped for of penicent Sinners, ackied the 
body to the Church of Larerar, and there it was by- 
ried. Which may bean admonition to. all Sorcerers 
and Inchariters to. beware hoyv they be deceived 


by the operation of Sathan, vhayn the end decei. 
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; After yIbefter fucceeded Fohn the. Nineteenth, by 
rohom was firft brought up the Feaſt of 44 Sewhs in 
the year 1004, through inſtigation-:of Odils Abbot 
of {Inniack, This' Monk thought Purgarory: ro: be 
in the Tile' of Cicl in Monnt, /$19e, and reported 
he beard the Devils. roaring and yelling vvheo uy 
heard the Maſles and Funera al Derges. 

Not long after cang Fbn the Twentieth and Ser- 
gins, after vyhom ſucceeded! Beneditivs the Eighth, 
then Fahy the one and twentieeh, vwvho was promoted 
by Gratienue and Brazatns vvho-were Sorcerers, and 
be brought in the Feaſt of John Baptiſt and Ss LM0- 
YENCe. 

* After him carve Benedifins the Ninth, a | Ne- 
cromancer and Magician, vvho lived in woods and 
ſolirary places, ning his Enchantments, reſiſting Hene- 
regs the Third 'Sor- to (onradus, putting him from 
the Empire, and placed Pearns King: of 2oe.2r hem 
his room, vvith this Verſe, 

. Petra dediv Roman Petro,'tibs Papa Corona. 

Which'-yvas 'falfe ; for Chriſt never took authe» 
rity. -of Magiſtrates upon him ,” neither did be give it 
re Pater, nor had the Pope power to give ot paſs 
of Kinpdoms. © | 

: But after he fearing that Henericus might recover his 
Empite if he prevailed in Bartel, he ſold his Pap 
to Gratianus called Gregory the Sixth for ſeep 1aR- 
dred pound. | : 

At vvhich time there vvere- hires: Popes-rei 
togeties in Rome, viz. Benedifus the Ninth y 7 
veſter the Third, and Gregory the Sixth. For 'the 
vyhich cauſe Honricus, firnamed Niger, the Emp» 
rour, coming to 7owe diſplaced theſe three Monſters 
at once, and placed in their roory Clement. now, « 
oY s 4 
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cond, and carſed it:to be enacted-'that no Pope 
ſhould be choſen hereafter but by conſeht and cons 
firmation:of the: Empetour : The Romans making 
QOatlr ro the Emperour, nevet..to intermeddle ig the 
EleRtion of the Popes, Howbeit the Emperour de- 
patting;' they. broke their Oath , and poyſoned the 
Pope. 1-308 + IG ;1 FEY. £ 
:>86nhat it & itteen; ,years there were nine Popes 
poy ſotied; and moſt of'them by. Brazearws, as ſome 
think: - However Clement the ;:Second, Dameſus the 
Second, Leo the Ninth, ; ior the Secand, Stephen,the 
nary and Nichdlee-the :Second , i were all poy- 
ſone . | - KECh 
© Tkis Clement the Second being poyſoned, + Dany a* 
fre-the Second came; who neither..by the People nor 
by.ttie Emperour was elected, bur by: force- and invali- 
on; who in threeand:trwenty days, was poyſoned,1049, 
Whereof grew great:contention in; Rowe, infomuch as 
the Romans by the counſel of the Cardinals ſens to; the 
Emperour to deſire him to giye.;them. a-Pope ; and 
ſo he :did,. being one Bruno an Almain and Bilkop 
of {ollen, afterward call. d leo che. Ninth, who. after 
he was elc&ed and in his Pontificalibus coming 'to- 
wards Rome, there met him the Abbat of Claniack, 
and: Hildebrand a Monk, and rated at him becauſe: he 
-would be choſen by the Emperour, and noc by the 
Biciops and Clergy or Cardinals of Rozwe. 
And ſo being apt enough to take eyil counſel, he 
put off his Robes and put on ahother habit, and fo 
catnoto Rome, acknowledging his faulc ro. the People 


22d Clergy, arid ſo was admitted Pope, called Leo the, | 
Ninth; and thenhe made #K:lqbrand.a Cardinal and 


admitted bim to high rgom:« $63 - 
Under this Pope were called twq Councils, the 
one 


( 
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one was kept at Yerſcilles, where the dorine of Be- 
rengarius againſt the real preſence in the Sacrament 
was condemned, though PBerengarins recanted not; 
| yer nevertheleſs, it was after by Nicholas the Second 
| confirmed again. key 

- | The other Council was held at <Aogwnntea,, where 
' was ated and decreed, That the Prieſts ſhould utterly 
be excluded from Marriage, and. that no. Layman 
ſhould give any Benefice or Biſhoprick, or other ſpiri» 
tual promotion to any Perſon. © EOS 
In thetime of this 1eo irhappened he ,was vvith; the 
Emperour at YYormes on Chriſtmas day, and. did .ex- 
communicate the Sub. deacon, becauſe he read not. the 
. Epiſtle in the Romans true. The Arch-Biſhop: being 
.moyed at it, vyent from the Altar, being at Maſs, and 
| vyould not ſay ſervice till his Deacon was reſtored, 
_ vyhich preſently the Pope ſent and reſtored,and fo the 

Aervice vvent on. "os | i 
| After this Leo, vvuhom Brazatus poyſoned in the 
firſt year of his Popedom, one Theophilat# ſtroye to 
be Pope, vvhich a:ldebrand ſeeing went. to the. Em- 

| perour, being ſent for fear of the Emperours diſplea- 
«ſure, vvho aſſigned them another called Yifor, a Ger- 
21an, and bedepoſed many of the Clergy, for Symo- 
ny and Fornication; for Symony, becauſe they took 

' their Livings of ſeeular men; and for Fornication, 
becauſe they were married, But this Pope in the es 
_ cond year of his Papacy vvas poyloned by Zrazaras 
and Hildebrand. Oh 
Hete began che Church of Rowe to wring out of 

the. Emperour hands the eleRion of Popes. | The 
Clergy eleting Srephen the Ninth for Pope, contrary 
to their Oath made co the Emperour. A 
And at this time was the i of Millan brought 
ro 
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£5 obedience df the 'Remiſh Ste 'by Stephen; and he 
ws Hotahamed to accuſe the Emperour of Hetefic 
im thmifſhing'the Roman Sces aathority. Sn that then 
it was -Herefic:nor to'maintain the ambition of the Z8- 
miſh Prelates, and they called it Symony to receive any 
Spiritual benefice -or prom tion from a Secular mans 
Hatid! * And this Popeiſent Hildebrand co ſeveral places 
rofeforin this 'buſtnefs, who did help on the matter 
- vity\ernieſtly, Bi: Srephen drinking of Brazetm'Cup 
fe'l ſick, which Hildebrand hearing Poſted home apace, 
a1d deiffg*eome to Rome,afſembledall the Companys of 
"tit Ulerpy, and {tore* them not*'to 'Ele& any Pope 
widivutthe?Commion conſent 'of them-all; '''Sy'then 
_ HileltbAard poſteUfto Florenceto ferch-that Biſhopithty 
fweafing'ts EleRinone'to the men while.) Burwhen 
heWis/gonei th&ePedple'Were fo impatient, 'thatthey 
awbil#tibritzy [vfong;; bur ſecing Stephen deall; Ple- 
Reed. Benedittus the tenth; by which Hild?brand was 

- Hora little offend, any caaſed "the" Clergy ro come 


th a tiew EleRion : but they not daring to atrempr' it - 


a % 


-wehrro See, artl Here Eleted '6e Garhartlzas for 
Bilh'op 6f Rim». 'Sothartthcre! were'two Popes ts 
ther at Rome: Diit 'arbardic tilled Nichols the 
ſecond by the help 6f the Clergy of Traly and Ditke 
-ORFF49, 'cauled thet ther (Pope to bedtpoſed. Arid 
 Beritdiftus heating'the buſinefs 'tirar (Brat brand was a- 
Pain{thtm, 'hetunpoped himſelf; '4nd went to Pitrats, 
(Where he lived more quietly than! he *ſhould' bave'Yone 
at Rome. Tn Hou=2 
©" It were (too long 'to declare the confederation of 
"this Pope: with 'Robryius Guiſcardts, whomithis Pope 
'2giinſt all rule and Lzw made Duke'of Apulia, Gulbrra; 
C:cilia, and Captain General of *all the ' Fortesof 
'Sty/ Peters Lands, 'that'ſo hie might 'the 'better fopport 


© him, f 
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 UMI 


_—_ 


(195) / | 
him, and ſe he did, who by . violence and force.-{ub- 
dued all that did rebel againſt him, and broughe them in 
ſubjeRion to him. Sg | oc 

But how this ſtood with Chrilts or Peters DaRrine, 
to ſubdue and rake whole Kingdoms from the righe 
O:"ners, to maintain th? Popes pride and ambition, 
let the Reader judge. But at laſt this Pope asthe reſt 
had done before hum taſted of Brazatus Cup, and ſo 


, turned up his heels. 


In this Popes time the fond deviſe of Tranſubſtanri- 
ation was deviſedat a Council. 

Now at the beginning of this Pope, Henricus the 
Fourth was made Emperour after the deceaſe of Henry 


the third being but a Child, and reigned fifty , ears, 


yet not without great moleſtation and trouble; and 
all through the wickedneſs and ungratious dealing of 
Hildebrand, as in time ſhall be declared, the Lord will. 
ing. 

And here all Princes may take notice by the way, 
that if they fear the Popes curſe they ſhall be made 
Slaves ; if they do not, they may do what they liſt : 


| beinglike Domztianus's thunder ; if you give ear tothe 


report or crack of it, it is terrible; but look into the 
cauſe thereof, it is a mere ridiculous thing. 
In the Reign of this Pope, in the year of our Lord 
1060, eAldredis Blhiop of Worſter, and after Kins- 
man to the Arch Biſhop of York, coming to Rowe 
with Toſtize the Earl of Northumberland to the Pope 
for his Pall, could not have it, but was, 1 know not 
for what, deprived of ll his dignities, and going 
hame was robbed and ſpoiled of all his Goods'that 
he brought to. Rowe , whereupon he returned and 
made his complaint to Toſtins, who being a man of * 
great courage ap ſtoutly told the Pope 10 -y 
: 2 | is 


© 
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his Face,. that if he would not reſtore his Goods,” his 
curſe was not feared in Foraign Lands, which his own 
vagabonds and baſe, people diſpiſed at home. And 
therefore he required the Pope to reſtore his Goods, 
or elſe he charged him that they were gone by his ſub- 
tilty and means, And.that the King of England ſhould 
underſtand it and deprive him of receiving any more 
tribute 1n England; at the end the Pope was perſwaded 
by the argument of his Purſe, to ſend Aldredus home 
with his Pall according to his requeſt, 

_ . After this the Lombaras elcfted » Biſhop of their 
own to be Pope, and ſent to the Emperour for: his 
conſent and ſupportation ; his name was Cadolus the 
Biſhop of Parmex, to which requeſt the Emperour 
conſented and pave his voice, which Hildebrand 
heating ( being a out maintainer of the Popes at 


thority and liberties againſt the Emperour.) He ſet 


up a Fatian contrary. in Keme, which choſe another 
Pope named 4 nfelmus, called Alexander the Second. 
Burt Cadolas ſetting torth for Rome with a good ſtrength 
being eleQed by the Emperour and Cardinals, Alex- 
ander no leſs prepared another Army to recetve him, 
betwixt whom there was @ great conflict and many 
ſlain.on both ſides : Bur Cadolxs though he had the 
beſt cauſc, yer had the worlt ſucceſs, being at that 
time repelld ; yer renewing his Army and coming 
with agrea er power, as alſo the Emperour ſending 
the Biſhop of (#llez tro Rome, to chide the Pope for 
raking the Emperours Authority belonging to his pre- 
deceſlors. for many years: But Hildebrand let on all 


\  manuerof wickedneſs and ambition, and being puft 


up With pride of his late Victory, would not ſuffer 


4% the Embaſſador to tell on his tale, bur interrupted 


him 1a the middle, e/ling him, if they talk of cuſtom, 
BS | the 


_ 
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the cuſtom lay'not in the Emperotrs, 'butin the Cler- 
gy ; ſo that Ouho the Embaſſador be like' bearing with 
the Pope, more than the Emperour was contentito 


' be perſwaded, only deſired in the-Emperours name 


that there ſhould be a General Council called todefide 
the buſineſs, in which Council the Emperour f& 

be preſent himſelf, and ſo he was, Itrthe which Coun» 
cil held at < Mantua, it was declared for Alixianer 


'to be Pope, and Cadolo had his pardon granted; Inthis 


Council, it was decreed no Prieſts to have avy Wives 
or if they had Concubines they ſhould not fay Maſs, 
and beſide other things,that which matle for Hildebrand 
that no ſecular man ſhould have any hand in giving 
ſpiritual promotion or benefices ;- - and-that the Eles 
Rion of the Popes ſhould be only in'the hands ofthe 
Cardinals. Benno Cardinals writes that after this M. 
lexanaer, ſeeing their crafty dealing, and that he was 
but ſer up to ſerve their own purpoſe, being at Maſs, 
and Preaching to the People, cold' them that he would 
not fit in the Seatand place of Pope, unleſs he had the 
Emperours Licenſe; which when Rildebrand beard, he 
was in ſuch arage, as he could ſcarce hold his hand off 
him till Maſs was done ; but after it was done, Hilde- 
brand by violence of-men,got Alexander, and dragged 
him into a ſecret Chamber, and all co: bepomiled' him 
with his Fiſts, rating and rebuking him for. going a- 
bout to ſeek favour of the Emperour z and ſo-kepe 
him in ftri& cuſtody, allowing him only five groats 
a day for his maintenance ; mean while Hildebrand en- 
croached to bimſelf all che revenues of the Church, 
procuring to himſelf much treaſure. 

Art laſt under the miſerable durance of Hildebrand, 
Alexander died at Eyentide after cleyen years and a 


half of his Popedom. 
And 


" Ss. te Eng /end the order of yybich:: 2FeqUires, jus 

| event On: //aſ6am the; Congueroun being pext King 
ob Explend , but ooly a. certain Qtation of King Ed- 

_ wiit vas omiced 4n-*s place, 'but better now Tthan.not 
ca on yout may read at large, pag.ts3, inthe Als 
ub Mov. wheels is only tobe. noted three things 

ally. 

cp The Relig ;eus care of Kiogs in giving means 
roche Church, = correcting the manners of Church 


met - 
Sdennily;- The exceſſive behenionr and dilute 


wrantonnels of the. Clergy, abuſing the great dona- 


— thans that was;gtyenthem. 


{/ Thirdly, : The: blind ignorance of thoſe times of 


b. Fg hochEiſtares, both in. the t:cclefjaſtical and Tempoxal, 


| in.coriceiving that | in giving to the' Church, in main- 


. minivg and building Churches, Abbeys and Monaſte- 
- ies, \tbey thought to merit remlian of fins and fal- 
'  vdtion, fo taking away free On " Chriſts 
00nd alone. 


- Now it cometocnd only that as in the former Book, 

"5 ror we proſecute the order of the Arch-Biſhops of 

os. as we have.done the race of Kings, be- 

ginming with Ethelredia where we left, who followed 

the Seventeenth. Arch-Biſhop of that See, menr 
tion where Wo before, 
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+: And for much for JRom/h matters, ; and! now: to. rt 
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"The Names" ha Order of Ke AFM Hhopeot --. 
"* Canterbiny; From the tine whe 2 Ebebe" © 
x0" Wiltram Eo we 2 
XV HL. Bhaoedr, 1 {351 vlogapS 
XIX. Plemunadss , School-m maſter t ro" * 2 
eAMjred. TY ICE \ .V1NE AA "IH 8 
þ + # LA thelmis. = 
XXI. Ulfelmms. 
XXII. Odo. By whole Prayer King Aha The 
ftons Sword was broughr into its Scabbangly | 
its own accord : if you belieye ir. s "24 
- XXII. Z/fmwor Eltfnus.-- Who dicd £ 


to Rome for his Pall. + "XI 

XXIV. Dunſtan, Of whom many fa d ky 
lous miracles are reported. polydorus | 08 
him the rwenty third Biſhop. bY 

XXV. Ethelgarws. 

XA VI. Elfraus.. f \ © Bos 
XXVII. Sirictas. Counſeller to King x. £: 
gtlred, ” 

XX VIII. £/phegus Stoned ro death by the | 
Danes at Greenwich. F 

'XXIX. Linnigus. | 1 

XXX. Zeenoldus. "2 

 XXXI. Fdfius. —_— 
 _ XXXII. Roberzus, Who cauſed: Godwin: 
and his Sons to be baniſhed, and dicd coming 
roman on. 
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. I. ig. ' Whom. Pillow *þ 
when he camein, 
my Fonvryen Norman 
a while incertained wi ; great. hon 
+ Pilliam lent ſecretly to _ Pope 


Hy him z and Placed Lanfrencus Fi bis 


K 9 IV. Lanfrancus. 
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